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                           The Bulletin  
                                               of the 
                               Virginia Section
      AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

       
       M TEACHER AWARDS M

   Virginia Commonwealth University
               Richmond, Virginia

 Friday, September 14, 2018

RECEPTION: 6:00 p.m.
Rodney’s
Shafer Court Dining Center
810 Cathedral Place

PROGRAM: 7:30 p.m.
Virginia Rooms C & D 
University Student Commons
907 Floyd Avenue

MENU: Heavy Hors-d’oeuvres (many kinds, hot and cold), Cookies, 
Brownies, Lemon Bars, Cream Puffs, Iced Tea, Beer and Wine

PRICE: Members/Guests - $18.00; Students, High School Teachers and
 Spouses - $9.00;  Retired ACS Members and Spouses, Retired Teachers

and Spouses - $13.00

RESERVATIONS:  Please make reservations by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 7
                                   by calling Rhea Miller at (804) 827-0352 or by e-mail to

rmiller3@vcu.edu

      
HOST:                   Dr. M. Samy El-Shall, (804) 828-1298;  chemistry@vcu.edu

SPEAKER:              Dr. Denise M. Toney, Virginia Division of Consolidated
Laboratory Services 

TOPIC:                    “The Impact of a Great Teacher”  

mailto:rmiller3@vcu.edu
mailto:rmiller3@vcu.edu
mailto:828-1298,chemistry@vcu.edu
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Dr. Denise M. Toney

Dr. Denise Toney is the Director for the Division of
Consolidated Laboratory Services (DCLS), Virginia’s State
Laboratory.  Denise has worked at DCLS for over 20 years
with nearly 30 years of professional laboratory experience in
the areas of biochemistry, microbiology, and molecular
biology.  She has actively worked to build and strengthen
laboratory partnerships at the local, state, and federal levels
through the implementation of quality analytical testing and
a commitment to providing services that address the public
health, environmental, and agricultural needs of the
Commonwealth.  Denise has led efforts at DCLS to build
and secure funding for a premier molecular testing facility
designed to rapidly detect and track highly infectious and

emerging diseases of public health significance.  She has extensive experience with state
government, public health, fiscal and policy development, laboratory operations/management,
quality assurance and safety, and workforce development.  Throughout her career, she has
developed a passion for the education and mentorship of students and scientific
professionals.  She holds an adjunct faculty appointment at Virginia Commonwealth
University, provides guest lectures at area universities and colleges, and welcomes
opportunities to provide scientific mentorship and promote careers in science and public
health, especially for women.

“The Impact of a Great Teacher”

Teachers become teachers because they love sharing knowledge and they have a desire to
help students develop their skills and work to achieve their goals over time.  Great teachers
have the distinction of not only sharing this desire, but expressing it with such passion and
enthusiasm that it cultivates a motivation within their students to work harder, pursue
challenges, and ultimately find their passion.  Great teachers are essential to ensuring a highly
educated and skilled pipeline of scientists committed to pursuing traditional and non-traditional
STEM careers.  At the Division of Consolidated Laboratory Services, Virginia’s State
Laboratory, scientists use the latest technologies and advanced instrumentation to provide
real-time response to the emergence of highly infectious diseases like Ebola virus, monitoring
for the presence of biological and chemical contaminants in our food and our environment,
and providing emergency response testing for law enforcement when poisonings or acts of
terrorism are suspected.  The laboratory performs over 7 million tests each year in support of
local, state and federal governmental agencies and hospitals across the Commonwealth.   
The application of advanced molecular characterization methodologies such as whole
genome sequencing in combination with bioinformatics allows for the tracking of disease
causing pathogens within the Commonwealth and across the Nation, enabling the detection
and containment of outbreaks faster.  Public health laboratories directly impact the health and
safety of our communities but our ability to provide this great service and make a difference
each and every day is only possible because of the impact of great teachers.    
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THE DISTINGUISHED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCIENCE TEACHER AWARD

Ruth Kieffer

I have taught in Frederick County, Virginia for 21 years.  I grew up in
Fredonia, New York and went to the State University of New York at
Fredonia for my Bachelor Degree in Spanish. Then I moved to Brockport,
New York where I earned a Masters Degree in Education at State
University of New York at Brockport. Currently I teach at Greenwood Mill
Elementary School in Winchester, Virginia. I taught 5th grade for 20 years
and recently made a switch to 1st grade. It has been an adventure for
sure!

Science has always been one of my favorite subjects. It is so easy to
engage the students and keep them excited when your topic is naturally
hands-on! I love helping students to create interactive notebooks that they
can use as study tools and science journals. Whenever possible I also try
to integrate our other subjects through science, especially math, reading,
dramatics, music, and writing. 

I enjoy teaching students experimental design and set up a 5th grade science fair every year.  The students
would create their own experiments and conduct them. The rest of the school would then sign up to visit our
panel boards and slideshows, gallery walk and interact with the 5th grade students who were prepared
(through rehearsal) to teach the younger students about the experimental process. 

Our school also has a Garden Club that I help with as a volunteer. Last year, I helped our school to obtain an
indoor hydroponic tower garden!  We started growing our own vegetables and herbs in the front foyer of the
building! I work with other teachers across grade levels to create opportuniteis for students to learn about
sustainable gardening, healthy eating, where their food comes from, as well as how to take care of the needs
of the tower, plant, and harvest crops. 

On a personal note, I love teaching science because it is always changing and there is so much yet to learn.
What we think we know is always being challenged and this has been reflected through history. I know that the
impact I have on my students will create a passion for life long learning.  I want them to always question and
try to think out-of-the- box, because someday they may be the inventors that help change the world for the
better.

THE DISTINGUISHED MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE TEACHER AWARD

 Stacie Dyson Berry

I was born and raised in Virginia and attended Henrico County Public
Schools.  I earned my B.S. degree in Liberal Studies from Longwood
College.  I then completed an add on endorsement in Earth Science that
was offered through the Math and Science Center.  I have taught middle
school for the past eighteen years.  I taught the first seven years at John
Rolfe Middle School.  I was then offered the opportunity to open a new
middle school, Elko Middle, and have spent the last eleven years at Elko
Middle School in Henrico County, teaching Earth and Physical Science. 
I was just recently married to my best friend and became the step-mom
to two wonderful daughters. 

I try to do my best with giving students a balance of a strong foundation
of knowledge on the content and an experience of hands on activities so
they can enjoy learning science.  I do believe to be an effective science

teacher you have to give students the opportunity to do science.  Some of my students favorite labs in Physical
Science are Chemistry in a Bag where they can see and experience chemical reactions, Crash Dummies
where they test Newton’s First Law of Motion and why wearing a seat belt are so important, the Acid and 
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Bases where they use litmus and pH paper to determine what the solution is and many gizmos where they can
test and manipulate different variables to discover new ideas and many more.  In my Earth Science class
some of the favorite labs are the Mineral ID, Rock ID, and Plate Tectonic Boundaries where they use food to
show plate movement.  They also like doing gizmos to explore many topics that you cannot physically touch or
bring into the classroom.  I have taken my Earth Science students on field trips to where they can is see in
nature the science they are learning or have learned.  I was given an opportunity when Elko first open to work
with a company called Grand Classroom and was able to chaperone 10 of my Earth Science students on a trip
to the Grand Canyon.  It was truly an amazing trip and one that my students were able to experience first-hand
the science they had learned in the classroom. I may not be able to take all of my students to the Grand
Canyon, but I have tried to take that experience and bring things from it to the classroom and give them a
connection to where they can see the science in world around them.  I have also taken students to the Luray
Caverns so they can see the natural science and beautiful wonders that are right here in VA. This trip gives
them a chance to see the science that they learn in the classroom is truly something that is around them in
nature.  My hope in both classes is that I can give my students an opportunity to love learning and enjoy
science.    

In my spare time I enjoy spending time with my family and friends. I am also always on the lookout for fun
and engaging science activities to share with my students and colleagues.

                 THE FRANKLIN D. KIZER DISTINGUISHED HIGH SCHOOL            
        CHEMISTRY TEACHER AWARD

Martha Mikell

As I often tell my students, life does not always take you in a straight line. I
am from Fredericksburg, VA and earned my BS degree in Kinesiology from
the College of William and Mary with the intent of pursuing a career in Sports
Medicine or Emergency Medicine. I immediately accepted a position as the
athletic trainer at Hampton Roads Academy and within two years, had started
teaching Biology and Human Anatomy and Physiology there as well.  Within
the first month of being in the classroom, I knew I had found my calling. In my
nine years at HRA, I worked as a Ropes Course Instructor, coordinated the
Advisory program, and earned my MSEd degree from Old Dominion
University.  

In the spring of 2006, my husband and I decided to make the move to the
Shenandoah Valley and came to Stuarts Draft High School.  I started there as
the athletic trainer and transitioned after a year to being in the classroom full
time teaching Biology, Human Anatomy and Physiology, and Chemistry.  I
also spent 8 years as the sponsor of the national award winning SADD Club
and have done numerous STEM workshops for our local elementary and

middle school students. Most of my spare time is spent with my husband and 9-year old son at football
games, wrestling tournaments, and Spartan races.

My driving philosophy of teaching is to ensure that no student can slip through the cracks or melt into the
background. I work hard to cultivate personal relationships with each and every one and to make my
classroom a place where they are simultaneously comfortable and challenged. My Chemistry classes
focus on fostering curiosity and teaching students to look at the world with wonder.  I love to include simple
laboratory experiments like tie-dyeing shirts, making S'mores, and burning Doritos to help them gain
confidence in their skills as a scientist and realize that they are more than capable of understanding
chemical bonding, stoichiometry, and calorimetry.  As I work to expand my course to include more project-
based learning, I hope my students continue to leave my class learning more than they ever realized was
possible. 
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DIRECTIONS  

The Reception will be held in Rodney’s, located in the Shafer Court Dining Center at 810
Cathedral Place on the Virginia Commonwealth University-Monroe Park Campus. This is just
northeast of the Chemistry Department which is housed in Oliver Hall, 1001 W. Main Street. 
There is parking on the streets around Shafer Court, in the West Broad Street Deck at 1111 W.
Broad Street, and in the West Cary Street Parking Deck at 1101 W. Cary Street.  The lecture and
Teacher Awards Program will be held in the University Student Commons (Virginia Rooms C&D),
located at 1000 Floyd Avenue (across from the Cabell Library).  Detailed campus maps are on the
VCU website: http://www.vcu.edu.

MAP

         Shafer Court

         Dining Center

   University Student

          Commons  

http://www.vcu.edu.
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VIRGINIA SECTION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Executive Committee will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, September 14 in   Room
3309 of the Temple Building at Virginia Commonwealth University.      Contact
Kathleen Spangler, Chair of the Section, for more information:  
(804) 370-8097; kms2uu@virginia.edu. 

GRAHAM MEMORIAL LECTURE

The Department of Chemistry at the University of Virginia 
is pleased to invite ACS members and the public to:

The Marie Payne Graham Memorial Lecture 2018

Dr. Frank Gupton

Floyd D. Gottwald Jr. Chair, and Chair of the Department of
Chemical and Life Science Engineering

Scientific Director of The Medicines for All Institute

         “Increasing Access to Global Healthcare: 
                            the Medicines for All Institute” 

Thursday, September 13, 7:00 pm

 Free and open to the public.
Dinner: 6:00 pm. $15.  RSVP requested. 

.

For more information on location and parking, and to RSVP for dinner, 
please contact Vivian Feggans at vmf5c@virginia.edu by Friday, Sept 7. 

 

This lecture is made possible through a generous endowment created by Dr. Robert L.
Graham, retired Professor of Minnesota State University, Mankato, to honor the memory of his

wife of 46 years, the former Marie Payne of Staunton.

This lecture is co-sponsored by the ACS Virginia Section.

mailto:ChairVAsectionACS@gmail.com;
mailto:vmf5c@virginia.edu
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THE CHAIR’S CORNER

 
I hope everyone enjoyed their summer vacations. I can't believe it
is already September, but I am looking forward to some cooler
weather and fall activities. The Virginia Section is excited to honor
some of the awesome teachers in our section this month. This
year’s awardees include Martha Mikell from Stuarts Draft High
School, Stacie Berry from Elko Middle School, and Ruth Kieffer
from Greenwood Mill Elementary School. The teachers will be
recognized at the September 14  meeting at VCU along with ourth

50-75 year members. This is the first year that our section has
recognized a 75-year member.  We appreciate everyone's
dedication to the Virginia Section!

Many wonderful events are planned this fall throughout the section.  WCC is hosting a
Networking Lunch on September 21  in Scott’s Addition, Richmond.  The YCC is gearingst

up for their Career Development Workshop and they are looking for speakers and
volunteers to serve on the career discussion panel.  I encourage you to volunteer at one of
the section events or to consider running for a leadership position if you are interested in
becoming more involved in the local section. There are many opportunities to make an
impact.  Feel free to contact me or any of our officers to learn more about how to get
involved.  I look forward to seeing you all again in September!

                                              ...Kathleen Spangler, 2018 Chair of the Virginia Section

FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE SECTION

       DATE:     October 19, 2018                           
      LOCATION:    University of Mary Washington         
                                         Fredericksburg, Virginia            
            HOST:                   Dr. Janet Asper                      
      PHONE:           (540) 654-1143              
            E-MAIL:                 jasper@umw.edu            
            SPEAKER:           Jerome Podorski

             Drug Enforcement Administration     
         
                                                                                                           

  DATE:                 November 9, 2018            
   LOCATION:          Longwood University

                                             Farmville, Virginia 
   HOST:                Dr. Sarah Porter          
   PHONE:                (804) 334-9836
   E-MAIL:                 portersg@longwood.edu
   SPEAKER:            Audrey M. Reid

             Imbibe Solutions
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NOMINEES FOR 2019 SECTION OFFICERS

The Virginia Section Nominations Committee has announced these candidates for 2019
officers of the Section:

For CHAIR:   Dr. Joseph Pompano

For CHAIR ELECT:   Dr. M. Samy El-Shall

For VICE CHAIR:   Dr. LaChelle Waller

For TREASURER:   Dr. Rob Davidson

For SECRETARY:   Dr. Sarah E. G. Porter

For COUNCILOR:   Dr. Kristine Smetana   (2019-2021)

For ALTERNATE COUNCILOR:   Mr. Chris Hodge   (2019-2021)

For TRUSTEE:   Dr. Stephanie Mabry   (2019-2021)

Biographies of the candidates will be published in the October Bulletin.  Electronic balloting 
will be conducted in October.  Write-in candidates will be accepted for all offices.  

 

CHEMISTRY CAREER DISCUSSION PANEL

The Women Chemists Committee of the Virginia Section is sponsoring the 10th annual
Chemistry Career Discussion Panel for undergraduate students interested in careers in the
chemical sciences.  Speakers representing chemistry careers in a variety of fields will share their
career stories and answer questions.  This year’s invited speakers are Debbie Winetzky, an
applications chemist at BIO_CAT Inc., and Bonnie Landy, the owner and brewer of Winchester
Brew Works.

The career panel will be held at 7:00 pm on Thursday, October 4 in Room 290 of the Gilmer
Academic Commons at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville.  All interested students, ACS
members and guests are invited; light refreshments will be served beginning at 6:00 pm. 

For more information, directions or information regarding parking, contact Rebecca Pompano at
the University of Virginia, rrp2z@virginia.edu. or Stephanie Mabry: stephanie.mabry@verizon.net.

                                

WCC LUNCHEON

The next meeting of the Women Chemists Committee
(WCC) will be a lunch on Friday, September 21 at noon at
the Urban Farmhouse in Scott’s Addition, 3015 Norfolk
Street, Richmond 23230.  We will be discussing the upcoming
Career Panel and other relevant topics.  Please join us for
this networking event.  Rsvp by Sept. 19 to Kathryn Deibler
at kathryndeibler@icloud.com. See below for information on
the Chemistry Career Discussion Panel on October 4.

mailto:rrp2z@virginia.edu.
mailto:stephanie.mabry@verizon.net.
mailto:DNEseonu@VUU.EDU
mailto:kathryndeibler@icloud.com.
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NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK — 2018

National Chemistry Week (NCW) will be
celebrated October 21 - 27 this year.  The
NCW 2018 theme of “Chemistry Is Out of This
World” will focus on the chemistry of and in outer
space. This year marks the 31  anniver- saryst

for National Chemistry Week.  The 2018
activities will include the popular Illustrated
Poem Contest and an NCW Community Event.  There will be a special edition of the kid-
friendly hands-on activity publication Celebrating Chemistry, and a variety of other
educational resources for teachers, students, and the general public.  Visit the NCW
website at  www.acs.org/ncw for more information on national activities.  

The Virginia Section is planning to celebrate National Chemistry Week with some special
activities.    There will be a program at the Science Museum of Virginia on Saturday,
October . Anyone who would like to participate or who has suggestions for ways to
celebrate NCW can contact  Dr. Kristine Smetana, Chair of the Section’s Community
Activities Committee, at kristine-chris@msn.com  or contact Kathleen Spangler, Section
Chair, at kms2uu@virginia.edu.

INTERGENERATIONAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

On Saturday, October 27 , 2018th ,  the Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) of the Virginia Section
will host an intergenerational career development workshop at Longwood University from
12:00– 5:30 pm. The event will begin with a networking luncheon in conjunction with registration. 
This will be followed by talks on effective resume writing, navigating interviews/negotiation
strategies, ways to improve networking skills, how to make professional profiles stand out, and
possibly a session on projecting professionalism (why it’s critical for career success).  The event
will conclude with a career discussion panel “careers in chemistry” with panelists who will talk
about their educational and career experiences and who will answer questions from the
attendees.  The YCC is planning to finalize the logistics of the event and to start advertising in
early September.  This event is being funded in part by a Local Section Innovative Project Grant
(IPG) from the national ACS.  For more information, contact Julian Bobb, Chair of the YCC, at
bobbja@vcu.edu.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

The Virginia State Laboratory, the Division of Consolidated Laboratory
Services (DCLS), in Richmond, Virginia, is currently recruiting for a Senior
Scientist within the Feed, Fertilizer and Food laboratory.   The Feed,
Fertilizer, and Food laboratory performs routine and emergency testing using
state-of-the-art instrumentation and analyzes feeds, fertilizers, limestone, and
food samples for product label guarantee, adulteration, chemicals and toxins. 
Laboratory testing supports regulatory investigations of food manufacturing,
distribution and surveillance studies related to the agricultural and food
industries.

This position will act as the team leader for the group to ensure effective
workflow of laboratory testing and identify opportunities for improvement. 

For more information, visit: 
https://virginiajobs.peopleadmin.com/hr/postings/114780.

http://www.acs.org/ncw
mailto:kristine-chris@msn.com.
mailto:bobbja@vcu.edu.
https://virginiajobs.peopleadmin.com/hr/postings/114780
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CHEMISTRY AT VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

The Virginia Commonwealth University Department of
Chemistry has 42 faculty members, approximately 95
graduate students and 550 undergraduate chemistry majors.
The department brings in about $2.5 million annually in
research and educational grants. The department offers full-
time undergraduate programs leading to the Bachelor of Science. The degree concentrations
allow students to focus on different aspects of chemistry, depending on their specific interests.
The concentrations include chemical science, professional chemist, professional chemist with
honors, chemical modeling, and biochemistry.

The department also offers graduate programs leading to the Master of Science and Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) degrees in Analytical, Inorganic, Physical, and Organic Chemistry.  The
Department also offers Joint Programs leading to PhD degrees in Chemical Physics, Chemical
Biology, and Nanoscience & Nanotechnology. A wide range of graduate courses is offered; the
classes are small in size and personal in nature. 

The recent addition of new faculty and laboratories and the acquisition of new instrumentation
provide a firm basis for continued excellence in both teaching and research.

A program of studies is tailored to the individual student and is designed to provide a sound
background in all areas of chemistry, with emphasis on the student's area of research. The low
student-to-faculty ratio ensures that each student receives personal attention.

An important and distinctive feature of the department is close interaction
between faculty and students. This interaction, in an active and friendly
environment, is designed to promote scholarship, develop experimental
ability, and stimulate creative thought. Students work side by side with
faculty members in small research groups. They are encouraged to present
the results of their research at regional and national meetings of the
American Chemical Society and other professional organizations.

The department is committed to excellence in both research and teaching. The faculty actively
conduct research in the areas of Analytical, Inorganic, Organic, Physical, and Theoretical 
Chemistry in addition to Chemical Biology, Chemical Physics, and Nanoscience.  Faculty
members have received training and experience at leading universities, industrial laboratories,
and national research laboratories. Their excellent and diverse backgrounds ensure a graduate
program of quality and balance, one that can meet the varied needs of future professionals. John
B. Fenn, Nobel Laureate 2002, was a member of the Department of Chemistry faculty.

State-of-the-art instrumentation used by faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students
in courses and research includes magnetic resonance spectroscopy, infrared, Raman, UV-Vis,
and Fluorescence spectroscopy, mass spectrometry, liquid and gas chromatography, ICP-MS,
XRD, XPS, TEM, and SEM.

A weekly seminar program brings distinguished speakers to the
department from academia and industry. Arrangements are made for
the speakers to meet with students to discuss research and other topics.
The program results in graduates who are well-prepared for careers in
industry, academics, and national research laboratories. In addition to
the regular seminar program, the annual Mary E. Kapp Lecture in
Chemistry brings a chemist of international reputation to the department.
This lecture honors Kapp, the first chairman of the department, who
guided the department through its formative years. Kapp established an
endowment for the department from her estate. The department also hosts the John B. Fenn
Memorial Seminar that honors VCU’s only Nobel Prize winner.
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VIRGINIA SECTION MENTORING PROGRAM  

The Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) of the Virginia
Section will be rolling out the mentorship program this Fall.
About 11 students from local universities, including the
University of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth University,
Virginia State University, and the College of William and Mary
will be participating in the program.  Two students who were in
the mentoring program last year will be continuing in this year’s
program.  The students are rising juniors and seniors.  Some of

the students spent the summer being involved with undergraduate research and internship
opportunities.  Julian Bobb (YCC chair) talked to the students individually about the program
including the benefits of being a mentee.  Each student completed a mentee profile, providing 
information such as educational and research experiences, career aspirations, times of
availability, and hobbies.  The mentors are scientists representing companies such as Altria,
Pfizer Consumer Healthcare, Contraline, and Supernus Pharmaceuticals, and the United States
Navy. The mentors provided information such as educational, work and research experiences,
company affiliation, times of availability, and hobbies.  One mentee will be paired with one
mentor. The YCC will host a mentorship luncheon on Saturday, September 8 , 2018 th from 2:00 –
3:30 pm, most likely at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond.  The main objective of the
luncheon is for the mentees to meet their mentors.  The mentees and mentors will have lunch
together, participate in a fun activity, and, each pair will work together to create a work plan
outlining how long they will participate in the program, methods of contact, and the
activities/discussions that they will share. 
 

[information provided by Julian Bobb, Chair of the YCC]

THE VIRGINIA DIVISION OF CONSOLIDATED 
LABORATORY SERVICES

The Division of Consolidated Laboratory Services
(DCLS) provides around-the-clock, high quality
analytical testing services and support to local,
state and federal agencies that serve to protect
the health, safety and security of the public. The
State Laboratory also is a national training
"Center of Excellence" for the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and provides
certification and accreditation for other
laboratories.

Testing available at DCLS includes:

Newborn screening
Infectious disease outbreaks
Foodborne outbreaks
Drugs of Abuse
Chemical and biological warfare agents
Drinking and environmental waters
Soil and sediment
Radioactive materials
Food chemistry
Animal feed, fertilizers, etc.
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CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH
UNIVERSITY

August 30 - Dr. Rigoberto Hernandez, Johns Hopkins University

September 13 - Dr. Robert Huigens III, University of Florida

October 4 - Dr. Craig Lindsley, Vanderbilt University   (J. D. Smith/Larry Winters Lecture)

October 25 - Dr. James Terner Memorial Symposium (1:00 p.m. in Commons Theater
                      of University Student Commons)

All seminars, except for the Terner Symposium,  are held in Oliver Hall-
Physical Science Wing, Room 1024 at 3:30 p.m. 

CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

September 7 - Professor Brian Popp, West Virginia University, “Reductive Carboxylation of

2                       Unsaturated Hydrocarbons with CO "

September 13 - Professor Frank Gupton, Virginia Commonwealth University, “Increasing             
                         Access to Global Healthcare: The Medicines for All Institute      (GRAHAM
                         LECTURE)

September 28 - Professor Michael Leopold, University of Richmond

TERNER SYMPOSIUM  

FRONTIERS IN PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

October 25, 2018 
                               1:00 - 5:00 pm

                        Commons Theater

                                    Honoring the Scientific and Educational Contributions
                                            of Professor Jim Terner (1951-2018)

     
Keynote Speaker:  Professor Mostafa A. El-Sayed, Julius Brown Chair and
Regents Professor, Laser Dynamics Lab, Georgia Institute of Technology
 
Guest Speakers:  Professor John H. Dawson, University of South Carolina;
Professor John C. Hackett, VCU Massey Cancer Center; Professor James R.
Kincaid, Marquette University
 

Reception at Rodney’s - 5:00 - 6:00 pm
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October 12 - Professor Carol Hall, North Carolina State University, “Spontaneous Formation 
                       of Oligomers and Fibrils in Large Scale Molecular Dynamics Simulations of the 
                       Alzheimer’s Peptides”

October 17 - Professor David MacMillan, Princeton University       (JEFFERSON LECTURE)

October 19 - Professor Huw Davies, Emory University         (IRELAND LECTURE) 

October 26 - Professor Chuck Henry, Colorado State University 
 
November 2 - Professor Matthew Bogyo, Stanford University, “New Chemical Probe
                         Technologies: Applications to Imaging, Target Identification and Drug Discovery”

November 8 - Professor Yinsheng Wang, University of California Riverside

November 9 - Professor Philip Power, University of California at Davis, “Highly Sterically-            
                      Crowded Subvalent Group 14 Compounds: Unexpected Structures and
                      High Reactivity with Small Molecules”

November 16 - Professor Barbara Baird, Princeton University 

All seminars are held at 3:30 p.m. in Room 205 of the Mechanical Engineering
Building (MEC)

UP AND ATOM EVENT 

Members of the Virginia Section of the American Chemical
Society attended the Up & Atom Women’s Leadership
Fundraising Initiative to benefit the Science Museum of Virginia
on May 16, 2018.  Samy El-Shall (Virginia Section Vice Chair),
Denise Walters (Virginia Section member of the Executive
Committee and Science Museum of Virginia Trustee), Lisa El-
Shall, Christine Farthing, Emma Goldman, Stacey Sank,
and LeAnn  VanOstrand  attended  from  the  Virginia 
Section.   A welcome was offered by Jill Vaughn of the
Virginia Lottery. The Keynote Speaker, Stephanie Plunkett
(Senior Manger, Center for Regulatory Engagement at Altria),
spoke on how social norms and perceptions influence career
trajectory for girls and what each of us can do to facilitate the
entry of women into STEM fields.  Subsequently, eighth-grade
student Kyra Reed from Fairfield Middle School spoke about
what STEM means to her.  Opening messages and invitations for support were given by Michelle
Chenery, Chair of the Up & Atom Breakfast.

SECTION RECEIVES PFIZER VOLUNTEER GRANT

The Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society has
received a $2,500 Pfizer Volunteer Grant.  Pfizer employees have
been active participants with the ACS.  Recently, eight Pfizer
colleagues were involved in the Section’s Chemist’s Celebrate
Earth Day event at the Science Museum of Virginia in April.  
Participants included: ACS members Kathryn Deibler, Ashleigh
Feely, Christine Farthing, Amine Lambarqui, Denise Walters,
and Hyacinth Yarabe and non-ACS members Ashley Mann and
Laura Harvey.  Pfizer colleagues designed and ran one of the
tables demonstrating the importance of pH in the ocean and how
to measure pH with homemade indicators.  Pfizer colleagues also
helped with other tables featuring chemistry related to the ocean
and also ran a station for the illustrated poetry contest.  The Virginia Section is grateful for the
Pfizer colleague participation and Pfizer Grant Program’s generous gift.
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JEFF SEEMAN RECEIVES HIST AWARD

Dr. Jeffrey I. Seeman, a visiting senior research scholar at the University of
Richmond, has received the 2017 HIST Award for Outstanding Achievement in
the History of Chemistry.  HIST is the ACS Division of the History of Chemistry. 
The award, which includes a plaque and $1,500, was presented to Dr. Seeman
on March 20, 2018 at the national ACS meeting in New Orleans.  The meeting
featured a daylong symposium in his name.  The HIST Award Symposium was
organized by Joseph Gal and included presentations by John T. Gupton,
Eusebio Juaristi, Mohammad Hajalogol, Marjorie Caserio, Eva E.E. Wille,
Maureen Rouhi, Peter K. Goelitz, Carmen J. Giunta, Michael T. Bowers, Sidney
Simon, Harriet Zuckerman, Robert Anderson, Lauren M. Shea, Brooke Higgins,
and Dudley R. Herschbach. Jeff is shown below with some of the Symposium
presenters.

Dr. Seeman has an abiding interest in the
history of chemistry and of chemists.  He
edited the book series called “Profiles,
Pathways, and Dreams: Autobiograpies of
Eminent Chemists.”  His numerous
publications include historical topics such as
the Woodward-Hoffman rules and the total
synthesis of quinine.  In 2007, he received
the Distinguished Service Award from the
Virginia Section.  He has presented talks at
six Section meetings, beginning in 1980.  His
most recent presentation to the Section was
in November, 2016, when he spoke on
“Responsible Conduct of Research: Lessons
from History and the Human Side of
Science.”  

An article on Dr. Seeman’s HIST Award can be found in the April 9, 2018 issue of C&EN: 
https://cen.acs.org/people/awards/HIST-Award-Jeff-Seeman/96/i15.  Also, a report on his May,
2017 Wheeler Lecture at the Royal Society of Chemistry appeared in the September 18, 2017
issue of C&EN: https://cen.acs.org/articles/95/i37/Jeff-Seeman-presents-Wheeler-Lecture.html.  
And this article was included in the January 11, 2016 issue: “C&EN Talks with Chemistry
Historian Jeffrey I. Seeman about the Origins of a Groundbreaking Theory,”
https://cen.acs.org/articles/94/i2/CEN-Talks-Chemistry-Historian-JeffreySeeman/html.

VIRGINIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
FALL UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH MEETING

Saturday, November 3, 2018
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Ferrum College
Ferrum, Virginia

more information:  www.vacadsci.org
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U.S. OLYMPIAD TEAM EARNS FOUR GOLD MEDALS

The U.S. won four gold medals for the second year in a row
at the International Chemistry Olympiad, held this year in
Slovakia and the Czech Republic.  China was the only other
country to win four gold medals in this year’s competition. 
The U.S. team consisted of   Yutong Dai of Princeton
International School of Mathematics and Science in
Princeton, N.J.; Michelle Lu of Pomperaug High School in
Southbury, Conn.; Jeffrey Shi of Marcellus High School in
Marcellus, N.Y.; and Andrew Wu of Park Tudor School in
Indianapolis.    Christine Tabor, an assistant chemistry
professor at Gannon University, was the head mentor for the
U.S. team.  

The 2018 Olympiad attracted 300 students from 76 countries.  Each country is allowed to send up
to four students.  This was the 50  International Chemistry Olympiad.  The competition began inth

Bratislava, Slovakia, on July 19 and ended in Prague, Czech Republic, on July 29.  The teams of
China and the U.S. were the top performers, followed by the teams from the Czech Republic,
Korea, and the United Kingdom.  The first International Chemistry Olympiad was held in Prague in
1968.  Next year’s competition will be in Paris, France, July 21-30.  The U.S. has hosted two
Olympiads, in 1992 and 2012.  

2018 Southeastern Regional Meeting of the ACS

Augusta Convention Center 
Augusta, Georgia

October 31 - November 3, 2018

Theme: “Securing Tomorrow through Innovaton Today”
Plenary Sessions,  Keynote Speakers, Poster Sessions

 Invited Symposia and Workshops, Graduate School Fair
Chemical Exposition, Awards, Tours

FULL INFORMATION AT WWW.SERMACS2018.ORG
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