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DATE:
PROGRAM:

DATE:
LOCATION:
HOST:
PHONE:
E-MAIL:
SPEAKER:
TOPIC:

January 24, 2020 (tentative date)
LOCATION:
to be determined
ANNUAL AWARDS MEETING
(see below for more information
on the award winners)

February 28, 2020
University of Richmond
Richmond, Virginia
Dr. Raymond Dominey
(804) 289-8242
rdominey@richmond.edu
Professor Frank Gupton
Virginia Commonwealth University
“Pharmaceutical Processing in the 21st Century: Seeing What
Others Have Seen and Thinking What No One Has Thought”
----------------

Look for full information on the next meeting in the January issue of the Virginia
Section Bulletin or on the Section website http://www.acsva.org.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
The Executive Committee of the Virginia Section will meet at 9:00 am on
Saturday, January 25, 2020 in room 3309 of the Temple Building at Virginia
Commonwealth University in Richmond, Virginia. More details will be provided
in the January issue of the Bulletin. All members of the section are invited to
attend.
For questions regarding the agenda and meeting, contact the 2020 Chair
of the Virginia Section, Dr. M. Samy El-Shall at (804) 828-2753;
mselshal@vcu.edu. Officers and committee chairs should prepare reports for
posting on the Section website and for distribution at the meeting.

THE CHAIR’S CORNER
Season’s greetings to all members of the Virginia Section. It has been a
pleasure to serve as the 2019 Chair of the Virginia Section of the American
Chemical Society! I can hardly believe how fast this year has passed. This
is the last Chair’s Corner that I will be writing. We have accomplished much
this year and I would like to highlight of some of our activities and
accomplishments of our section.
We officially have changed our website host, and the section has a brandnew website. Check it out at http://acsva.org/ We welcomed two new
members to the Executive Committee, Vanessa Lopez, the 2020 Vice Chair,
and Gregory Grover, Chair of the Membership/Hospitality Committee.
This year, our section hosted our usual seven Section Meetings with fantastic speakers with topics
including; chemistry among the stars, rational vaccinology, your career and the local ACS Section,
photochemistry’s role in the Deepwater Horizon Spill, research integrity, the endogenous cannabinoid
system and drug addiction, safety in academic laboratories, and flavor chemistry and perception.
Meetings were held at both industrial and university locations.
The Executive Committee held three meetings in 2019. We approved a new financial goal as part of
our strategic plan. Our goal is to “Ensure financial resources are available to fund section activities
over the next 50 years” and is composed of three Strategies. Strategy 1: Identify options to diversify
and grow the Revenue Stream and implement/promote two initiatives in 2019-2020. Strategy 2:
Explore setting up an endowment for the Local Section to start implementation in January 2020.
Strategy 3: Formalize financial controls and accounting policies to ensure that section resources are
managed appropriately and to clearly document resource management.
Many members of the Executive Committee were extremely active in 2019. Many thanks to Julian
Bobb for his work with the Younger Chemist Committee; Stacey Sank and Kathryn Deibler for their
work with the Women’s Chemistry Committee; the Awards Committee, co-chaired by Kathleen
Spangler and Yezdi B. Pithawalla; the Community Activities Committee, chaired by Kristine
Smetana; and Project Seed, chaired by Mike Hunnicutt.
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Many thanks to Rob Davidson for work as Treasurer, Sarah Porter as Secretary, and Jim Beck for
his great work with the Bulletin.
The Section’s Distinguished Service Award was presented to Denise Walters, Senior Manager, GSK
Consumer Healthcare. Charles Sharpless, Professor of Chemistry at the University of Mary
Washington, received the Distinguished Research Award. Julian Bobb was the 2019 Outreach
Volunteer of The Year.
The American Chemical Society awarded the Virginia Section another ChemLuminary Award. This
marks the 20th year of these awards. The Virginia Section has won a total of 19 ChemLuminaries.
This year the Section was nominated in one category – Most Creative & Innovative Use of the
CCEW Theme. This award was presented at the national meeting in San Diego in August by the
ACS Committee on Community Activities to recognize 2018 section activities for Chemists Celebrate
Earth Week (CCEW). The Virginia Section ChemLuminary Award was received by Section Councilors
Kristine Smetana and Linette Watkins.
...Joseph Pompano, 2019 Virginia Section Chair

VIRGINIA SECTION 2019 AWARD WINNERS
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Dr. Rob Davidson

Senior Research Associate
Afton Chemical
Richmond, Virginia

DISTINGUISHED RESEARCH AWARD

Dr. B. Jill Venton
Chair and Professor of Chemistry
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia
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2020 MEETINGS OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION (TENTATIVE SCHEDULE)
January 24 (tentative date) - Annual Awards Meeting – Distinguished Service
Award, Distinguished Research Award (see above)
February 28 - University of Richmond, Richmond, Virginia - W. Allan Powell
Lectureship – Professor B. Frank Gupton, Virginia Commonwealth University
March 22 - Randolph-Macon College, Ashland, Virginia
April - University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia – Undergraduate
Research Poster Session

2020 ELECTION RESULTS
Kathleen Spangler, Chair of the Nominating Committee of the Virginia Section, has
reported these results of the balloting for 2020 officer positions:
Chair - Dr. M. Samy El-Shall
Chair Elect - Dr. LaChelle Waller
Vice Chair - Ms. Vanessa Lopez
Secretary - Dr. Sarah E. G. Porter
Treasurer - Dr. Rob Davidson
Councilor - (three-year term) - Dr. Janet Asper
Alternate Councilor - (three-year term) - Dr. Ann Sullivan
Trustee - (three-year term) - Mr. Kenneth Chapman

REPORT ON THE NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION
On November 15, 2019, the Department of Chemistry at William & Mary in Williamsburg
hosted the monthly meeting of the Virginia Section. The Reception was held in the Atrium of
Integrated Science Center 3, followed by the program in Small Hall. Dr. Joseph Pompano,
Chair of the Section, presided. Members of the Section were welcomed by Dr. Robert J.
Hinkle, Professor and Chair of the Department of Chemistry at William and Mary and by
Dr. Jordan Walk, Lecturer in Chemistry, who organized the meeting.
Dr. Pompano introduced the speaker, Dr. Kathryn Deibler, Principal Scientist at GSK
Consumer Healthcare in Richmond, who spoke on “Flavor Chemistry: Linking the Stimuli with
the Perception.” Dr. Deibler’s interesting talk was enhanced by a number of audience
participation activities that were very well received. Dr. Pompano presented her with the
traditional Jefferson Cup.
Thanks to Dr. Walk and the Department of Chemistry at William & Mary for arranging this
excellent meeting.
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NOVEMBER MEETING PHOTOS

[photographs courtesy of Julian Bobb and Jordan Walk]

JOHN GOODENOUGH SHARES 2019 NOBEL PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY
Dr. John B. Goodenough, the Virginia H. Cockrell Centennial Chair of Chemical Engineering
at the University of Texas at Austin, is one of three recipients of the 2019 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry. He shares the Prize with M. Stanley Whittingham of Binghampton University,
State University of New York, and Akira Yoshino of the Asahi Kasei Corporation in Tokyo.
They are being honored for their work on the development of the lithium-ion battery.
Whittingham created a battery using metallic lithium. Goodenough’s development of a
cathode that used cobalt oxide with intercalated lithium ions led to more powerful batteries
and the creation of the first commercially viable lithium ion battery by Yoshino in 1985.
John Goodenough was the speaker for the 2018 W. Allan
Powell Lectureship in Chemistry at the University of
Richmond. This was the Virginia Section meeting on
February 23, 2018 when he spoke on “The Road to a
Sustainable Energy Economy.” At the age of 97, he is the
oldest person to ever win a Nobel Prize and he still works
every day. He had this comment to reporters after the
announcement of the Nobel Prize: “That’s the nice thing –
they don’t make you retire at a certain age in Texas. They
allow you to keep working, so I’ve had an extra 33 years to
keep working in Texas.” Goodenough is considered an
intellectual giant of solid state chemistry and physics.
Another of his pithy quotes: “Live to 97 and you can do
anything.”

MAP OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION
The Virginia Section of the ACS
encompasses 69 counties and
cities in central and southern
Virginia, including the cities of
Richmond, Charlottesville,
Williamsburg, Harrisonburg,
Fredericksburg, Staunton,
Waynesboro, Petersburg,
Winchester, and Manassas.
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SIDNEY HARRIS CHEMISTRY CARTOON
Here is this month’s chemistry cartoon by Sidney Harris. These cartoons are provided to
ACS Local Sections as part of an ACS Technical Division Innovative Project Grant Program
awarded to the Division of History and Chemistry (HIST). Commentary for this month’s
cartoon is provided by Yvonne Connolly Martin. Dr. Martin pioneered the application of
QSAR, computational chemistry, and cheminformatics in the pharmaceutical industry during
her 48 year career at Abbott, developing many new tools and methodologies along the way.
She was arguably the first person to apply computational approaches in the pharmaceutical
industry.

“Cartoons often have many possible levels of interpretation and extrapolation. As I look at this Sidney
Harris cartoon, I see many possibilities. One is as follows: The cartoon shows a department chair (far
right) accompanying the university provost (far left) of international fame for his analysis
of the humor in Anton Chekhov’s short stories, presenting a plaque to a chemistry
professor in recognition of her election to the National Academy of Sciences. The citation
reads “In recognition of her seminal computational studies on the rheological properties
of elastic polymers under stress: Why bubblegum bubbles break.” The department chair
wonders if he will ever be recognized for the elaborate custom apparatus that he designed
to confirm the computational studies.

...Yvonne Connolly Martin, Abbott (retired)
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YCC TOUR OF THE RICHMOND CENTRAL DEPARTMENT
OF FORENSIC SCIENCE
On Friday, October 18th 2019, The ACS Virginia Section Younger Chemists
Committee (YCC) sponsored a TOUR at the Richmond Central Department
of Forensic Science Laboratory. Seventeen persons attended, including
undergraduate chemistry and forensic science students from Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU), the University of Richmond, and the
University of Virginia; graduate students from VCU’s departments of chemistry,
medicinal chemistry and forensic science; and local
industry chemists from Evonik Corporation and Eurofins
Lancaster Laboratories. The attendees (59% of them ACS Members) were escorted
on the TWO HOURS Hallway Tour by Mr. Jeffrey D. Ban (Central Laboratory
Director) to various sections of the department. Attendees learned how evidence
from various disciplines (i.e. digital and multimedia, firearms and toolmarks, latent prints & impressions,
DNA, controlled substances, and trace evidence) are collected and analyzed to solve crimes. They were
well-engaged and asked many questions pertinent to the organization, research and job opportunities,
and crime-solving processes. Overall, this was a great opportunity for students and chemists to learn
about the applications of biology and chemistry at a government laboratory facility. The YCC will continue
to sponsor tours at this laboratory.
The Central Laboratory facility, which employs a staff of about 100,
was opened in June of 1998 and is located in the Virginia
Biotechnology Research Park in the “Biotech Two” building. The
Department of Forensic Science Laboratory shares the facility with the
Central District Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, which is a
division of the Virginia Department of Health. The Virginia Department
of Forensic Science testing laboratories and the calibration (Breath
Alcohol) laboratory have been accredited by the American Society of
Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory Accreditation Board
(ASCLD/LAB) since 1989.
[report and photos by Julian Bobb, YCC Chair]

WCC REPORT
The Women Chemists Committee (WCC) held a networking happy hour at Tang and Biscuit on
October 21st to kick off National Chemistry week. We had an awesome time playing tang and biscuit
while discussing careers in Chemistry and networking. Enjoy the photos below! At the luncheon, we
discussed location selection for the 2020 Chemistry Career Panel, targeting a timeframe of October.
We have reached out to William and Mary as our top choice. If anyone has any personal contacts
that we can leverage at William and Mary, please let me or Stephanie Mabry know. We also
discussed key learnings in 2019 and what we can improve on. The rest of the lunch discussion
centered around professional development and personal growth in our own careers. The 2020
bimonthly meeting dates will be sent out in January. Please look for an email then. Enjoy the holiday
season and don’t forget to smile. If you have any goals or event ideas for 2020, please send them
my way as well (stacey.x.sank@gsk.com). Take good care,

....Stacey Sank, ACS VA Section WCC Chair
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YCC COMMENCES THE ACS VIRGINIA MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
The ACS Virginia Local Section Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) recently
rolled-out the ACS Virginia Mentorship Program. Fifteen younger chemists
(mentees) are participating in the program. Two of them are young
professionals, three are Ph.D. chemistry students from Virginia Commonwealth
University (VCU), and there are ten undergraduate chemistry students from local
universities, including Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia State
University, William & Mary, and Longwood University.
Three of the
undergraduate students who were in the mentorship program last year are
continuing in this year’s program.
The undergraduate students are juniors and seniors. Interestingly, some of them spent the summer
participating in undergraduate research and internship opportunities at various universities (Virginia
Commonwealth University and Pennsylvania State University) and companies (Afton Chemical and
Merck). I’m proud to say that some of the undergraduate students are serving leadership roles at their
respective schools’ chemistry clubs and ACS student affiliate chemistry chapters. Three of the students
(undergraduates and graduates) are also serving in various roles in our local section Younger Chemists
Committee. The process of the ACS Virginia Mentorship Program involved: (1) sending out a flyer
inquiring section members to sign up to be mentors, (2) reaching out to contacts to encourage young
professionals to sign up for the program, (3) asking mentors and mentees to create a profile whereby
they provided information such as, company or school affiliation, work and research experiences, career
aspirations, times of availability and hobbies, and (4) hosting the mentorship luncheon.
Prior to the mentees signing up for the program, Julian Bobb
(YCC chair) talked to them individually about the program including
the benefits of being a mentee. Eleven of the mentors are
scientists representing companies such as Altria Client Services,
GSK Consumer Healthcare, Contraline Inc., Evonik Corporation,
Afton Chemical Corporation, and the p-delta Corporation) while
three are recently retired scientists. One mentee was paired with
one mentor. On Saturday, September 14th, 2019 and Saturday,
September 21st, 2019, the YCC hosted Mentorship Luncheons for
the mentors and mentees in the Chemistry Department at Virginia
Commonwealth University.
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Richmond. At the luncheon event, the mentees sat with their mentors socializing while enjoying a
great catered meal. Julian Bobb gave a brief talk about what the YCC is, talked about the goals for
the program, along with the core values and program expectations. This was followed by the first
team-building activity whereby the participants were assigned to construct a free-standing tower using
spaghetti sticks, a yard of string, a yard of tape, and a marshmallow. The second team-building
activity was chemistry trivia in which the mentors/mentees were given questions to test their general
chemistry knowledge.
Prizes were given to first place winners for both activities. The luncheon
concluded with the mentees sitting with their respective mentors to create
Mentorship Work Plans. The work plans enables the mentees/mentors to
discuss their methods of communication and activities they’ll do together;
to decide how long they’ll participate in the program together; and to discuss
what they both want to get out of the mentorship relationship. Julian Bobb
followed up with the mentors/mentees pairs that were unable to attend the
luncheons to ensure that they have the necessary resources to initiate their
mentorship relationship.
Special thanks to YCC executive committee members Sophie Bray and Rachael Flammia (VCU
chemistry undergraduates) and Nazgol Norouzi and Mrinmoy Das (VCU, PhD candidates in
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology) for co-hosting the events and to the Department of Chemistry at
Virginia Commonwealth University for hosting.
[report and photos by Julian Bobb, YCC Chair]

YCC SPONSORS INTERDISCIPLINARY CHEMISTRY TRIVIA NIGHT
On November 22, 2019, the ACS Virginia Section Younger Chemists
Committee (YCC) in conjunction with Virginia Commonwealth
University's (VCU) Medicinal Chemistry Graduate Student Association
(GSA), the Chemistry Graduate Student Organization (CGSO), and the
ACS Undergraduate Student Affiliate Chemistry Chapter hosted the
Second Annual Interdisciplinary Chemistry Trivia Night and Poem
Writing Contest in the T. Edward Temple Building at VCU. This event
was conducted in celebration of the International Year of the Periodic
Table (IYPT2019). This great networking opportunity provided a means
for the SIXTY ATTENDEES (50% of whom were ACS MEMBERS, both
students and local chemists) to show off their trivia and poem writing skills while enjoying delicious
pizzas, cookies, and soft drinks. This event was attended by graduate students from the departments
of chemistry, medicinal chemistry, and mechanical engineering at VCU. Also, undergraduate VCU
students from the departments of chemistry, biology, and forensic science, in addition to chemistry
undergraduate students from Virginia State University, as well as local chemists and a middle school
science teacher.
Julian Bobb (YCC Chair) welcomed the attendees and went over the rules for the Chemistry Trivia
Event. The trivia event consisted of four rounds on the various sections of the periodic table (S Block,
P Block, D Block, and F Block) along with a bonus round with five questions per round. They were
about four participants in each group (both grads and undergrads) and each group came up with a
chemistry theme group name. The participants were NOT allowed to use any electronic devices.
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Awards were given out to the 1st and 2nd place winners. The first place winners
received medals and ACS glass beaker mugs while the second place winners
received medals and ACS “proud chemist” mugs. The inscription on the
medals said “2nd Interdisciplinary Chemistry Trivia Night IYPT2019”.
Subsequently, the YCC hosted the second session which consisted of a poem
writing contest. Each group was tasked to write two poems (a Haiku and a
Limerick) with a chemistry theme. They were allotted 15 minutes to write and
1 minute to present in front of the audience. This contest was judged by the
hosts (YCC, Medicinal Chemistry GSA, Chemistry GSO, and Undergrad Student Affiliates). Periodic
table scroll pens were given to the first place winners.
This interdisciplinary chemistry trivia and poem writing contest was leveraged to
celebrate and honor 2019 as The International Year of the Periodic Table
(IYPT2019). The YCC is excited and is looking forward to sponsoring and cohosting the Third Annual Event next Fall.
[report and photos by Julian Bobb, YCC Chair]

REFLECTIONS BY MENTORS ON THE ACS
VIRGINIA MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
I have been involved with the ACS Virginia Section’s Mentorship Program from its
inception to the present day. This was the main reason why I became involved
with the Virginia Section of the ACS, because I wanted to have opportunities to
mentor young chemists to make up for the lack of mentorship I had while I was in
college and starting out as a young professional. The pilot program was
introduced and once I familiarized myself with the program, I decided to run full
speed ahead with my role as a mentor, seeking out the best opportunities I could
afford for my mentees. In the past, I have both taught college students and
trained coworkers but I have not been an actual mentor. I was matched with a Hampden-Sydney
college sophomore who was still deciding on what he wanted to do when he graduated, whether it
was to go to graduate school or to pursue a career in industry. This sounded very familiar to me;
unfortunately, I was not aware or knew of anyone who could provide me guidance on the next step.
We first communicated via email, exchanged background information, and eventually I was able to
have him come to my work and shadow me every other week while providing him opportunities to
communicate with individuals in other departments. This mentoring relationship continued until he
completed his undergraduate degree. By the time he graduated, he was able to narrow down the
field on what he wanted to focus on and landed a job in the brewing industry. I have had many other
mentees since - some focused, some unfocused, and I work with each individual to help them on their
unique journey ahead. I tap into the network I built through ACS and beyond to connect them with
the right people to talk to. The coaching and mentoring expertise I have provided has enabled my
mentees to obtain full-time positions and internships by guiding them towards taking the right steps to
move forward in their careers. My take away from being a mentor and being in the mentees’ shoes is
that mentoring is more than just reviewing a resume; it’s about getting to know someone and working
together to take the right steps for their future while supporting them along the way.
...Heather Lourenco, M.S., Senior Associate Scientist, GSK Consumer Healthcare
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Participating in the ACS Virginia Mentorship Program as a mentor has been a
wonderful experience. Julian Bobb (Current YCC Chair) and Heather Lourenco
(Immediate-Past YCC Chair) have done an amazing job designing and organizing the
program. I have enjoyed getting to know some younger professionals as they have
begun their career journey. My mentees came with intriguing questions allowing me to
reflect on what worked and didn’t work for me in my career. It has been so rewarding
to see them contemplate and grow. I am proud of their progress, as they have encroached on new
stages in their careers. Their curiosity and initiative have impressed me. The benefits to me have
been many, including opportunities to reflect, a renewed look at my own career, and the satisfaction
of giving back in a way I have received support. I would highly recommend participation in the ACS
Virginia Mentorship Program.
...Kathryn Deibler, Ph.D., Principal Scientist, GSK Consumer Healthcare
The Bulletin is published nine times a year
by the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society
Editor: James Beck, 1977 Vesonder Road, Petersburg, VA 23805;
(804) 733-5286; beckjd1977@comcast.net
Publisher: Will Lewis, (804) 586-5492; wlewis8669@aol.com
Chair of the Virginia Section: Joseph Pompano, (804) 852-6896;
joepompano@comcast.net

NOTE FROM TEACHER AWARD RECIPIENT
The Editor of The Bulletin received this note from Ms. Suzanne McIninch who received the Section’s
Franklin D. Kizer Distinguished High School Chemistry Teacher Award at the September, 2019
meeting.
“Thank you so much for hosting the ACS teacher award. It was an honor to be nominated
and presented at your annual meeting. You and Larry [White] worked very hard at getting
this all together and I wanted to personally thank you for the honor and for the honorarium.
I will spend it wisely for my chemistry classroom. Many thanks, Sue McIninch”

VIRGINIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE MEETING
The 98th Annual Meeting of the Virginia Academy of Science will be held on May 28-30, 2020 at
James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. The deadline for electronic submission of
presentation titles and other information is January 31, 2020. Oral presentations will be given on
Friday, May 29. A Poster Session is also scheduled for May 29. Guidelines for presentations and the
link for accessing the online form for submitting titles for presentations can be found on the VAS
website: http://vaacadsci.org.

ACS CAREER DAY - WASHINGTON, D.C.
All ACS members are invited to participate in the Career Navigator LIVE! Career Day DC on
Saturday, February 8 at the Washington Plaza Hotel in Washington, DC. Personalized career
consulting and resume reviews will be available. The special event and luncheon is FREE. Register
on the Navigator website: https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/career-events/dmv.html.

