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CHEMISTS CELEBRATE EARTH WEEK!
Each year, the ACS sponsors activities for Earth Week.
This year’s theme in “The Buzz about Bugs: Insect
Chemistry.” The Virginia Section will have an early
celebration on Friday, April 1 from 5 until 8 pm at the
Science Museum of Virginia in Richmond. Dr. Kristine
Smetana is coordinating the activities for kids and
families. Volunteers are needed to help with the
demonstrations and hands-on activities. Contact
Kristine at kristine.smetana@southside.edu. This is a great event for generating interest in
science and publicizing the ACS. Please help to make this a success on April 1! This will be
part of the Science Museum’s Science After Dark program.
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SCIENCE AFTER DARK AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA
The Virginia Section will be at the Science Museum of
Virginia on Friday, April 1 when the Museum resumes its
popular Science After Dark program. The programs were
suspended in February, 2020 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The Virginia Section will be celebrating
chemistry, nature, and all things buggy with more than a
dozen hands-on experiment stations. Guests at the
Museum can explore the exhibitions, enjoy the planetarium,
and participate in various special programs from 5:00 until
8:00 p.m. More information can be found at www.smv.org.
The Science Museum is located at 2500 W. Broad St. in Richmond.
For more information on the chemistry displays and
activities at the April 1 Science After Dark program and
to volunteer to help, contact Dr. Kristine Smetana at
kristine.smetana@southside.edu. Some of the Virginia
Section activities will feature the 2022 Chemists
Celebrate Earth Week (CCEW) theme: “The Buzz
about Bugs: Insect Chemistry.” The ACS will be
celebrating CCEW on April 17-23, 2022.

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 31 - “Management of Science and Innovation” Workshop (IYCN)
April 1 - Science After Dark and CCEW at the Science Museum of Virginia, 5:00 - 8:00 pm.

April 2 - Diversity and Inclusion Professional Development Workshop (YCC and NOBCChE)
April 7 - Marie Payne Graham Memorial Lecture at UVA: Dr. Sharon Glotzer
April 9 - Diversity and Inclusion Professional Development Workshop (YCC and NOBCChE)
April 11 - RSVP deadline for Mary E. Kapp Lecture at VCU
- Deadline (12 pm) for entering undergraduate research poster session on April15
April 14 - Mary E. Kapp Lecture at VCU: Dr. Richmond Sarpong
April 15 - Virginia Section Meeting at UVA (Undergraduate Research Poster Session)
May 24 - Virginia Senior Chemists Meeting
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The Marie Payne Graham Memorial Lecture 2022
co-sponsored by the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society
and the UVa Chemistry Department

featuring

Dr. Sharon Glotzer
The Anthony C. Lembke
Department Chair of Chemical
Engineering and
The John Werner Cahn
Distinguished University
Professor of Engineering
University of Michigan

“On the Nature of the Entropic Bond”
Thursday, April 7
Lecture: 7:00 PM, Gilmer Rm. 390
McCormick Rd
For more information, please contact Susan Marshall at
sem8h@virginia.edu by Friday, April 1.
This lecture is made possible through a generous endowment created by Dr. Robert
L. Graham, retired Professor of Minnesota State University, Mankato, to honor the
memory of his wife of 46 years, the former Marie Payne of Staunton, VA.

Abbrieviated Abstract of Dr. Glotzer’s Talk: “Entropy is typically associated with disorder; yet, the
counterintuitive notion that particles with no interactions other than excluded volume might selfassemble from a fluid phase into an ordered crystal has been known since the mid-20th century. In
this talk, we show how entropy alone can produce order and complexity beyond that previously
imagined, both in colloidal crystal structure as well as in the kinetic pathways connecting fluid and
crystal phases. We show how entropic forces can be directional and introduce the concept of the
entropic bond. We introduce a new theory of entropic bonding and show how methods used by the
quantum community to predict atomic crystal structures can be used to predict entropic colloidal
crystals.”
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Dr. Richmond Sarpong
Richmond Sarpong is a
Professor of Chemistry at
the University of California
Berkeley where he and his
group specialize in
synthetic organic
chemistry. He had a 2017
Fellowship from the John
Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation. His
awards include a Camille
Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar
Award, an ACS Cope
Scholar award, an NSF
Career Award, and a Royal
Society of Chemistry
Synthetic Organic
Chemistry Award. He has
worked with Prof. Martin
Semmelhack at Princeton
and Prof. Brian Stolz at
Caltech. At Berkeley, his
laboratory focuses on the
synthesis of bioactive
complex organic molecules
using sustainably sourced
starting materials.
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IYCN PROFESSIONAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
The International Younger Chemists Network (IYCN) is sponsoring a “Management of Science
and Innovation” Workshop on March 31. This free, live workshop will gather experienced
panelists that will provide guidance and advice on the management of intellectual property
rights, how to protect your product/technology/innovation by patenting (e.g., how to fill in a
patent application, what is patentable, etc.), and how to manage R&D innovation for fostering
knowledge/product/technology transfer and commercialization.
The workshop will take place on March 31st from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm EDT and you are
welcome to join us and engage in a fruitful discussion with the panelists via the following link
(registration needed): https://bit.ly/Sci_Innov_Management.
Panelists:
Dr. Sonja Hatz, Senior Innovation Manager, Organisational and Portfolio Innovation at Merck
KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany
Dr. Christine Dunne, Patent Agent at Cooley LLP, Boston, USA

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH POSTER SESSION - APRIL 15, 2022
On Friday, April 15th, the Chemistry Department at the University of Virginia will be hosting a
meeting of the Virginia Section of the ACS. In conjunction with this meeting, there will be an
undergraduate poster session. This is a great opportunity for undergraduates to present
their research and meet with their peers and with ACS members. In previous years (prior to
COVID-19), we had over 40 posters in the session, representing colleges and universities
from Tidewater to the Valley. Research-oriented undergraduates will be most welcome to
present their work at this section meeting of the ACS.
The poster session will be from 5:00 to 7:00 pm in the 3rd Floor Lobby of the Chemistry
Building. For GPS purposes, please use 70 Chemistry Dr., Charlottesville, VA.
The deadline for entering the poster session is 12:00 pm, Monday, April 11th, and we will
need the student's name and school, the name of the student's mentor, the title for the poster,
and a brief abstract. Please send your information to Cindy Knight at csk3a@virginia.edu.
There is also a website for information at
https://chemistry.as.virginia.edu/2022-american-chemical-society-poster-session.
Pizza will be available for a $8.00 fee ($4.00 for High School Students). Soft drinks will be
free. Advance reservations required for those having pizza. More information on the meeting
will be in the April issue of the Virginia Section Bulletin and on the Section website: ascva.org.
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AWARDS TO COLLEGE SENIORS
Outstanding senior chemistry majors from colleges and universities in the Virginia Section will
be recognized at the April 15 Section meeting, to be held at the University of Virginia in
Charlottesvillle. Each school has been asked to select a student to receive the Virginia
Section award for undergraduate achievement. The awardees will each receive a certificate
of recognition, a one-year membership in the ACS, and a special gift. Chemistry departments
must inform Chair Vanessa Lopez of their nominees. If you have not submitted the name of
your outstanding senior chemistry student, please contact Vanessa as soon as possible-(804) 920-3558, vanessa.f.lopez@altria.com.

YCC-NOBCChE DEIR & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
The ACS Virginia Section Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) in collaboration with the National
Organization for the Professional Advancement of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers
(NOBCChE) is hosting Virtual Diversity and Inclusion/Professional Development Workshops on
April 2nd and 9th, respectively, from 11:00 AM to 1:30 PM ET via Zoom.

Register: https://american-chemicalsociety.zoom.com/meeting/register/tZMscuCrqjopEtYg6aRGvqrgeVvhoXHY6liR
These workshops hope to provide awareness and open dialogue about diversity and inclusivity in
school and the workplace, especially in the STEM field. It will provide insight on creating positive
environments, and tips and skills for professional development such as crafting a CV/resume
employers will love, strategies to leverage during job hunting, and etc.
The events will start with opening remarks to introduce the YCC and NOBCChE, as well as our
speakers and panelists. After introductions, the keynote speaker will present, followed by a 45-minute
panel session. The event will conclude with a 45-minute networking session on both days. Raffle
prizes will be given out to select attendees.

For more information on the Diversity & Inclusion Workshop or on other YCC activities,
contact Dr. Julian Bobb, Chair of the Younger Chemists Committee for the Virginia Section.
Email: vayoungerchemistscommittee@gmail.com
Instagram: @ACSVA_YCC
Facebook: @ACSVAYCC
Twitter: @ACSVirginiaYCC
LinkedIn: @ACS Virginia Younger Chemists Committee
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CHEMISTRY SEMINAR AT VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

April 14 - Dr. Richmond Sarpong, University of California, Berkeley, “Break-it-to-Make-it
Strategies for Chemical Synthesis Inspired by Complex Natural Products”
(Mary E. Kapp Lecture) 4:00 pm in Room 303 of the James Cabell Library

CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
April 7 - Dr. Sharon Glotzer, University of Michigan, “On the Nature of the Entropic Bond”
(Graham Lecture) 7:00 p.m in Gilmer 390
April 20 - Dr. Lissa Anderson, Florida State University
April 22 - Dr. Lisa Jones, University of Maryland
April 29 - Dr. Holger Braunschweig, Universitat Wurzburg, Germany
Seminars will be held primarily in-person. Friday seminars will be at 3:30 pm in Gilmer 390;
Wednesday seminars will be held in MEC 205.

REPORT ON THE MARCH 4 MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION
The March 4, 2022 meeting of the Virginia Section was held virtually. This was the annual
Awards Meeting. About 25 persons participated via Zoom. Vanessa Lopez, Chair of the
Virginia Section for 2022, opened the meeting by welcoming all guests. She Introduced
Chair-Elect Jack Brown who presented a PowerPoint presentation on various awards that
are given by the Virginia Section. These included three awards that were presented later in
the program.
Vanessa introduced Katheen Spangler and Yezdi Pithawalla, members of the Awards
Committee, who selected the award winners and put together the program for the Awards
Meeting. Yezdi described the work done by the committee. Kathleen then
introduced Ashley Tubbs, the Volunteer of the Year for 2022. Each year,
The ACS presents an Outreach Volunteer of the Year Award to a Section
member. Kathleen described some of the projects that Ashley has been
involved in, especially for the Young Chemists Committee. The award will be
be sent directly from the national ACS office to Ashley. She thanked the
members of the Section for nominating her for the Outreach Award and for
their support.
Ashley Tubbs
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Kathleen described the Team Innovation Award and asked Dr. Jack Brown to present the award to
the Medicines for All Institute at Virginia Commonwealth University. Jack introduced Dr. Frank
Gupton, the CEO of the Medicines for All Institute, who presented a talk on “Access to Global
Healthcare in a Post-Pandemic World.” He described some of the
effects of COVID-19 on the global economy, hospitality,
education, physical health, travel, entertainment, mental health,
and healthcare supply chains and the work of the Medicines for All
Institute to improve access to high-quality medications across the
globe. He listed some of the funding sources for the Institute,
including the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and BARDA (the
Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority).
Grant requests and proposals have been submitted to other
government programs and agencies, including the FDA and Build
Back Better. Jack thanked Frank for the informative talk and for
the work of the Medicines for All Institute.
Yezdi Pithawalla and
Frank Gupton with the
Team Innovation Award
Yezdi introduced Dr. Roy Gratz, retired professor of chemistry and former chair
of the Department of Chemistry at the University of Mary Washington. Dr. Gratz
provided some information about Dr. Janet Asper, the recipient of the
Distinguished Service Award for 2021. Janet gave an inspiring talk that she titled
“It’s All About Connections.” She used her own experiences, including her
career experiences and her ACS work to explain how and why connections are
important. Here are a couple of suggestions from Janet:
“Discover your strengths, understand your limitations, and embrace both!”
“Get by with a lot of help from your friends!”
Janet thanked the Section for the Distinguished Service Award.
Dr. Raymond Dominey informed the participants that Dr. Stephen Buchwald of MIT will be at the
University of Richmond on Friday, March 25. He invited Section members to attend a dinner and a
session with Dr. Buchwald. Vanessa Lopez stated that the next meeting of the session would be
sponsored by the University of Virginia on April 15. Jack Brown thanked all the participants and the
folks who put the Awards Program together.

GRANTS FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION
The Virginia Section provides small grants ($50 - $500) to teachers for projects involving
science teaching. The grants can be used to purchase materials and equipment for activities
in science classrooms and laboratories. No funds are provided for personnel costs. More
information and a proposal form can be found on the Section website: acsva.org. Look for
the Chemical Education tab under “About Us,” or contact Dr. Kristine Smetana at
kristine.smetana@southside.edu.
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VCU STUDENTS PRESENT SCIENCE AT STEAM DAY
On March 10, a group of students from Virginia Commonwealth University presented science
experiments to students at Patrick Copeland Elementary School in Hopewell. Dr. LaChelle Waller,
past-chair of the Virginia Section, organized the activities. The group of volunteers included VCU
students and faculty members. Dr. Kristine Smetana, a graduate of VCU and chair of the the
Community Activities Committee for the Virginia Section, provided materials and support. Dr. Waller
has been leading STEAM Day for several years through a nonprofit she runs. This was the VCU

group’s fifth year holding STEAM Day in a school outside of Richmond and the second time
hosting it at Patrick Copeland Elementary after a visit in 2020. STEAM Day is not the only VCU
effort that engages elementary school students around science. Mychal Smith, Ph.D., an
assistant professor of chemistry, has his students sharing experiments every week with
fifth-graders at J.L. Francis Elementary School in Richmond through his Chemistry in the
Community course.

POSITION AVAILABLE - VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY
The Department of Chemistry at Virginia Commonwealth University invites applications for a
non-tenure track assistant professor position in Analytical Chemistry to begin in August 2022.
Primary responsibilities will include the management, supervision, and instruction of the analytical
undergraduate teaching laboratories (Quantitative Analysis Laboratory (CHEZ 309) and
Instrumental Analysis (CHEZ 409)) and the instruction of undergraduate chemistry courses as
determined by department needs. We particularly seek applicants who are excited about teaching
analytical chemistrynto a diverse pool of undergraduate students and working with graduate student
teaching assistants (TAs) to create independent thinkers capable of addressing and solving the next
generation of scientific and technological problems. Teaching effectiveness is the most important
criterion for faculty evaluation and promotion and thus, applicants must be willing to foster a
supportive and inclusive learning environment, work effectively with graduate student TA’s,
participate in curriculum development, effectively deliver course content, and be adaptable to m ultiple
methods of content delivery. The Department of Chemistry is housed within the College of
Humanities and Sciences (https://chs.vcu.edu/) and includes several faculty resources such as an
inclusive learning program that supports teaching faculty in best practices for inclusive pedagogy.
Applicants should have demonstrated experience working in and fostering a diverse faculty, staff,
and student environment or commitment to do so. Prior teaching experience at the college level is
ideal. Analytical Chemists with applied industrial or government experiences are also encouraged to
apply. A Ph.D. in chemistry is required and post-doctoral experience is strongly encouraged.
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Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled. Please contact
Professor David Jenson, Search Committee Chair, (dljenson@vcu.edu) for any questions about the
position and the application process.

HIST CENTENNIAL
The Division of the History of Chemistry of the American Chemical Society (HIST) is 100 years old in 2022.
HIST is the home within ACS for chemists interested in the history of their discipline. Among their activities
are publication of a peer-reviewed journal in history of chemistry, the Bulletin for the History of Chemistry, and
holding symposia on historical topics at national and regional meetings of the ACS. Both of these activities
involve chemists and historians from around the world. All members and affiliates of HIST receive two issues
of the Bulletin each year as part of their membership: hard copies delivered by mail as well as electronic access.
In this anniversary year, an extra issue of the Bulletin is available electronically to anyone (open access).
Prominent chemist historians and historians of chemistry were invited to contribute essays on the theme “Novel
Insights in the History of Chemistry: Looking Back Yet Mostly Looking Forward.” This theme led to a wide
variety of responses, which were collected into the following six topics:
!

Expansive Approaches to the History of Chemistry

!

Foci on Specific Topics

!

Multidisciplinary Approaches and Tools

!

Thriving, Inclusivity, Diversity, and Equity and the History of Chemistry

!

Relationships of Historians and Chemist-Historians

!

The Past, Present and Future of History of Chemistry

You are invite to peruse this commemorative issue online at
http://acshist.scs.illinois.edu/bulletin_open_access/bull22-vol47-1.php
While you are there, you can check out 30 years of open-access issues of the Bulletin, which are free to all after a
three-year window of access exclusively by HIST members and subscribers:
http://acshist.scs.illinois.edu/bulletin_open_access/bull-index.php
You can join HIST as a member or affiliate. More information about HIST is available at:
http://acshist.scs.illinois.edu/index.php
Editor’s note: The HIST CENTENNIAL ISSUE of the HIST Bulletin was edited by Carmen J. Giunta and
Jeffrey I. Seeman. Dr. Seeman is a Visiting Research Scholar at the University of Richmond and an active
member of the Virginia Section.

COPIES OF PAST ISSUES OF THE BULLETIN
Dr. Joseph Pompano has been working diligently to improve the quality and content of the
Section website (http://www.acsva.org). He has been reviewing the material on the site,
repairing broken and incorrect links, and adding new content. One of his projects has been
getting copies of past issues of the Bulletin posted on the website so ACS members and
others can search for information on past activities of the Section. Click on the BULLETIN
NEWSLETTER tab at the top of the homepage. You can then access issues of the Bulletin
for the years 2019 through 2022. Click on the “Go to Bulletin Archive” at the bottom of the
page to access links to issues published in 2005 through 2018. More issues are available in
hard copy form from the Editor. Contact Jim Beck at beckjd1977@comcast.net.
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SENIOR CHEMISTS MEETING
Are you a Senior Chemist (age 50+) who is interested in connecting and supporting other Senior
Chemists in the Virginia Section? If so, please join us for the kick-off meeting for the Virginia Section
Senior Chemist Committee. Joe Pompano and Rob Davidson have agreed to serve as initial co-chairs
for this committee. They want your ideas for events and activities.
The Kick-off Meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 24th at the Innsbrook location of the Capital Ale
House (4024 Cox Road, Glen Allen, VA) from 11:45 – 1:15. Join us for a sandwich (pay for your own
meal) and discussion.
Please contact Rob Davidson (robiradav@aol.com) or Joe Pompano (pompano13220@gmail.com) to
let them know if you are planning to attend. If there is interest, they will arrange for a Zoom link for
the discussion portion of the meeting (12:30 – 1:15). Also, please reach out to them if you have ideas
for events or just want additional information.

The Bulletin is published nine times a year
by the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society
Editor: James Beck, 1977 Vesonder Road, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-5286; beckjd1977@comcast.net
Publisher: Will Lewis, (804) 586-5492; wlewis8669@aol.com
Chair of the Virginia Section: Vanessa Lopez; (804) 920-3558
vanessa.f.lopez@altria.com

