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FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION
__________________________________________

   DATE:    January 25, 2019                           
   LOCATION:   Science Museum of Virginia        
                                      Richmond, Virginia            
      HOST:         Dr. M. Samy El-Shall                     
  PHONE: (804) 828-2753                      
        E-MAIL:               melshal@vcu.edu            
        SPEAKER: Dr. Eric Herbst

    University of Virginia
TOPIC:  “Chemistry Among the Stars”                                

                                                                          

DATE:        February 22, 2019            
LOCATION:       University of Richmond

                                         Richmond, Virginia 
HOST:        Dr. Raymond Dominey         
PHONE:              (804) 289-8242
E-MAIL:              rdominey@richmond.edu
SPEAKER:         Dr. Chad A. Mirkin

   Northwestern University
TOPIC:  “Rational Vaccinology: In Pursuit of the Perfect Vaccine”  

---------------- 
         

  Look for full information on the January 25 meeting in the January issue 

of the Virginia Section Bulletin or on the Section website:

http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org/

http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org/


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
        
The Executive Committee of the Virginia Section will meet at 9:00 a,m. on
Saturday, January 26, 2019 at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond,
Virginia.  More details will be provided in the January issue  of  the  Bulletin.  
All members of the section are invited to attend. 

For   questions   regarding   the  agenda   and  meeting,   contact  the  2019 Chair
of  the Virginia Section, Dr. Joseph Pompano, at (804) 852-6896;
joepompano@comcast.net.  Officers and committee chairs should prepare reports
for posting on the Section website and for distribution at the meeting.  
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THE CHAIR’S CORNER

Fellow Virginia Section ACS Members, it is hard to believe that
it is already December and 2018 is coming to an end.  Thank
you all for the opportunity to serve as Chair of the Virginia
Section.  I have learned so much through this experience and I
greatly appreciate the executive committee for their support
and guidance.  I would highly encourage other members to
volunteer for leadership positions, especially younger chemists
who would like to get more involved in the local section. 

This past year was full of fun activities - from our local section
meetings, to National Chemistry Week, and the various
committee events hosted by WCC, YCC, and others.               
I appreciate everyone who volunteered to lead and support the

events hosted throughout the year.  If you hosted or participated in any other community
events this year, I encourage you to share your work with us by contacting our editor of the
"The Bulletin." 

The Strategic Plan meeting was held on December 1st at Altria, and we discussed the
section goals and plans for 2019.  If you would like to champion a goal next year, you can
reach out to someone on the executive committee or planning team to learn more.  I look
forward to 2019 and the great things that our dedicated members have planned for next
year!

I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season!
 
                                                                ...Kathleen Spangler, 2018 Section Chair
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2019 MEETINGS OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION 

January 25 - Science Museum of Virginia, Richmond - Professor Eric Herbst, 
                      University of Virginia

February 22 - University of Richmond - Professor Chad A. Mirkin, Northwestern
                                  University  (Powell Lectureship)

March 22 (tentative) - Annual Awards Meeting

April 12 - University of Virginia, Charlottesville - Professor David Hudson, University
of Virginia; Undergraduate Research Poster Session

 

2019 ELECTION RESULTS

Dr. Sarah Porter, Secretary of the Virginia Section, has reported these results of the balloting
for 2019 officer positions:

    Chair - Dr. Joseph Pompano 
Chair Elect - Dr. M. Samy El-Shall 
Vice Chair - Dr. LaChelle Waller
Secretary - Dr. Sarah E. G. Porter
Treasurer - Dr. Rob Davidson
Councilor - Dr. Kristine Smetana (three-year term)
Alternate Councilor - Mr. Chris Hodge (three-year term)
Trustee - Dr. Stephanie Mabry (three-year term)

REPORT ON THE OCTOBER MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION

The October meeting of the Virginia Section was held in Fredericksburg on Thursday,  
October 25, 2018.  The Social Hour and Dinner were held at the Home Town Grill, with the
program in the Hurley Convergence Center on the UMW campus.  Mr. Jerry Podorski of the
US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) spoke on “DEA Forensics and the Opiate Crisis.” 
He displayed a variety of materials involved in the agency’s efforts to regulate prescription
opiates and to prosecute illicit drug trafficking groups.  The Section thanks Dr. Janet Asper
and her students and colleagues in the Department of Chemistry at the University of Mary
Washington for organizing this meeting.  
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REPORT ON THE NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION

The November 9, 2018 meeting of the Virginia Section was hosted by the Department of
Chemistry & Physics  at Longwood University in Farmville.  The Social Hour was held at the
Hotel Weyanoke (unfortunately, inclement weather did not allow the use of the Catbird
Rooftop Terrace) with dinner in the Dorrill Dining Hall and the program in the Chichester
Science Center on the Longwood campus.  Dr. Joseph Pompano, Chair Elect of the Section,
presided.  Dr. Sarah Porter, Associate Professor of Chemistry at Longwood, welcomed the
guests.  Dr. Porter made the arrangements for the meeting.  

Dr. Pompano introduced the speaker, Ms. Audrey Reid of Imbibe Solutions.  She described
her personal journey that took her to California, Massachusetts, and other places before she
established her one-person company in Charlottesville.  Imbibe Solutions provides quality
control services to breweries, vintners, and wineries. She emphasized the need for these
types of companies to utilize trained scientists, modern equipment, and qualified consultants.
Dr. Pompano presented the speaker with the traditional Jefferson Cup and announced a
special meeting of the Executive Committee on December 1 to discuss strategic planning
initiatives.  
   
Thanks to Dr. Porter and her students and colleagues at Longwood University for arranging this
meeting. 
 

            Audrey Reid                   Joe Pompano presents a          Sarah Porter, Audrey
          Imbibe Solutions          Jefferson Cup to Audrey Reid    Reid, Kathleen Spangler

JULIAN BOBB RECEIVES LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Dr. Julian A. Bobb, Chair of the Younger Chemists Committee (YCC)
for the Virginia Section, has been given a Leadership Development
Award by the ACS.  This award is presented to young chemists who
have demonstrated leadership skills in the ACS, professional societies,
organizations, and universities/colleges.  Julian will be attending the
ACS Leadership Development Workshop that will be held in
conjunction with the ACS Annual Leaders’ Conference.  The award
covers the registration fee, transportation, lodging, and meals
associated with his attendance at the workshop.  Participants will
explore the behaviors and characteristics exhibited by effective leaders
at any level.  Potential leadership opportunities, both within and
outside the workplace, will be discussed and personal plans for
improving leadership skills will be developed.  Participants will also

work alongside other ACS local, regional, and national leaders who are looking to strengthen
their own leadership, management, and communication skills. 
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Dr. Bobb received a B.Sc. degree in chemistry with a minor in mathematical sciences from
Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) in 2013.  He worked as an intern at Afton Chemical
(2012 - 2013) in Richmond, Virginia, conducting bench testing to evaluate the physical
properties of lubricants, and recently graduated in December, 2018 with a Ph.D. in chemistry
from the Department of Chemistry at VCU.  Dr. M. Samy El-Shall was his research advisor
and his research was focused on the laser synthesis of nanomaterials for catalytic, water
treatment, and energy conversion applications. He has been the chair of the Virginia Section’s
Younger Chemists Committee Chair for the past year. In his free time, he enjoys exercising in
the gym.

MINORITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CONTRIBUTES SCIENCE BOOKS

The Minority Affairs Committee of the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society
contributed 15 Chemistry focused books to a book drive conducted by the Pfizer African
American Leadership Network (PAALN) group at Pfizer Consumer Healthcare in Richmond
Virginia.  The group donated a total of 135 books to these elementary schools in the City of
Petersburg:  1) Walnut Hill,  2) A.P. Hill,  3) Robert E. Lee, and  4) JEB Stuart.  The books
were purchased from the Science Museum of Virginia.  The donation was made to help
expose children to STEM topics at an earlier age.  

[article and photograph submitted by Denise Walters]
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FREE SIDNEY HARRIS CARTOONS AVAILABLE
FOR ACS LOCAL SECTION NEWSLETTERS 

During the calendar year 2019, The Bulletin will include chemistry-oriented cartoons drawn by
the eminent cartoonist Sidney Harris.  These cartoons will be provided to all ACS Local
Sections as part of an ACS Technical Division Innovative Grant Program awarded to the
Division of History of Chemistry (HIST).  An example of what will be provided on a monthly
basis is shown below.  Some of the cartoons will be accompanied by a relevant historical/
philosophical/sociological text written by an individual specifically chosen by HIST for that
particular cartoon.

In addition, a contest will be held in which ACS members can submit “one original cartoon
caption.”  Cartoonist Sidney Harris will draw a cartoon based on the winning caption, and the
grand prize winner will receive the original cartoon.  The runner-up will receive a personally
autographed copy of one of Harris’s most famous cartoons chosen by Harris.  Submissions
containing a caption of no more than 35 words are to be received at
ACSHISTcartoon@yahoo.com no later than midnight on Monday, April 1, 2019.  Details of  
the contest can be found on HIST’s website http://acshist.scs.illinois.edu/index.php.

  

mailto:ACSHISTcartoon@yahoo.com
http://acshist.scs.illinois.edu/index.php.
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NOMINATIONS FOR RESEARCH AWARDS

Dear Section Members, 

As members of the Awards Committee, it is our honor to request nominations for the 2018 ACS
Virginia Section Research Awards listed below.  Depending on the nominations received, the
Section’s Awards and Executive Committees will choose the most deserving nominations in any of
the categories below. 

To nominate individuals or teams, please submit a nomination form, a nominating cover letter with a
detailed description of the research to be recognized (1000 word maximum, but sufficient for an
understanding of the research or invention and its relevance), any pertinent references and patents, a
biographical sketch of the nominee(s), and any materials that relate to your nominee(s) or the product
(brochures, reports, articles, etc.).  Nomination forms are available from Kathleen Spangler
(Kathleen.S.Spangler@altria.com) or Yezdi B. Pithawalla (yezdi.pithawalla@yahoo.com) or on the
Virginia Section website (http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org/).  Nominations should be sent by email to
Kathleen or Yezdi. The deadline for submitting nominations is January 15, 2019.  The Awards
ceremony will be held in March 2019.  Please feel free to forward this email to your colleagues and
others within the Section.

As always, thank you for your support of the Section...Kathleen Spangler & Yezdi B. Pithawalla

RESEARCH AWARDS:

·    The Outstanding Innovator Award. This is the most prestigious of the industrial innovation
awards presented to an individual. The award is given to an individual whose innovation and
industrial leadership in technology has made a contribution to the state, the community, and the
local economy.

·    The Industrial Innovation Award. This award is given to an individual whose invention has
resulted in a commercial product or a new or improved process for making a commercial
product.

·    The Process Engineering Award. This award is given for creative applications of analytical
methods for process control that are of major importance to a commercial process.

·    The Team Innovation Award. This award is given to several individuals whose creative
innovations have contributed to the commercial success of their company and consequently to
the good of the community.

·    The Industrial Leadership Award. This award is given to an individual who has demonstrated
outstanding leadership in research and development involving chemistry.

·    The Distinguished Research Award. This award is given to a member of the Virginia Section
whose research has made significant contributions in advancing knowledge in his or her field of
research.

·    The Excellence in Industrial Analytical Chemistry Award. This award is given to a member of
the Virginia Section whose has made significant contributions in the use of analytical chemistry
in an industrial environment. 

����� Happy Holidays  �����
 

http://virginia.sites.acs.org/aboutUs/ACS%20Distinguished%20Research%20Nomination%20Form%202016%20(002).doc
mailto:Kathleen.S.Spangler@altria.com
mailto:yezdi.pithawalla@yahoo.com
(http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org/.
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YCC INTERGENERATIONAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

On Saturday, October 27 , 2018, the ACS Virginia Section Younger Chemists Committeeth

(YCC) hosted an intergenerational career development workshop at Longwood University in
Farmville. The event, which lasted from 12:00 – 5:30 pm, was largely funded by an ACS Local
Section Innovative Project Grant (IPG).  About 25 people attended this event, including students and
local scientists. The students included undergraduate and graduate students from Longwood
University and from Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU). The scientists who attended were from
VCU and chemical companies in the metro Richmond area. 

The event began with a networking luncheon that
allowed interaction among students and scientists.  At
the first group session, Julian Bobb, Chair of the YCC
for the Virginia Section, shared some of his educational
experiences, and discussed the YCC, the importance of
being involved with our ACS local section, the
mentorship program, and other activities that YCC has
sponsored.  This was followed by four 20-minute
lecture/talks, each followed by five minutes for questions. 
Gregory Grover, Ph.D., Vice President of Product at
Contraline, Inc., talked about writing effective resumes,
curriculum vitae, and cover letters. He also described
strategies for applying for scientific jobs and ways to craft
an application package.  Gaile Gwynn, M. Sc., Project
Manager at Altria Client Services (ALCS), shared ways to navigate interviews and strategies for being
successful.  Denise Walters, Ph.D., Senior Manager at Pfizer Consumer Healthcare, talked to the
attendees about networking skills and the importance of networking.  Michael Hunnicutt, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Virginia Commonwealth University, shared his experiences with
projecting professionalism and why it is critical for career success. He stressed that there is no “I” in
team.  During the lecture talks, attendees were well engaged and asked very pertinent questions
about their career development. 

The second session featured a career discussion panel session on “careers in chemistry.” The
participants on the panel were Michael Hunnicutt, Ph.D., Denise Walters, Ph.D., Gregory Grover,
Ph.D., Sydana Rogers Hollins, Ph.D (Director of Regulatory Affairs at Altria Client Services),
Jonathan White, Ph.D. (Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Longwood University), Kabrina Tippett,
B. Sc. (Laboratory Safety Technician at Virginia Commonwealth University Safety and Risk
Management), Eric Ginsburg, B. Sc. (PhD candidate in the department of chemistry at Virginia
Commonwealth University, working under the supervision of Nicholas Farrell, Ph.D.). Andrew Lin,
Ph.D. proctored the panel session. The panelists shared information about their educational
backgrounds and career experiences and entertained questions.  Attendees, including students and
scientists, were very active and engaged throughout the event. This was truly an “Intergenerational
Event”. 

In the final session, Julian Bobb
gave a closing statement, recognized the
participants, conducted a raffle, and
provided a survey for the attendees.  In
total, about 28 volunteers helped to support
this event.  Based on the consensus of the
surveys, the attendees were  very satisfied
with the event and indicated that it had
exceeded their expectations.  Julian Bobb
would like to acknowledge the YCC team
for their hard work and contributions, and

give special thanks to Mrs. Kathleen Sink Spangler, Dr. LaChelle Waller, Dr. Stephanie Mabry,
Mrs. Heather Lourenco, Mrs. Lisa El-Shall, and Mrs. Kimberly Agnew-Heard for their advice and
contributions.  Many thanks also to Sarah Porter, Ph.D., for making the meeting arrangements and
for her dedication,  to Jonathan White, Ph.D. for helping and guiding us while we were at Longwood
and to Rob Davidson, Ph.D. for his assistance with the finances.  
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YCC SPONSORS  CHEMISTRY TRIVIA NIGHT

On November 30, the Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) of the
Virginia Section, in conjunction with the Virginia Commonwealth University
(VCU) Medicinal Chemistry Graduate Student Association (GSA), the
Chemistry Graduate Organization (CGSO), and the ACS Undergraduate
Student Affiliate Chemistry Chapter, hosted the "VCU 1st Annual
Interdisciplinary Chemistry Trivia Night."   Fifty undergraduate and graduate
students from the department of chemistry

and medicinal chemistry and two post-docs from the department of
chemistry at VCU attended.  The evening began with networking
while enjoying pizzas, soft drinks, coffee and cookies.  Brittanie
King (biochemistry major, senior, YCC secretary) shared
information about the Younger Chemists Committee, and  their
upcoming undergraduate chemistry research symposium event. 
Connor O’Hara (PhD student, medicinal chemistry GSA secretary)
talked about the medicinal chemistry department and Michael
Borrome (PhD student, chemistry, GSO president) encouraged the
undergraduate students to come talk to graduate students about
research and to ask for advice pertinent to their college experience.
The chemistry trivia event consisted of four rounds (general chemistry, medicinal chemistry, green
chemistry and general trivia) with eight questions per round.  Students were allotted 60 seconds to
answer each question with one point being awarded for each question answered correctly.  There
were about four participants in each group and each group came up with a chemistry theme group
name.  The students were NOT allowed to use any electronic devices.  The general chemistry round
was proctored by Andrew Lin, Ph.D. (YCC), medicinal chemistry by Claudio Catalano (PhD student,
medical chemistry GSA president), green chemistry by Anisa Kaur and Michael Borrome (chemistry
GSO), and the general trivia round by Caitlin Cain (chemistry major, senior, student affiliate chapter
secretary).  Awards were given out to the 1  and 2  place winners.  The first place winners receivedst nd

trivia contest medals and periodic table socks while the second place
winners received medals and ACS glass beaker mugs.  This event was
fun and very engaging and it provided students with an opportunity to
network and de-stress from a long week of exams, lab reports, and end
of semester activities.  During the competition, graduate students were
explaining concepts about the questions to the undergraduate students. 
Graduate students talked to undergraduate students about their research. 
This was truly an interdisciplinary chemistry trivia event and the YCC is
looking forward to continuing this event in 2019. 

[articles and photos on YCC activities submitted by Julian Bobb]

The Bulletin is published nine times a year 
by the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society

Editor: James Beck, 1977 Vesonder Road, Petersburg, VA 23805;
 (804) 733-5286; beckjd1977@comcast.net

Publisher: Will Lewis, (804) 586-5492; wlewis8669@aol.com

Chair of the Virginia Section: Kathleen Spangler, (804) 370-8097;
kms2uu@virginia.edu

mailto:beckjd1977@comcast.net
mailto:wlewis866@aol.com
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION 

The Virginia Section welcomes these new members. As of November 1, the Section had 1,363 members.

  

Catherine Q.F. Adkins Harrisonburg Fahad Almakli Richmond

Ahmed Alzharani Glen Allen Catherine K. Andrews Richmond

Nicholas B. Cale Midlothian Danielle Demers Fredericksburg

Robert K. Denton Winchester Sharon Entwistle Chester

Michael Farabaugh Charlottesville Clara Frazier Powhatan

Lucas Freeman Charlottesville Stanley Baugh Grant Manassas

Sara Beth Hagemeister Midlothian Chad Heaps Henrico

Melinda G. Hodges Saluda Jianbo Jin Berkeley

Joseph A. Kanehann Mechanicsville Ruhnaz Kashfi Glen Allen

Michelle Kim Charlottesville Rachel Ann Letteri Charlottesville

Corinne Lindemann North Garden George Regnier Martin Williamsburg

Michael Maneval Tappahannock Mike McLaren University of Richmond

Taylor Menck Montpelier Herbert Irwin Moss Charlottesville

Karttikay Moudgil South Chesterfield Johnny Nguyen Quantico

Ganiat Omotola Ogundipe Elkton Christopher David Oltorik Richmond

William Grant O’Neal Richmond Lauren Grey Pearson Winchester

Gabriel Gamble Penn Manassas Stephen Pereira Bristow

Bridget Petry Fredericksburg Yvonne Pfluger Richmond

Michele F. Richards Midlothian Leah Riley North Chesterfield

Megan Rippy Manassas Julie Ritchie Bridgewater

Calvin Rizeck Haymarket Jack R. Rizek Haymarket

Mary Rooney Williamsburg Mohammad Sharifian Gh. Charlottesville

Josh D. Sieber Richmond Philip Simon Richmond

Laura Irene Smith Manassas Taylor Smart Charlottesville

Kamil Stelmach Mechanicsville Paula Strickland Mechanicsville

Surya Ssubramaniam Richmond Nicholas Travieso Dumfries

Catherine Tyson Williamsburg Jordan Thomas Walk Williamsburg

Alexandra Walker Rome Jacob Walley Charlottesville

Colleen Weitzel Chesterfield Jonathan D. White Farmville

Tyler Williams Victoria Wiley Charles Williams Richmond

Andrew R. Wisniewski Glen Allen Jonathan Michael Zatorski Charlottesville

Michael Zeevi Richmond Heather D. Zoller Chester


