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*** VIRGINIA SECTION NEWS ***
CANDIDATES FOR VIRGINIA SECTION POSITIONS
Dr. M. Samy El-Shall, Chair of the Nominations Committee, has submitted this slate of
candidates for Virginia Section offices. Balloting will take place in November. More information
on the election process and brief biographies of the candidates is given below.

CHAIR (2022) - Vanessa Lopez
CHAIR ELECT (2022) - Jack D. Brown
VICE CHAIR (2022) - Charlene Crawley
SECRETARY (2022) - Julian Bobb
TREASURER (2022) - Rob Davidson
COUNCILOR (2022-2024) - Kristine Smetana
ALTERNATE COUNCILOR (2022-2024) - Chris Hodge
TRUSTEE (2022-2024) - Stephanie Mabry

ELECTION OF VIRGINIA SECTION OFFICERS FOR 2022
Ballots for voting for officers will be sent via email to all authorized members of the Section. Voting
must be completed by November 15. If you prefer to vote by a paper ballot, please contact Julian
Bobb at bobbja@vcu.edu; (804) 908-8623. Here are the nominees for 2022 offices (write-in voting is
possible by electronic means or on paper ballots).

For Chair: Ms. Vanessa Lopez

Altria Client Services

Vanessa Lopez is a Scientist I at Altria’s Center of Research and Technology in Richmond. She has been
involved in tobacco testing for 4 years. Part of her functions at Altria include development and validation of
analytical methods using a variety of different instrumentation: HPLC, LC-MS/MS, IC, IC-MS, ICP-MS and
she is currently learning GC and GC-MS. Prior to Altria, she worked at Eurofins Lancaster Laboratories in the
liquid and ion chromatography group, and at Enthalpy Analytical in the metals group. She has a bachelor’s in
Chemistry from Virginia Commonwealth University and is currently looking into several Master’s programs.
Vanessa has been active the Virginia Section’s Younger Chemists Committee and has served as a mentor in
their mentorship program. She was the Vice Chair of the Virginia Section in 2020 and Chair Elect in 2021.
Vanessa resides in Richmond, Virginia with her two dogs and cat.
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For Chair Elect: Dr. Jack Brown
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Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals (retired)

Jack Brown was raised in Idaho and earned a BS in Chemistry at Utah State University in Logan, Utah.
Jack stayed in Logan to pursue his Ph.D. in Chemistry under the direction of Professor Daniel L. Comins,
where he was Professor Comins’ second student. After finishing his degree, he continued his education
under the direction of Professor Albert I. Meyers at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado.
After his post-doctoral studies, he was hired by Syntex Chemicals in Boulder, Colorado as a Principal
Scientist. When Syntex was acquired by Hoffmann La Roche, he stayed there until 2002 and rose to the
rank of Distinguished Scientist while working on multiple projects, such as Naproxen® , Saquinavir® (the
first of the HIV protease inhibitors), and Tamiflu® (first drug approved for both influenza A & B). In 2002,
he was offered a position with Boehringer Ingelheim Chemicals in Petersburg, Virginia as the Manager of
Process Chemistry and stayed there until 2014 while the site was being sold and left as the Associate
Director of Process Chemistry. Between 2014 and 2019, he worked at Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals
in Ridgefield, Connecticut as a Principal Research Scientist and retired in September 2019 as a Senior
Research Fellow. Jack has been active in the past with Scouts and was an Explorer leader, member of
Sigma Xi, awarded R & D award from Syntex Chemicals, Team award from Boehringer Ingelheim
Chemicals, and in 2011 named the ACS Southeast Regional Innovator of the year. Jack now resides in
Moseley (full-time) with his wife. He is currently the Vice Chair of the Virginia Section.

For Vice Chair: Dr. Charlene Crawley

Virginia Commonvwealth University

Charlene Crawley, a native of Richmond, Virginia graduated from John F. Kennedy High School (currently
Armstrong High School in Richmond) in 1974. She received B.S. (1978) and M.S. (1981) degrees in Chemistry
from Virginia Commonwealth University (Adviser- Dr. Fred Hawkridge) and the PhD (1986) in
Electroanalytical Chemistry from the University of Delaware (Adviser – Dr. Garry Rechnitz)
Dr. Crawley was a Senior Research Chemist and Laboratory Supervisor of the Analytical Organic and Special
Problems group at the Hercules Research Center in Wilmington, DE (1987). For nearly 10 years, she had
oversight over research and methods development, problem solving, and quality assurance programs for
products ranging from paper, film, and fibers to inks, paints, and rocket propellants and also held the National
Office of Team Leader for Plant & Laboratory Quality Operations. Upon completion of a one-year sabbatical
from Hercules as a Program Officer in the Analytical and Surface Chemistry Program for the National Science
Foundation (NSF), Dr. Crawley joined VCU (1996) where she is currently Associate Professor (Chemistry) and
Program Director of the B.S. in Interdisciplinary Sciences (College of Humanities and Sciences (CHS)) major.
Her research interests focused on the development of electrochemical biosensors and capillary electrophoresis
for the analysis of environmental contaminants.
Professionally, Dr. Crawley is a member of the American Chemical Society, where she has held both national
(Publicity Officer–Analytical Division) and Virginia Section (Minority Affairs Co-Chair) offices. The
Section’s minority affairs programs earned Chemluminary Awards from the national ACS in 2018 and 2020
She has also held membership in the Society of Electroanalytical Chemists, Women in Science, American
Society for Cell Biology, and the National Organization of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers
(NOBCChE). At VCU, Dr. Crawley has served as co-Chair and Chair of the CHS and Chemistry Diversity and
Equity Committees, Secretary of the Faculty Council, and President and VP of the VCU Black Education
Association (BEA). She is a recipient of the VCU Presidential Award for Community and Multicultural
Enrichment (PACME) Capstone Award (2017), the National Minority Access Faculty Role Model Award, and
the CHS Service Award (2018).

For Secretary: Dr. Julian Bobb

Virginia Commonwealth University

Julian Bobb obtained his Ph.D. in physical chemistry from the Department of Chemistry at Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU) under the supervision of Dr. M. Samy El-Shall. He is currently a
Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Department of Chemical & Life Science Engineering at VCU. He has
been very active in the Virginia Section and currently serves as the Chair of the Younger Chemists Committee
(YCC). He coordinates the Section’s Student Mentorship Program and has developed a wide-ranging program
of activities for younger chemists. He was named the 2019 ACS Volunteer of the Year for the Virginia Section.
He has written several successful grant proposals to support the work of the YCC and the Virginia Section.
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For Treasurer: Dr. Rob Davidson

Page 3

Afton Chemical (retired)

Rob Davidson retired recently from his position as a Senior Research Scientist with Afton Chemical in Richmond.
He received his B.S. degree in Chemistry from Duke University, a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from the Univ. of
North Carolina – Chapel Hill and his MBA from Louisiana State University. Rob was with Afton and its
predecessor, Ethyl Corporation, for over 40 years in a variety of R&D, Business, and Marketing roles. He has been
a member of the Virginia Section for the past 27 years and has served both as section Secretary and co-chair of the
Industrial Relations Committee. Rob represented Afton on the ACS Committee on Corporation Associates from
1999 – 2007. He was awarded the Section's Distinguished Service Award in 2019. He is the current treasurer of
the Section.

For Councilor (2022-2024): Dr. Kristine Smetana

Southside Virginia Community College

Kristine Smetana is a Chemistry Instructor at Southside Virginia Community College in Alberta, Virginia.
She graduated from Wheaton College with a B.A. in chemistry/ACS certified in 1990 and completed a Ph.D. in
inorganic chemistry from Virginia Commonwealth University in 2004. During her time in graduate school, she
worked full time teaching college chemistry, college biology, environmental science and economics for the
Governor’s school for Global Economics and Technology in Southside Virginia and directed their student
research program. She also taught Biology, Earth Science and Advanced Science at the Appomattox Regional
Governor’s School. She taught chemistry at John Tyler Community College for 16 years and received the
Outstanding Faculty Award for teaching in May 2015. She worked at Benedictine College Prep School
teaching chemistry and algebra for one year before returning to the college community. At Benedictine,
Kristine helped with the school’s accreditation and took the lead for the science report. She has also taught at
Longwood University. Kristine has been a member of the Executive Committee of the Virginia Section since
2000 and has been very active with the section’s community activities. She has been the coordinator of
National Chemistry Week (NCW) activities in the Section since 2006 and coordinator of the Chemists
Celebrate Earth Day (CCED) program since 2007. Our Section has received numerous Chemluminary awards
for the work done during Chemists Celebrate Earth Day, National Chemistry Week, and Chemists with
Disabilities Awards for activities at events and for teaching science to children with disabilities. She is
a Councilor for the Virginia Section, was a member of the national SOCED special task force for two-year
colleges and the task force for the high school teacher program with DIVCHED, and has worked on the
revisions of the Middle and High School ACS Guidelines as well as various other working groups through the
National ACS committee, SOCED.

For Alternate Councilor (2022-2024): Mr. Chris Hodge Naval Surface Warfare Center,
Dahlgren Division, Dam Neck Activity (NSWCDD DNA)
Chris Hodge has almost 25 years of experience in industry and with the Navy. During his time in industry, he
served as the liaison to Milliken & Co. headquarters and process manager for two developmental equipment
installations at the Pendleton Finishing Plant. He began at the NSWCDD in 2002 with the Chemical, Biological,
and Radiological (CBR) Defense Division, working CBR Decontamination development efforts. After being
promoted to senior scientist for his contributions and leadership of numerous projects in multiple divisions focused
on delivering technology to the warfighter, Chris transitioned into the supervisory ranks as the Head of the CBR
Concepts & Experimentation Branch. He currently serves as the the Head of the Technology Integration Safety
Branch at NSWCDD DNA. He also serves as a consultant, providing subject matter expertise regarding
decontamination research and testing as well as the science behind the development and utility of Dahlgren Decon,
which proved to be useful in destroying opioids and cleaning up clandestine drug labs as well as neutralizing CBR
warfare agents. Chris holds a Master's degree in Chemistry from the University of South Carolina, and a Bachelor's
degree in Chemistry from Tennessee Technological University. Chris and his wife Lee Heather live in
Fredericksburg. In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with his family (including his new granddaughter),
serving in the local church, running, and hunting.
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For Trustee (2022-2024): Dr. Stephanie Mabry
Stephanie Mabry has served as a Trustee of the Virginia Section since 2015. She has a BS in chemistry from West
Virginia University and a PhD in physical chemistry from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her
professional experience includes positions in both academic and industrial research and in leading analytical
chemistry laboratories. Dr. Mabry has been a member of the Virginia Section since 2004 and has served as Section
Chair, Treasurer, and chair of the Section's Women Chemists Committee. She was awarded the Section's
Distinguished Service Award in 2012.

VIRGINIA SECTION WINS FOUR CHEMLUMINARY AWARDS
The Virginia Section has been selected as winners of four
ChemLuminary Awards. ChemLuminary Awards recognize volunteer

efforts by the society’s local sections and technical divisions. This
year was the 23rd time that the ACS has presented ChemLuminary
Awards. The awards for 2021 were presented at a special
ceremony during National Chemistry Week. The Section was
nominated for seven of the awards and won in these four
categories:
!

Best Activity or Program Stimulating Member Involvement

!

Outstanding Engagement with K-8 Students

!

Outstanding NCW Event for a Specific Audience

M

Outstanding Local Section Younger Chemists Committee

The Virginia Section has now won a total of 26 ChemLuminary Awards during the 23 years
that they have been presented by the national ACS. Also, the Section has received three
Phoenix Awards (the predecessors of the ChemLuminary awards) and two “Best Local
Section” awards (1969 and 1988).

WOMEN CHEMISTS COMMITTEE (WCC)
The WCC held a virtual luncheon on 22 September, 2021 with seven
persons in attendance. The topic was open for discussion and we
touched on developing leadership opportunities for undergrads and grad
students as well as different research opportunities at local universities.
It was very much a personal touch-base and checking in with each other.
Congratulations to Stephanie Mabry for starting a new position and best
wishes to Neda Ojaghlou as she moves to Indianapolis for the next step
in her career. We are looking to fill the WCC Chair position for 2022. If
you have any recommendations, please do share.
...Stacey Sank, WCC Chair for 2021 - stacey.x.sank@gsk.com
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CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
November 5 - Dr. Todd Marder, Universitat Wurzburg, Wurzburg, Germany
November 12 - Dr. Leah Dodson, University of Maryland, College Park
November 15 - Dr. Heather Spinney, DOW Midland
For 2021-2022, the Department plans to return primarily to in-person seminars. Friday
seminars will be at 3:30pm in Physics 203. For more information, contact the Department of
Chemistry at (434) 924-3344; chem@virginia.edu; www.chemistry.as.virginia.edu/seminars.

CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY
October 28 - Dr. Aaron May, Virginia Commonwealth University, Department of
Medicinal Chemistry - “The Quest for Selective Antibiotics: Phage-Related
Ribosomal Proteases”
November 4 - Dr. Martin Edwards, University of Arkansas
November 11 - Dr. Michael C. Fitzgerald, Duke University - “Proteomic Methods and
Applications for Protein Folding and Stability Measurements” (Fenn Lecture)
All seminars are held via Zoom at 4:00 PM, unless
otherwise noted. For more information, contact the
Department of Chemistry at (804) 828-1298;
chemistry@vcu.edu

The Bulletin is published nine times a year
by the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society
Editor: James Beck, 1977 Vesonder Road, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-5286; beckjd1977@comcast.net
Publisher: Will Lewis, (804) 586-5492; wlewis8669@aol.com
Chair of the Virginia Section: LaChelle Waller, (804) 828-5946;
lmwaller@vcu.edu
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GRANTS FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION
The Virginia Section provides small grants ($50 - $500) to teachers for projects involving
science teaching. The grants can be used to purchase materials and equipment for activities
in science classrooms and laboratories. No funds are provided for personnel costs. More
information and a proposal form can be found on the Section website: acsva.org. Look for
the Chemical Education tab under “About Us,” or contact Dr. Kristine Smetana at
kristine.smetana@southside.edu.
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REPORT ON THE SEPTEMBER MEETING OF THE SECTION
The September meeting of the Virginia Section was held virtually on September 17, 2021.
The Zoom meeting was hosted by Ms. Vanessa Lopez, Chair Elect of the Section, with the
assistance of Section Chair Dr. LaChelle Waller. This meeting featured the recognition of
outstanding elementary science, middle school science, and high school chemistry teachers.
Dr. James Demas was the featured speaker. Over 30 persons registered for the Zoom
meeting. The pre-program social time included a PowerPoint presentation on Virginia Section
teacher awards and on the 2001 recipients. Vanessa Lopez and Jim Beck prepared the
presentation.
LaChelle and Vanessa welcomed everyone. The Distinguished Elementary School
Science Teacher Award was then presented to Mr. David Thomas, who teaches at
Greensville Elementary School in Greensville County. Ms. Carolyn Wilkerson, a teacher at
Tomahawk Creek Middle School in Chesterfield County, received the Distinguished Middle
School Science Teacher Award. She was introduced by Ms. Phaedra Clark, Science
Department Chair at Tomahawk Creek Middle School. The Franklin D. Kizer Distinguished
High School Chemistry Teacher Award was given to Ms. Susan Saylor, who teaches
chemistry at Sherando High School in Frederick County. Ms. Karen McCoy, Assistant
Principal at Sherando High, introduced Ms. Saylor. In her remarks, Ms. Saylor thanked her
parents, who were present via Zoom, the Sherando High School staff, and the Virginia
Section. The award winners displayed the plaques that they received. Each teacher received
a check for $300.00 and each of their schools received $300.00 for use in science instruction.

David Thomas
Elementary School

Carolyn Wilkerson
Middle School

Susan Saylor
High School

Jim Demas presented a very interesting talk on “A Random Walk Through
Sixty Years of Chemistry.” He is an emeritus professor of chemistry at
the University of Virginia. He received a B.S. from the University of New
Mexico in 1964 and a Ph.D. from there in 1970. He joined the faculty at
UVA in 1971 and is now retired. His research interests are the photochemistry and photophysics of transition metal complexes. His work
spans analytical, physical, inorganic and polymer chemistry. In addition,
Jim enjoys biking, hiking, photography, and martial arts. Until recently, he
was an avid skier. He specializes in the creative photography of his
grandchildren. In his presentation, he showed some of the mind-boggling advancements in
chemistry and related fields, including the advance in computational tools from slide rules to
hand-held calculators, microcomputers, and supercomputers. Advancements in analytical
instrumentation have been astounding. The progress in chemistry during the sixty years of his
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involvement are truly amazing. There were many interesting questions and comments on
Jim’s journey and on the continuing pace of advancement in the sciences. Vanessa and
LaChelle thanked him for his outstanding talk and thanked everyone who participated in the
Zoom meeting. Jim will receive an engraved Jefferson Cup as a token of appreciation. He
has been active in the Virginia Section for many years and received the Distinguished Service
Award from the Section in 1999. He is now a Trustee of the Section.

POSITION AVAILABLE - UNIVERSITY OF MARY WASHINGTON
The Department of Chemistry and Physics at the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg is
searching for a tenure track Assistant Professor in Analytical Chemistry. This person will be
responsible for teaching courses in instrumental analysis, analytical chemistry, general chemistry
and/or courses consistent with their area of expertise. They will also be responsible for helping to
repair and maintain chemical instrumentation in the department. The appointee will be expected to
develop an original research program to complement existing departmental research programs and
incorporates undergraduate students into the process.
Area of Expertise: Analytical Chemistry
Required Qualifications: The successful candidate will be responsible for teaching instrumental
analysis, analytical chemistry, general chemistry, other courses (depending on expertise) such as
environmental chemistry, and developing new courses that contribute to the liberal arts and sciences
mission of the university.
Preferred Qualifications: Experience in instrument training, maintenance and repair (LC-MS,
GC-MS, HPLC, spectroscopy) as well as prior college teaching experience are desired.
Proposed Starting Date: 08/16/2022
Close Date: 11/15/2021
More Information:
https://careers.umw.edu/postings/11061?fbclid=IwAR3egBGlaR6h-QfnI2pI3SaYCpd7eBaZUDLeP4A
myugrCFb0t-vnouuZ7KY

POSITION AVAILABLE - BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM
RIDGEFIELD, CONNECTICUT
Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals in Ridgefield, Connecticut has an opening for a Scientist II/III
in Process Research. The candidate will perform routine lab duties with minimal supervision.
Participate/assist in the design and execution of non-routine experiments. Perform all work in
conformance with applicable regulations. Perform all work in a safe manner. Perform all work in
compliance with safety and applicable regulations in cGMP environment. The scope of responsibility
is primarily within the laboratory environment and immediate discipline.
Scientist II Requirements: Master’s Degree from an accredited institution in Organic Chemistry,
Chemical Engineering or other related fields of study OR Bachelor’s Degree with three-plus (3+)
years of experience in Organic Chemistry, Chemical Engineering or other related fields of study.
Scientist III Requirements: Master’s Degree from an accredited institution with three-plus (3+)
years of experience in Organic Chemistry, Chemical Engineering or other related fields of study OR
Bachelor’s Degree with seven-plus (7+) years of experience in Organic Chemistry, Chemical
Engineering or other related fields of study.
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Other Requirements:
·

Demonstrated knowledge of own field

·

Ability to operate laboratory equipment and apparatus

·

Ability to learn new technologies and concepts

·

Good written and verbal communication skills

·

Basic understanding of applicable regulations

Eligibility Requirements:
Must be legally authorized to work in the United States without restriction.
Must be willing to take a drug test and post-offer physical (if required).
Must be 18 years of age or older.
For more information, visit boehringer-ingelheim.com and search for Process Research position
2111793.

YOUNGER CHEMISTS ACTIVITIES
The Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) of the Virginia Section and the Eastern US YCC
Partnership continue to be very active. Another in their “Day in the Life” series was held on
October 27, featuring Agricultural Chemist Dr. Tejas Shah. In September, Mr. Joe Marino,
ACS Career Consultant, presented a program on a “Day in the Life of a Process Chemist.”
A Self-Care Saturday program on “The Art of Self-Care” was held on October 9. Dr. Julian
Bobb, Chair of the YCC for the Virginia Section, will be reporting on these and other events in
future issues of the Bulletin. Contact him at vayoungerchemistscommittee@gmail.com for
more information.

2022 POWELL LECTURESHIP
January 28, 2022
University of Richmond
PROFESSOR STEPHEN L. BUCHWALD
Camille Dreyfus Professor
Department of Chemistry
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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NOMINATIONS FOR VIRGINIA SECTION AWARDS
Each year, the Virginia Section presents a number of special awards to members of the
Section. Several of these will be presented in February, 2022. Nominations are now being
solicited for these awards:
P

the Distinguished Service Award

P

Distinguished Research

P

Outstanding Innovator

P

Outstanding Innovation

P

Industrial Leadership

More information on these awards and others offered by the Section can be found on the
Section Website: www. acsva.org (look under the “ABOUT US” tab). Nominations can be
submitted to either of the co-chairs of the Awards Committee: Yezdi Pithawalla,
yezdi.b.pithawalla@altria.com; (804) 335-2301 or Kathleen Spangler, kms2uu@virginia.edu;
(804) 370-8097. Nominations must be received by December 1, 2021. Nomination forms are
available on the Section website.

A TRIVIA QUESTION
See if you can identify this person. He holds the record for the most talks given at meetings of
the Virginia Section – seven. He also holds the record (at least for talks given since 1950) for
the longest titles for presentations. Here are the Section talks with the two longest titles:
“The Effect of Structure and Conformation on the Chemical Properties of Nicotine and
Nicotine Analogues: Application of These Concepts to Nicotine Pharmacology” (talk given in
1980)
“The Mutation of the 'Nobel Prize in Chemistry' into the 'Nobel Prize in Chemistry or Life
Sciences': Several Decades of Transparent and Opaque Evidence of Change within the Nobel
Prize Program” (talk given in 2021)
Editor’s note: The length of the titles is based on a review of talks given between January,
1950 and September, 2021.

SENIOR CHEMIST COMMITTEE
The Virginia Section is establishing a Senior Chemist Committee. Dr. Rob Davidson and
Dr. Joe Pompano are leading the efforts to get the committee off the ground. If you are
interested in working on this project, contact either Rob at robiradav@aol.com or Joe at
pompano13220@gmail.com.
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...A LOOK BACK...
Here is another look back to the early days of the Virginia Section newsletter, The Bulletin.
Although the Virginia Section is over 100 years old (the Section received its charter from the
ACS in 1915), the Bulletin did not begin publication until 1923. Advertisements were included
in many of the early issues of the newsletter. The January, 1924 issue (Vol, II, No. 4) included
these three ads:
•

J. T. Baker Chemical Company for “Baker’s Analyzed”. “Twenty Years is a
Long Time certainly long enough to demonstrate the soundness of a theory. It is
just twenty years since the J.T. Baker Chemical Company conceived the idea of
taking the guess out of “C. P.” chemicals. They had a theory that it would be
a real help to chemists. “

•

Medical College of Virginia. “Thorough training in Chemistry and allied
sciences is the best possible background for the professions of Medicine,
Dentistry and Pharmacy. The Medical College of Virginia offers complete
courses in all three of these professions. Its laboratories are ample, well
equipped and in charge of full time instructors. Richmond furnishes excellent
clinical facilities.”

•

ARTHUR H. THOMAS COMPANY. “Laboratory Apparatus and Reagents,
RETAIL—WHOLESALE—EXPORT. Reagent Bottles with brilliant black lettering
on white enameled shield, guaranteed not to change color or crack under all
ordinary laboratory uses, of the same quality and execution as those imported in
large quantities in pre-war years.”

It is interesting to note the evolution of these three advertisers. In 1904, the J.T. Baker
Company was founded by John Townshend (J.T.) Baker to produce chemicals of the “highest
degree of purity commercially available.” The company was acquired by Procter & Gamble in
1985 and by Mallinckrodt in1995. It is now part of Avantor and is still producing “high-purity
chemicals for the world’s most demanding applications”.
The Medical College of Virginia began in Richmond in1838 as a branch of HampdenSydney College. In 1845 the school moved to the Egyptian Building which is still in use for
classes. It became an independent institution in 1854. In 1900, the college became the first
in the country to expand the medical school curriculum to four years. In 1968, MCV joined
with the Richmond Professional Institute (RPI) to form Virginia Commonwealth University.
The Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine now includes 26 basic health
science and clinical departments, as well as 11 affiliated institutes and centers.
The Arthur H. Thomas Company was formed in Philadelphia in1900. The founders included
Arthur H. Thomas, J. Edward Patterson, William and Charles Lentz, William Drescher, and
Henry Bausch. The first Arthur H. Thomas catalog was published in 1904. The 1914 catalog
had detailed illustrations and descriptions of a comprehensive list of scientific apparatus,
which far exceeded anything previously offered to American scientists. Much of the catalog
was dictated by Mr. Thomas personally. The catalog was greeted with great acclaim and was
hailed by the American Association for the Advancement of Science. It soon became known
as the 'bible' of the industry. The company is now known as Thomas Scientific and provides
laboratory supplies, chemicals, equipment, instruments, clinical products and services.

