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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
        
The Executive Committee of the Virginia Section will meet at 9:00 a,m. on Saturday,
January 14, 2017 in Room 150 of the Hunter-McDaniel Building at Virginia State
University in Petersburg (Ettrick), Virginia.  More details will be provided in the January
issue  of  the  Bulletin.   All   members  of  the  section  are  invited  to  attend. 
For   questions   regarding   the  agenda   and  meeting,   contact  the  2017 Chair of 
the Virginia Section, Dr. Colleen Taylor, at (804) 524-5481; cmtaylor@vsu.edu. 
Officers and committee chairs should prepare reports for posting on the Section
website and for distribution at the meeting.  
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2017 MEETINGS OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION 

January 20 - Virginia Union University, Richmond - Awards Meeting
  

February 17 - University of Richmond - Dr. Robert Grubbs  (Powell Lectureship)

March 16 - Altria Center for Research and Technology, Richmond - Willie McKinney

April 14 - University of Virginia, Charlottesville - Dr. Joseph Chipuk, Undergraduate        
       Research Poster Session

 
THE CHAIR’S CORNER

My fellow chemists, I can’t believe that it is already December, my last month
as chair of the section.   It has been an honor and a privilege to serve such a
dedicated group of scientists for the last year.  We started with momentum last
fall with our 100  anniversary celebration, and that momentum has continuedth

on through this year.  This year’s National Chemistry Week activities were
fantastic!  The hands-on children’s activities at the Richmond Children’s
Museum in combination with the various Great Pumpkin Periodic Table events
at multiple locations throughout the state were all wonderful.  I would like to
thank the ACS members, student affiliates, high school teachers, and high
school students who worked to make these events successful.  I am sure that

members of the ACS community conducted other National Chemistry Week activities.  I hope that
many of you will take a few minutes to share your events with our editor and publish them in future
editions of “The Bulletin.”   On November 4 , Dr. Jeff Seeman gave his 6  presentation to the VAth th

section at the November meeting and shared data and an intriguing story about the problems that
come with not accurately assigning credit in authorship.  Hopefully Dr. Seeman’s insights into history
will inform our future and point us all in a better direction.  Over the last two years we have been
continuously looking back and looking forward.  In looking back, Mr. Larry White and Dr. Jim Beck will
soon have our updated 100 year history ready to post on our website.  I hope that you were able to
join us at the Executive Committee meeting on December 10  when we rolled out our strategic plan. th

Let’s all work together in the coming year to build a strong future for the Virginia Section.  

                                                                                ...Denise Walters, 2016 Section Chair
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2017 ELECTION RESULTS

Dr. Todd Koch, Chair of the Nominating Committee, has reported these results of the balloting for
2017 officer positions:

    Chair - Dr. Colleen Taylor Chair Elect - Ms. Kathleen Sink 

    Vice Chair - Dr. Joseph Pompano    Secretary - Dr. Christine Farthing

    Treasurer - Dr. Thad Hannel Councilor - Dr.Ann Sullivan
            (three-year term)

    Alternate Councilor - Dr. Janet Asper
                   (three-year term)

    Trustee - Dr. Philip P. Burks, Jr.
                  (three-year term)

NOTE FROM THE CHAIR ELECT

Happy Holidays to all in the Virginia Section and thank you sincerely for
allowing me to serve as chair for the upcoming 2017 year.  I was asked
recently on a long drive to South Carolina what my goals will be for my
term as Chair.  Thanks to the leadership of Denise Walters, we have
established a sound strategic plan for the section, therefore the goals for
the 2017 year have been well made.  My primary duty will be to see that
we work towards our mission in all our activities and actions over the
course of the year.  Having served on two previous strategic planning
workgroups for Virginia State University, I have had a wide range of
experience with the formation and implementation of a strategic plan.     I
found the latter to be much more daunting and sometimes disappointing. 
I know that the work to maintain a focused and thoughtful adherence to

the goals of an institution (or organization) requires hard work, a sustained commitment, buy-in,
flexibility, adaptation, a positive attitude, and the ability for critical self-reflection.  A strategic plan is
certainly not something that you can put on a shelf to collect dust.  A good strategic plan is a much
more organic process that requires tending. 

I hope to address specific issues that came up in our planning process and to provide the readers
with some thoughts to consider.  One such issue that came up in discussion was soliciting more
involvement in leadership decisions and planning across the section’s geographic locations.  One way
to meet that goal is to include a minimum of three committee members from different areas on each
standing committee.  Certainly with mentorship as one of our top priorities, we each should at least
think of bringing someone on board who can step in for us if needed.  We discussed having multiple
activities across the section that could be more coordinated and impactful.  In these days of web
conferencing, there are no barriers for wide-ranging collaboration.   As an academic, I know the pain
of collaborative decision making and appreciate the effort in this approach.  Just remember, as I
always have to remind myself, leadership is not just about how much we can do for the section, it is
about how we can inspire others to become involved in the section.  Please let me know if I can help
recruit members to your committees and make suggestions on expanding our footprint in Virginia.  

Have a safe and restful holiday season.

                               ...Colleen Taylor, Chair Elect of the Virginia Section 
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REPORT ON THE NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION

The November 4, 2016 meeting of the Virginia Section was hosted by the Department of Chemistry at
the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg.  The Social Hour and Dinner were held at the
Home Team Grill with the program in the Digital Auditorium of the Hurley Convergence Center on the
UMW campus.  Dr. Denise Walters, Chair of the Section, presided.  She introduced Dr. Michael
Walters and his wife Marilyn, who are friends of Dr. Jeffrey Seeman, the speaker for the program.     
        Dr. Walters, who is a Professor of Chemistry at the University of California, Santa Barbara, gave
the John B. Fenn Memorial Lecture at Virginia Commonwealth University on November 3. 

Dr. Walters noted that this was her last meeting as Chair of the Virginia Section.  She thanked the
members of the Section for their support during 2016 and acknowledged the hard work of the
Executive Committee.  She showed an ACS blanket that is available to ACS members who recruit
new members of the Society.  She also mentioned several upcoming events, including a special
meeting of the Executive Committee on December 10 when the new Strategic Plan for the Section
will be unveiled.  Another item of note is the Pumpkin Periodic Table event.  Dr. Colleen Taylor is
coordinating the event in the Richmond area while Dr. Joseph Crockett is working on a similar
program in the “Valley” part of the Section. 

The speaker was introduced by Ms. Kelly McDaniel, a senior chemistry major at the University of
Mary Washington and President of the Student Affiliate Chapter.  Dr. Seeman drew upon his
extensive knowledge of the history of chemistry to present an interesting and enlightening talk on the
responsible conduct of research.  At the conclusion of his talk, Ms. Kathleen Sink, Vice Chair of the
Section, presented him with the traditional engraved Jefferson Cup.  Dr. Seeman, who has given a
record number of presentations to the Virginia Section (a total of six), said that he treasures his
Jefferson cups.
   
Thanks to Dr. Janet Asper at UMW and to her colleagues and students for arranging this meeting.  

                Kelly McDaniel                               Jeff Seeman                 Denise Walters wearing
                                                                                                                  the ACS blanket

    

        Joe Crockett with his                  Mike and Marilyn Bowers,           Patrick Schwarz, Mike
      pumpkin project poster               Melinda Davis, Jeff Seeman          Bowers, Jeff Seeman
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NEW VIRGINIA SECTION STRATEGIC PLAN UNVEILED

On December 10, 24 members of the Virginia Section gathered at Hollyfield
Manor for the unveiling of the new strategic plan for the Virginia Section. 
Dr. Denise Walters, Chair of the Section, presided and presented the
strategic plan.  The new plan to guide the future of the Section was
developed at a two-day Strategic Planning Retreat that was held in
September (see report in the October, 2016 issue of the Bulletin). 

The plan includes this Vision Statement for the Virginia Section: “The Virginia
Local Section serves the community by advancing chemistry and
communicating its impact on people’s lives” and this Mission Statement:
“Inspiring, educating, developing, and connecting Virginia chemists and the
community for the benefit of Earth and its people.”

The group at Hollyfield discussed the four broad goals that have been set
and implementation strategies for reaching each goal.  One or more
“Champions” has been designated for each strategy.  Most of the
Champions are members of the Executive Committee for the Virginia
Section.  More information on the Strategic
Plan can be found on the Section’s website:
http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org.  

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dr. Colleen Taylor, Chair Elect of the
Section and a member of the Strategic Planning Committee, presented
Denise Walters with a gift in appreciation for her work in spearheading
the planning process.    

YCC ICE CREAM SOCIAL AT SPOTLIGHT GELATO

On Thursday, November 17, the Virginia ACS Younger Chemists
Committee (YCC) held an Ice Cream Social at Stoplight Gelato.  This
event served to give members the opportunity to learn more about YCC
on both national and local levels.  Members were also informed about
opportunities to become more active by being involved with YCC
leadership.  While at Stoplight, the team gave an overview on the
chemistry behind how gelato was made and how it differs from normal ice

cream. This event was well attended by both college students and industry professionals,encouraging
networking.  If you are interested in becoming involved with the YCC,  please email Heather
Lourenco, heathernlourenco@pfizer.com, to be added to the email list.  

mailto:kms2uu@virginia.edu
http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org.
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                                           Article and photographs courtesy of Heather Lourenco

NCW ACTIVITIES - 2016

The Virginia Section celebrated National Chemistry Week
(NCW) this year at the end of October with a variety of activities
across the section.  A program was held at the Children’s
Museum of Richmond as part of their Spooky Party Event and
The Great Periodic Table Pumpkin Event was held in two key
regions of the section. These efforts align well with the
Section’s new strategic plan by providing community outreach
that increases the positive perception of chemistry and the
ACS. 

Spooky Party Collaboration

On October 30, the Virginia Section joined the Spooky Sunday Party
and had science events for children that focused on the forensic
science theme and other fun science activities for children.  Activities
included:  Identify the Footprint, What Did the Owl Eat This Week?,
Who Stole the Cookie, Identify the Shark by It's Tooth, Fingerprinting,
UV Bubbles, Slime, Superballs, and others.  Children received a
"Crime Scene" bag with goodies and ACS activities.   Students from
Benedictine College Prep School, Our Lady of Lourdes Middle
School, Albert Hill Middle School, Reynolds Community College, John
Tyler Community College, and Virginia Commonwealth University
joined ACS members from Pfizer to help run the successful event.
The pumpkins from the Great Periodic Table Pumpkin Event provided
a backdrop for these activities and periodic table cupcakes were
provided by Virginia State University Students to the young
volunteers.  Kristine Smetana organized the activities at the
Children’s Museum.
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The Great Periodic Table Pumpkin Event

In an effort to involve more high school students in the
section and to allow college students to take ownership of
activities in the community, the Virginia State University,
Virginia Union University, and Virginia Commonwealth
University ACS/NOBCChE student affiliates and combined
chapters envisioned and organized the Great Periodic
Table Pumpkin Event in the Richmond area.  Colleen
Taylor directed the project. This
project in the Richmond area was

carried out with great enthusiasm.   In the “Valley” region of the section, Joe
Crockett coordinated a pumpkin project that involved students and faculty
at  Bridgewater College and at Mary Baldwin College as well as at several
high schools.  Both regional events had lots of enthusiastic participation
from the students at several colleges, community colleges, and high
schools.

                                    Pumpkins in the Valley

On Monday, October 31, five public high
schools and two colleges came together to
make a periodic table of 108 pumpkins
representing the elements from hydrogen to
hassium.  The seven schools included  East
Rockingham High School where teachers Tola
Ogundipe and Mary Morgan with 53 of their
students carved 38 elements.  At Spotswood
High School, teachers Stacie Simmers and
Kathy Goble with 13 students carved ten
elements.  Teacher Joe Ford and 14 students
carved ten elements at Broadway High
School.  At Harrisonburg High School,
teachers Suzanne Smith, Kasey Hovermale,
and Erich Sneller, with eight of their students
and one little brother, carved ten elements. 

And, at Turner Ashby High School, teachers Missy Hipps and Julie Ritchie with nine students carved
ten more elements. 

At Mary Baldwin University in Staunton, Professor Peter Ruiz-Haas
and six MBC students carved ten elements and at Bridgewater College,
Professors Ian McNeil, Sara Fitzgerald, Ellen Mitchell, Ken Overway and Joe
Crockett, with eight of their students, carved 20 elements to finish the table. 
There were seven high schools, two colleges, 16 faculty members, and 111
students  involved in the great pumpkin periodic table project in the Valley. 
Many youth and adults stopped by to visit, take pictures (one school was
giving extra course credit), and to get candy for trick-or-treat. Thanks to
Harold Furr for his pictures at the event and the schools for pictures of their
students.  Thanks also to Tammy S to ne ,  S c i e n c e  S u p e rv i s o r  f o r
Rockingham County, for getting the word out to the county schools.
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Pumpkins in the Richmond Area

Student leaders Shannon Vandevander from Virginia State
University (VSU) and Josly Pierre-Louis from Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU) worked with VSU faculty
member Colleen Taylor and with Karl Jackson, chemistry
professor at Virginia Union University (VUU), to organize the
central Virginia periodic table of pumpkins.   On October 29,
they brought together over fifteen volunteers from the three
schools to assemble the periodic table of elements on the
lawn of the Science Museum of Richmond.  The transition
metals of the periodic table pumpkins were carved by
students at King William County High School, led by Tracie Fulks.  Other elements were prepared at
J. Sergeant Reynolds Community, led by Ann Sullivan and at Richard Bland College, led by  Mary
Gurnick.  The carved pumpkins were  transported to the Museum Site.  Volunteers Lymari Rodriguez-
Rosado and Denise Walters helped to carve and arrange the pumpkins on the lawn.

The periodic table was then taken to the Children’s Museum of
Virginia and arranged again inside to become part of the Spooky
Party collaboration. Students posed for pictures and played ring
toss, trying to hit the pumpkin stems with glow stick bracelets that
were given away at the event. The pumpkins were used in
several pictures for children taking part in the many activities. 

The final assembly of the periodic table was at Hollyfield Manor in
Manquin, Virginia (King William County) on October 31.  Shannon
Vandevander and friends dressed for Halloween and brought
periodic table cupcakes and candy for King William County
residents who came to view the pumpkins.  The pumpkins were

recorded by video with a drone provided by Mark Taylor of Dupont. Denise Walters assisted with the
transport of the pumpkins to Hollyfield Manor.   

The Virginia Section thanks all the volunteers who participated in
this project and the Walmart stores in Powhatan County,
Midlothian (2), and Colonial Heights  for their donations to help
pay for the event supplies.  The Section plans to expand this
event next year. 

 

               ...article provided by Colleen Taylor with input from Kristine Smetana and Joe Crockett. 
               ...photos courtesy of Mark Taylor, Harold Furr, and Denise Walters

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

 ����� Happy Holidays  ����� 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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MORE PHOTOS FROM NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK 2016

A NOBCChE and ACS Virginia Section Partnership: 
A Model for Increasing Minority Students Participation 

in Professional Organizations

The Partners in Progress in Prosperity (P3) Award was established by a contribution from Marinda
Li Wu in 2014 to recognize outstanding partnerships that improve the public perception and
appreciation for chemistry, promote career advancement opportunities in the chemistry enterprise,
advance advocacy efforts with government and other thought leaders, or support STEM education
and/or research.  It is the concerted effort of Talitha Hampton of NOBCChE and the members of the
Minority Affairs Committee of the Virginia Section ACS that earned the first recognition of such a
collaboration for the Southeastern region.  The award was presented by the ACS on March 21 at the
68  annual Southeastern Regional ACS Meeting, held in Columbia, SC.  Yarabe Hyacinthe andth

Colleen Taylor accepted the award.  

Several targeted events were planned and executed over the course of a year to bring awareness of
the importance of professionalism to the development of competitive STEM majors.  These events
included Talitha Hampton presenting “Branding Yourself in STEM” at the annual spring meeting, a
student poster session at the University of Virginia, an online seminar, and a collaborative event with
the Virginia Section’s Women’s Chemist and Minority Affairs Committees at Virginia Commonwealth
University.  Students from Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia State University, and Virginia
Union University attended the National NOBCChE conference in November of this year to present
their progress on forming a NOBCChE/ACS joint chapter and a regional presence. This is not a one-
time collaboration.  Plans are underway to offer a Virginia summit for minority students in the central
Virginia and Tidewater areas in March, 2017.   Diversity begins at home.  We hope to continue the
effort to expand the reach of the Virginia sections through strategic and impactful partnerships. 
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presentation of the P3 Award-  Students at SERMACS 
Lynette Watkins (center)          in Columbia – Shanice
presents the Award to Yarabe   Flournoy (VSU), Josly
Hyacinthe (left) and Colleen     Pierre-Louis (VCU), and
Taylor (right)                            Corshai Williams (VUU)

LETTERS TO HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS

The Virginia Section is working to recognize high school teachers for their contributions to
science education by soliciting letters from students who wish to thank their high school
teachers.  Here is a hand-written note that was received from a student at Spotswood High
School in Rockingham County.
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This letter is from a student at Turner Ashby High School in Rockingham County:

THANK YOU LETTERS TO CHEMISTRY TEACHERS 

Joe Crockett, Alternate Councilor for the Virginia Section and Chair of the Safety Committee, has
come up with a way to recognize high school chemistry teachers.  Although the Section has been
presenting awards to outstanding high school chemistry teachers since 1948, there are many more
excellent teachers who deserve to be recognized.  As Joe says, “Nothing makes teaching more
worthwhile than having students who are successful at the next level.”  His suggestion is to have all
chemistry faculty at two- and four-year colleges to ask each of their students to hand write a short
note to their high school chemistry teacher to express thank for their encouragement and support and
to let their teacher know how they are doing in their college courses.  Joe and some other members
of the Section will then make sure that the teachers and the high school principals see these
messages.  Please have each student give his or her name, the teacher’s name, and the high school
and its location. Send letters to Dr. Joseph M. Crockett, Department of Chemistry, Bridgewater
College, Bridgewater, VA 22812 or to Dr. Colleen Taylor, Department of Chemistry and Physics,
Virginia State University, Petersburg, VA 23806.  Joe can be reached at (540) 828-5431;
jcrocket@bridgewater.edu.   
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