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POSTER SESSION:

5:00 - 7:00 pm

(STUDENT RESEARCH)

Academic Commons
Gilmer Hall
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DINNER:

Academic Commons
Gilmer Hall

PROGRAM:

7

reservations

meeting

7:00 pm
Room 190
Gilmer Hall

MENU:

Pizza (many varieties), Soft Drinks

DINNER
RESERVATIONS:

Please make reservations by calling Cindy Knight at (434) 924-7995
or e-mail csk3a@virginia.edu by NOON on Wednesday, April 10.

PRICE:

$8.00 - members, guests, college students
$4.00 - high school students

HOST:

Dr. James Demas - (434) 924-3343, jnd@virginia.edu

SPEAKER:

Dr. David Hudson, University of Virginia

TOPIC:

“Research Integrity Is Not Simply a Course
You Take as a Graduate Student!”
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DR. DAVID HUDSON
David Hudson received his undergraduate degree at the
University of California at Riverside, and his Ph.D. from
the University of Oregon.
Two post doctoral fellowships followed, first at the
University of Texas at Austin, and then in the Institute for
Neuroscience at the University of Oregon. A position as
Assistant Department Chair in the Department of
Neurobiology and Physiology at Northwestern University
was a step on the way to the Associate Department
Chair in Biology at the University of Virginia.
He is currently the Senior Associate Vice President for Research at the University of Virginia
and the Research Integrity Officer (RIO).
In addition to his role as the RIO, he works with the institution’s Institutional Review Boards for
human subjects research and the Animal Care and Use Committee and oversees a range of
other research compliance activities including conflicts of interest and unmanned aircraft
systems.
For fun, he flies small, general aviation aircraft and plays bass (though not at the same time).

“Research Integrity Is Not Simply a Course
You Take as a Graduate Student!”
Some of the older members of the audience graduated into research careers before there was
an emphasis on specific training in the responsible conduct of research (RCR). For most of
us there were at least informal discussions of important issues (e.g., who can be an author?).
For several years, some sponsors have required some training in RCR for some students.
Is this enough? Are our young professionals gaining the training and background they need?
Whose responsibility is it to provide this training? We may view and discuss some recent
examples of failures in research integrity.

COME EARLY ON APRIL 12 TO SEE THE
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH POSTERS
AT THE APRIL 12 MEETING, AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN TO OUTSTANDING
SENIOR CHEMISTRY MAJORS (SEE ARTICLE BELOW)
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DIRECTIONS
Note that this year's meeting is in Gilmer Hall which is next to the Chemistry Building. Come around the front
of the Chemistry Building, go left and enter the front door of Gilmer Hall. For GPS purposes, please use
90 Geldard Drive as the address.
From 29N. Come straight into town past the Cavalier Inn (on your right), pass under two overhead bridges,
and then bear right immediately afterwards onto Stadium Rd. Turn right at the stop sign at the top of the hill
onto Whitehead Road. Parking is on the right and left. Do not park in the athletic center spots.
From I-64. Turn north on 29 at Exit 118. Immediately turn right at the Charlottesville/29 Business off ramp.
Turn right to go into town, then turn left at the second light (filling station on your left). Turn right immediately
after the stadium onto Whitehead Road. This brings you to the back or new wing of the chemistry building.
Parking is on the right and left.
If you miss the first off ramp after I-64, turn right at the next exit (UVA information), proceed into town, turn
right at the second light (Alderman Rd.), go through the first light, then make a left at Whitehead Road.
Until 5:00 p.m., all parking around the Chemistry Building is restricted and you will be ticketed. Please
time your arrival so that you park after 5:00. It is most convenient to come by the Nanotech building on the
east side, walk alongside the Chemistry Building to McCormick Road and then turn left to reach Gilmer Hall.

On-line map and
directions at
http://www.virginia
.edu/maps/.

Gilmer
Hall
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*** VIRGINIA SECTION NEWS ***
RECORDING OF THE APRIL 12 SECTION MEETING
A video recording of the Section meeting at UVA on April 12 will be
available for on-line viewing after the meeting. Check either the UVA
Chemistry Department website (http://www.chem.virginia.edu) or the
Virginia Section site (http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org/) to obtain the link.

POSTER SESSION
The Virginia Section will hold its annual poster session at the April 12 meeting at the
University of Virginia in Charlottesville. The emphasis is on student research, especially work
done by undergraduates. This is an excellent informal, low-stress environment for students to
make research presentations. If you have a student who wishes to present a poster, please
contact Cindy Knight at (434) 924-7995; csk3a@virginia.edu. More information can be
found on this website: http://chemistry.as.virginia.edu/2019-american-chemical-societyposter-session. The deadline for registering a poster is April 8. We invite everyone to come
early for the UVA meeting and to support these young researchers.

AWARDS TO COLLEGE SENIORS
Outstanding senior chemistry majors from colleges and universities in the Virginia Section will
be honored at the April 12 Section meeting in Charlottesville. Each school has been asked to
select a student to receive the Virginia Section award for undergraduate achievement. The
awardees will be the guests of the Section at the meeting on April 12 and each will receive a
certificate of recognition and a special gift from the Virginia Section. Chemistry departments
must inform Chair Joseph Pompano of their nominees. If you have not submitted the name
of your outstanding senior chemistry student, please contact Joe as soon as possible -(804) 853-6896; joepompano@comcast.net.

The Bulletin is published nine times a year
by the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society
Editor: James Beck, 1977 Vesonder Road, Petersburg, VA 23805;
(804) 733-5286; beckjd1977@comcast.net
Publisher: Will Lewis, (804) 586-5492; wlewis8669@aol.com
Chair of the Virginia Section: Joseph Pompano, (804) 852-6896;
joepompano@comcast.net
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CHEMISTS CELEBRATE EARTH WEEK - 2019

Chemists Celebrate Earth Day (CCED) is now Chemists Celebrate Earth Week (CCEW)!
This year, CCEW will be April 21-27 with the theme of “Take Note: The Chemistry of Paper.” As
usual, there will be special events and activities by local sections, schools, businesses, organizations,
and individuals. The goal is to communicate the positive role that chemistry plays in the world. There
will be an Illustrated Poem Contest for students in Kindergarten through the12th grade and the ACS
will distribute copies of a special edition of Celebrating Chemistry. See below for information on a
CCEW event in the Virginia Section and check the ACS Chemists Celebrate Earth Week website for
more information and resource materials:
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ccew.html.

CCEW EVENT AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA

On April 27, the Virginia Section will sponsor a special program
for Chemists Celebrate Earth Week—“The Chemistry of Paper.“
Saturday, April 27
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Science Museum of Virginia
2500 West Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia
Children of all ages can learn about the paper making process, recycling, paper
crafts, and much more, with hands-on activities. The Chemistry of Paper event
is free and will be held in the Rotunda of the Science Museum. An admission
fee is required to access other Museum exhibits. Students can enter the ACS
Illustrated Poem contest on-site. For more information on this CCEW event or
to volunteer to help with the event, contact Andrew Yeung at
Andrew.Yeung@AftonChemical.com.
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MARY KAPP LECTURE AT
VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY
Thursday, April 11 - Dr. Terrence J. Collins,
Teresa Heinz Professor in Green Chemistry
Carnegie Mellon University

CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
March 29 - Professor Dale Boger, Scripps Research Institute, “Redesign of Vancomycin for
Resistant Bacteria” (HECHT LECTURE)
April 5 - Professor Peter Kekenes-Huskey, University of Kentucky
April 17 - Dr. Yury Gogotsi, Drexel University
April 19 - Professor Héctor D. Abruña, Cornell University. “Energy Conversion and Storage:
Novel Materials and Operando Methods”
April 26 - Professor Jill Millstone, University of Pittsburgh
Seminars are held at 3:30 PM in the Mechanical Engineering Building (MEC), Room 205.

The full schedule of seminars is at chemistry.as.virginia.edu/seminars. For more information,
contact the Department of Chemistry at (434) 924-3344, chem@virginia.edu.

YCC-SPONSORED PROGRAM-IN-A-BOX AT UVA
On Tuesday, February, 26, 2019, the American Chemical Society Virginia Section Younger
Chemists Committee (ACS VA YCC), in conjunction with the ACS Student Affiliate Chapter at
the University of Virginia (UVA), hosted an “ACS PROGRAM-IN-A-BOX” (PIB) event in
Ruffner Hall. In total, 32 people attended this special webinar, including 27 chemistry
undergraduate students and 2 staff members from UVA, along with graduate students from
Virginia Commonwealth University. The ACS PROGRAM-IN-A-BOX event is a webinar
sponsored by the National ACS to provide a cost-effective program targeting student affiliates
and local section chapters.
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This broadcast was focused on "The Evolving Periodic Table
and it's Incredible Elements!” and it was conducted in
celebration of the International Year of the Periodic Table. At
the webinar, attendees learned about how the elements were
arranged on the periodic table and about some of the
scientists that helped with the oranization of the elements.
They even learned about the chemistry of heavy and super
heavy atoms. Pizzas and soft drinks were provided for this
event and ACS resources and ACS SWAG materials were given away. The attendees were wellengaged during the program and networking was fostered during the course of the event. The
attendees enjoyed the Trivia Questions asked pertinent to the elements of the periodic table. Julian
Bobb (YCC Chair) shared information about the ACS and the current ACS Virginia Mentorship
Program and he thanked the staff and students for hosting the webinar. The ACS Chemistry Student
Affiliate Chapter only started last year so this was a great opportunity to engage and recruit students
for their organization.
Based upon the consensus of surveys, a majority of the attendees indicated that it was their first ACS
PIB event and that they learned about it via email. Also, a majority of the attendees indicated that
they were able to network/mingle at the event. They rated the event as very good and excellent.
Special thanks to some of the YCC team members (Vanessa Lopez, Hiran Kiriarachchi and Shamara
Weeraratne), the UVA team (Rebecca Pompano, Laura Serbulea, Jeremy Garritano, and Cynthia
Knight), along with the UVA Chemistry Student Affiliate Chapter Officers for their volunteer efforts and
for hosting.
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SIDNEY HARRIS CARTOON FOR APRIL
During the calendar year 2019, The Bulletin will include chemistry-oriented cartoons drawn by the
eminent cartoonist Sidney Harris. These cartoons will be provided to all ACS Local Sections as part
of an ACS Technical Division Innovative Project Grant Program awarded to the Division of History of
Chemistry (HIST). Some of the cartoons will be accompanied by a relevant
historical/ philosophical/sociological text written by an individual specifically chosen
by HIST for that particular cartoon. This month’s Harris cartoon is shown below
with commentary provided by Dr. Shana Sturla, Professor at ETH Zurich and
Editor-in-Chief of the ACS journal Chemical Research in Toxicology. Dr. Jeffrey
Seeman wrote the proposal for the grant for the publication of Sidney Harris cartoons
in local section publications and is coordinating the program. So far, 35 local
sections have signed on to publish the Sidney Harris cartoons.
Shana Sturla

“Drilling muds are viscous fluids of chemical mixtures used in geotechnical drilling to flush boreholes,
carry debris to the surface, lubricate drills and related functions — the humor is that this sounds pretty
much like a process, on a very different scale, that cosmetics users would like to achieve with pores
in their skin! It is funny in part because of the absurdity of using an engineering-scale chemical
mixture as a personal care product. But perhaps the real joke is that skin care products, like many
products people use every day, are all mixtures of chemicals, and the perception of their safety or
toxicity may have more to do with how they are marketed than their actual chemical composition.“
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CHEMISTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
The University of Virginia Department of Chemistry combines outstanding physical facilities with a close-knit
community of scholars. With a faculty size of 36, a graduate student body of 122, and 17 postdoctoral
associates, a stimulating atmosphere strongly encouraging interactive association has been created. Faculty
research areas span a wide range offering a varied program of courses and research problems. Our faculty
members include professors who are nationally and internationally recognized in their fields.
The list of recent honors received by faculty members includes the Distinguished Achievement Award in
Proteomics from the Human Proteome Organization, the American Chemical Society's Award for Creative
Work in Synthetic Organic Chemistry; Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Awards for excellence in both teaching and
research; Virginia Scientist of the Year awards, a Sloan Foundation Award, Alexander von Humboldt
`Research Prizes, an Analytical Chemistry Award in Chemical Instrumen-tation, a Presidential Early Career
Award for Scientists and Engineers, a Coblentz Award, a MacArthur Genius Award, the Williams F. Meggers
Award (from the Optical Society), and the Charles H. Herty Medal. Recent graduate student national fellowship
awards include the Cognis Corporation Research Fellowship in Colloid and Surface Chemistry, the ACS
Division of Medicinal Chemistry Predoctoral Fellowship Award, The Lilly Foundation Graduate Fellowship, The
Science Application International Corporation Award, the Defense Forensic Science Center Fellowship, the
Jefferson Dissertation Year Fellowship, and the Achievement Reward for College Scientists (ARCS).
The goal of graduate study in chemistry is to develop outstanding young scientists able to make significant
contributions in their chosen fields. A graduate student can expect to have considerable input in both the
design of his or her own degree program. Emphasis is placed on research that contributes to our fundamental
body of knowledge. Also important is the exceptional opportunity to interact not only with fellow graduate
students, research associates and faculty, but also with outstanding scientists from all parts of the country and
world. This participation in the forefront of scientific discovery prepares the student for the role of independent
contributor to the scientific community. Teaching and research in the Department of Chemistry have been
considerably strengthened in recent years by a number of interdisciplinary centers and programs including
Molecular Biophysics, Structural Genomics, Chemical Physics, Membrane Bound Proteins, Microfluidics,
Biomedical Engineering, Neurosciences, Chemistry of the Universe and Catalysts for New Energy Processes.
Faculty in the Chemistry Department participate in several research centers, including the Center for Nanobiosystems research, the Center for Molecular, Optical and
Atomic Science, MAXNET Energy, the Center for
Astrochemistry, the Center for Membrane Biology, the
Cardiovascular Research Center and the UVA Cancer
Center. These programs, along with ongoing research in
analytical methods, synthetic inorganic and organic
chemistry, chemical biology, spectroscopy and other areas
of physical chemistry, provide the student with a choice of
strong research areas over a broad range of the chemical
sciences. The faculty attr. acts more than $8 million per
year in new outside funding to support these programs, an
indicator of the vigor of research being carried out in the
Department.
The graduate program is further supported by an extensive library system. The Barksdale Chemistry Library,
established by private gifts provides fundamental references and resources. Most major journals and data
bases are available on line. Graduate students are entitled to keys to the building and to the library for
research and reading. Alderman Library has more than 1.6 million books as well as extensive collections of
manuscripts, maps, prints, and microfilms. The Science and Engineering Library, the large library of the
Medical School, and the Physics Library contain numerous additional books and journals in chemistry and
allied fields.
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JULIAN BOBB ATTENDS ACS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Julian Bobb, Chair of the Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) for the Virginia Section
ACS, was given a Younger Chemist Leadership Development Award by the National ACS.
This award afforded Julian the opportunity to participate in the ACS YCC Leadership
Development Workshop that was held in conjunction with the Annual ACS Leadership
Institute in Atlanta, GA from January 25 to 27, 2019. The award covered the registration
fee, transportation, lodging, and meals associated with attending the workshop. This award
is presented to young chemists who have demonstrated leadership skills within the ACS,
professional societies, organizations, and universities/colleges. On January 25, Julian participated in the YCC
track which was facilitated by both Jamie Schwarzbach and Stephanie Ramos. There was a networking ice
breaker, followed by various lectures. Some of the topics were: “What is the YCC?” (Dr. Natalie LaFranzo,
Past YCC Chair), “What is Leadership?” (Jamie Schwarzbach), “Membership Growth: Challenges and
Opportunities” (Dr. Peter Dorhout, ACS Immediate Past President), “Coaching & Feedback” (Dr. Jason
Ritchie, ACS Councilor), “ACS Welcome Address” (Dr. Bonnie Charpentier, ACS President), and the
Keynote Address (Dr. Luis Echegoyen, ACS President-Elect). The activities for the day concluded with a
dinner and a Networking Reception. On January 26, Julian attended two 4-hour interactive and engaging
workshops (“Leading without Authority” and “Engaging and Motivating Volunteers”) provided by the
ACS Leadership Development System Course. The workshops were followed by an ACS Resource Fair &
Reception. On Sunday, January 27, Julian attended the final YCC track lecture talks. These include: “Advice
for New ACS Leaders” (Dr. Paul Jagodzinski and Dr. Rigoberto Hernandez – ACS Board of Directors),
“Hard Work on Soft Skills” (Kimberly Browne, ACS Career Services, Senior Associate) and the Closing
Address on Leadership (Dr. Peter Dorhout, ACS Immediate Past President). Julian was given the opportunity
to network, and work alongside other ACS local, regional, and national leaders who were looking to strengthen
their own leadership, management, and communication skills. Julian had this to say about his experiences in
Atlanta: “Attending this workshop has given me new insights and perspectives on how to become an effective
and motivating leader. I learned a lot from outstanding student and professional leaders. I had an invaluable
experience. I highly recommend young chemist leaders to attend.”

VIRGINIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
ANNUAL MEETING
Old Dominion University
Norfolk, Virginia
May 22-24, 2019
The 97th Annual meeting of the Academy will be held at Old Dominion University in
Norfolk on May 22-24. Chemistry presentations will be scheduled for Thursday,
May 23. There will be a Poster Session for all Sections that will be set up and stay up all
day Thursday, May 23. For more information on the chemistry program, contact Tom
DeVore, Chemistry Section Secretary, at devoretc@jmu.edu. Full information about the
annual meeting and about Academy membership can be found on the Academy’s website:
http://www.vacadsci.org.
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REPORT ON THE MARCH SECTION MEETING
Over 70 persons turned out for the March 21 meeting of the Virginia Section, held at Afton
Chemical Corporation in Richmond. This was the Annual Awards Meeting. Prior to the
awards program, Afton provided tours of their research and testing facilities. Dr. Stephanie
Mabry was the meeting host and arranged for the dinner and program, with assistance from
Dr. Rob Davidson and other Afton staff members. The tours were coordinated by Dr. Mark
Devlin, Technical Advisor at Afton.
Dr. Dan Riley, Vice President Research and Development at Afton Chemicals, welcomed the
group and described the nature of the work done at the research and testing facility. Afton’s
main thrust is in the fuel and lubricant additives marketplace. Its headquarters and their stateof-the-art Research & Development Center are in Richmond. The 250,000 square foot R&D
Center houses over 300 employees.
Dr. LaChelle Waller, Vice Chair of the Virginia Section, presided at the meeting. She
introduced Ms. Kathleen Spangler, Past-Chair of the Section, who presented the Volunteer
of the Year Award to Dr. Julian Bobb. The Volunteer of the Year Award is presented by the
ACS to a Section member who has done outstanding service. Dr. Bobb is the chair of the
Younger Chemist’s Committee and has worked closely with other committees and groups to
organize a variety of activities.
Dr. James Beck gave a brief history of the Distinguished Service Award and recognized five
past recipients of the Award who were present at the meeting. He then introduced Dr. Denise
Walters, who is the 71st winner of the Section’s Distinguished Service Award. Dr. Walters
was accompanied by her parents, Mr. And Mrs. Elgin Lowe, Jr.; by her husband Joseph
Walters; and by their children Ben and Jennifer Walters. Dr. Waller presented the
Distinguished Service Award to Dr. Walters. Dr. Walters then inspired the audience by
describing her path of involvement in the ACS with her talk entitled “Energize Your Career
Through your Local ACS Section.” Dr. Waller gave Dr. Walters an engraved Jefferson Cup,
the traditional gift from the Section to its speaker.
Dr. Janet Asper introduced Dr. Charles Sharpless, recipient of the Distinguished Research
Award, and presented him with the award plaque. Dr. Sharpless described some of his
research in his talk “Sun Meets Oil: Photochemistry’s Role in the Deepwater Horizon Spill.”
Dr. Waller presented him with an engraved Jefferson Cup.
Dr. Waller closed the meeting by thanking Afton Chemical, Stephanie Mabry, and Rob
Davidson for putting together the fine meeting and reminded the guests that the next meeting
of the Virginia Section, scheduled for Friday, April 12 at the University of Virginia in
Charlottesville, will feature an undergraduate research poster session and awards to
outstanding college seniors.
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Kathleen Spangler with
Julian Bobb, Volunteer
of the Year for 2018
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Denise Walters,
Distinguished Service
Award winner and
LaChelle Waller

Denise Walters, LaChelle Waller,
and Charles Sharpless

Recipients of the Virginia Section’s
Distinguished Service Award:
James Beck, Kristine Smetana,
Denise Walters, William Welstead,
Stephanie Mabry, Philip Burks
(left-to-right)
Not shown - Ken Chapman

Charles Sharpless,
Distinguished Research
Award winner and
Janet Asper

Denise Walters and members of her family
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION
The Virginia Section welcomes these new members. As of March 1, the Section had 1362 members.
Gary Anderson

Stafford

Charles H. Atwood

Ruther Glen

NaTia Bland

Richmond

Karter Couser

Richmond

Brahm N. Dean

Manassas

Elizabeth Deglau

Henrico

Soma Dhakal

Richmond

Matthew A. Diasio

Charlottesville

Hongxu Dong

Charlottesville

Cade English

Midlothian

Katelyn Girtain

Ashland

Devanshi Gupta

Charlottesville

Jiang He

Charlottesville

Ryan L. Holland

Charlottesville

Lillian Hughes

Richmond

Changcheng Jiang

Charlottesville

Christophe B. Kelly

Yorktown Heights

Gary Koenig

Charlottesville

Autumn Koslo

Fredericksburg

Najwa Labban

Glen Allen

Alexandra A. Lewis

Williamsburg

Lauren Lieske

Charlottesville

Chang Liu

Charlottesville

Michela Mondesir

Richmond

Dale R. Nesselrodt

Hopewell

Ziyang Nie

Charlottesville

Neda Ojaghlou

Richmond

Christopher Peoples

Richmond

Deepak Poudel

Manassas

John P. Schelz

Henrico

Kristen B. Snitchler

Front Royal

Carrie Todd Soden

Midlothian

Charles Whitehead-Tillery

Richmond

Barka Yadav

Richmond

Rachel Zarcour

Richmond

Shen Zhang

Charlottesville

PROGRAM BY THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA CHAPTER OF THE ASSP
On March 20, the Colonial Virginia Chapter of the American
Society of Safety Professionals (ASSP) hosted dinner and a
program.
This event was co-sponsored by the Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU) Safety and Risk Management
and the ACS Virginia Section Younger Chemists Committee.
It took place at Rodney’s, in the Shafer Court Dining Center at
Virginia Commonwealth University. About 15 people attended,
including undergraduate and graduate chemistry students from
Virginia Commonwealth University, undergraduate chemistry
students from Virginia State University, members from the
Colonial Virginia chapter ASSP and persons from VCU Safety
and Risk Management. Three of the attendees are ACS
members. A discussion of “Safety is a Full-Time Job: Don’t
make it a Part-Time Practice” was led by Kabrina Tippett. Kabrina graduated with a BS in
chemistry from VCU and currently works there as a Laboratory Safety Technician (Safety and Risk
Management-Environmental, Health and Safety). Kabrina discussed the nature of Environmental,
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Health and Safety (EHS) and talked about the ASSP. She also shared information on the benefits
of student membership in the ASSP, such as networking, scholarships, and grants, and talked about
the different types of career opportunities available in the safety professions. Kabrina serves as both
the Newsletter and Young Professionals Chairs for the Colonial Virginia Chapter ASSP.
Susan Wilcox shared some of her educational and career
experiences. She obtained her Bachelor of Science degree in both
Biology and Chemistry from Virginia Commonwealth University in
1989. She entered the Environmental, Health and Safety (EHS)
profession as a licensed asbestos technician and quickly climbed
the corporate ladder (Honeywell, NewMarket and The Federal
Reserve). She is certified by the American Board of Industrial
Hygiene as a Certified Industrial Hygienist (CIH) as well as by the
Board of Certified Safety Professionals as a Certified Safety
Professional (CSP). She told the audience why she chose EHS.
Some of her reasons include doing a public service, the office and
field work, the job variety (never gets boring), and getting exposed
to different industries and trades. She has served on the board of the local American Industrial
Hygienist Association (AIHA) and ASSP chapters throughout her career.
Tim Belitz, also shared some of his educational and career experiences. He is currently the Director
of Health, Safety, and Environmental (HSE) at AdvanSix. He guides the organization through the
development of compliant, effective, and consistent HSE standards and practices across their supply
chain. Mr. Belitz has held numerous HSE positions in manufacturing organizations over the last 25
years. These include chemical, automotive and tobacco. He graduated from the Duke University’s
Environmental Leadership Master of Environmental Management Program in 2013. He has been
involved with the ASSP for 20+ years and currently serves as Co-Membership Chair for the
organization’s Colonial Chapter. He talked about the jobs and co-op opportunities available at
AdvanSix. He also emphasized the benefits of being an ASSP member such as networking and
career resources, education, training courses, certification resources, access to journals, attending
the annual professional development conference and exposition, standards, and advocacy.
Closing remarks were given by Matt Phillips (President of the Colonial Virginia Chapter ASSP).
He talked briefly about his educational and career backgrounds. Pizzas, soft drinks, light snacks and
desserts were provided during the course of the event, courtesy of VCU Safety and Risk
Management. The VCU Safety and Risk Management and ASSP members were very active and
engaged with the students. The students asked relevant questions pertinent to their aspiring
professional careers. A calendar of upcoming events by the Colonial Virginia Chapter ASSP can be
found at colonialva.assp.org
Special thanks to Kabrina Tippett, Barbara Back (Laboratory Safety Specialist, VCU Safety and
Risk Management-EHS, Communications Chair for the Colonial Virginia Chapter ASSP), and to
Hiran Kiriarachchi (YCC Vice-Chair) for their assistance with planning and advertising this
interactive and exciting event.
[report and photos by Julian Bobb]

ETHICS IN CHEMISTRY
Dr. David Hudson will be speaking about scientific ethics at the Section
meeting on April 12. The American Chemical Society has a Committee on
Ethics, chaired by Judith N. Currano. The committee will be presenting a 2019
ChemLuminary Award for Outstanding Local Section Programming Related to
the Promotion of Ethics in Chemistry. For more information on the award and on
committee activities, check the February 4, 2019 issue of C&EN (page 34).
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FALL MEETINGS OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION
September - Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond - Teacher Awards
October - University of Mary Washington, Fredericksburg
November - The College of William & Mary, Williamsburg (tentative)

IMPORTANT DATES FOR SECTION ACTIVITIES
April 9 - Deadline for entering posters for April 12 meeting at UVA, 9:00 am
April 10 - Deadline for reservations for pizza dinner at April 12 meeting, noon
April 12 - Section Meeting at the University of Virginia - Dr. David Hudson, student
awards, undergraduate research poster session, 5:00 pm

April 27 - Earth Week Program, "Take Note: The Chemistry of Paper", Science Museum
of Virginia, Richmond, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

April 27 - Deadline for entries to the CCEW Illustrated Poem Contest
May 22-24 - Virginia Academy of Science Meeting, Old Dominion University, Norfolk
SLIME NIGHT AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA
A huge crowd filled the Science
Museum of Virginia on March 8 for
the popular Science After Dark
program "Slime Night!" The program
was cosponsored by the Virginia
Section of the ACS, Pfizer Consumer
Healthcare, and Bon Secours.
Members of the Virginia Section
participated in the event.

Look for more information and photos in the Summer issue of The Bulletin.

