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                                         The Bulletin

                 of the

                   Virginia Section

                    AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

                            ____________________________________________

           University of Richmond 
               Richmond, Virginia

          POWELL LECTURESHIP
         Friday, February 28, 2020

DINNER:   6:00 p.m. 
  Alice Haynes Room

                                       Tyler Haynes Commons

PROGRAM:   7:30 p.m.
  Auditorium    
  Gottwald Center for the Sciences

 

MENU:   Bistro Beef Medallions, Charleston Chicken, Roasted Brussel Sprouts and
  Carrots, Greek Style Grilled New Potatoes, Sister Schubert’s Soft Dinner
  Rolls, Gluten Free Brownie, Iced Tea, Water, and Coffee

  Vegetarian option -- please specify vegetarian dinner when making
                                        your reservation

PRICE:   $15.00 (no reductions)

DINNER   Please make reservations for the Dinner by NOON on Friday, 

RESERVATIONS:   February 21 by calling the Chemistry Department at the University of 

                                       Richmond, (804) 289-8242 or by e-mail to chemistry@richmond.edu.

  NOTE: Space is limited for the dinner–make your reservation early!

HOST:                    Dr. Raymond Dominey, (804) 289-8761; rdominey@richmond.edu

SPEAKER:  Professor B. Frank Gupton, VCU

TOPIC:   ”Pharmaceutical Processing in the 21  Century: Seeing What        st

                                       Others Have Seen and Thinking What No One Has Thought” 

mailto:amallory@richmond.edu
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  Dr. Frank Gupton is a professor at Virginia Commonwealth                    
  University and holds joint appointments in the Departments of                  
  Chemistry and the Department of Chemical and Life Science                   
  Engineering.  He also serves as Department Chair of the Chemical         
  and Life Science Engineering Department.  His thirty-year industrial        
  career has centered on the development and commercialization of          
  chemical processes for pharmaceutical applications.  Dr. Gupton’s          
  research group is currently focused on the development of                       
  continuous processing technology to facilitate the discovery,                    
  development and commercialization of drug products. Prior to joining      
  the faculty at Virginia Commonwealth University,  Dr. Gupton served as  
  the Executive Director of North American Process Development for

Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals and led the commercialization of the widely prescribed
HIV drug nevirapine.  Dr. Gupton received his Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry from
the University of Richmond (1973) and graduate degrees in organic chemistry from Georgia
Tech (MS 1976) and Virginia Commonwealth University (Ph.D. 1998).

Dr. Gupton’s research efforts have focused on streamlining pharmaceutical processes,
particularly in the area of active ingredients, by employing the principles of process
intensification which include the use of innovative chemistry, novel continuous manufacturing
platforms, and new and more efficient catalysts for pharmaceutical applications. The research
group’s efforts are guided and driven based on both financial and economic impact that can
be derived from this effort.  Dr. Gupton is a 2019 National Academy of Inventors (NIA) Fellow,
and a recipient of the 2019 ACS Peter J. Dunn Award for Green Chemistry and Engineering
Impact in the Pharmaceutical Industry, the 2018 Award for Affordable Green Chemistry, and
the 2018 Presidential Award for Green Chemistry.  These awards were associated with
Professor Gupton’s work on the development of a highly efficient process to produce
nevirapine, a first-line treatment in HIV therapy.

      https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/cen-09803-acsnews10

     https://cen.acs.org/articles/96/i2/ACS-Award-Affordable-Green-Chemistry.html

       “Pharmaceutical Processing in the 21  Century: Seeing What         st

Others Have Seen and Thinking What No One Has Thought”

Access to global public healthcare is impacted by many technical, economic, and social
factors. It is widely recognized that the resources required to deliver and improve global public
health are currently constrained.  A powerful way to increase access is to lower the cost of
products and services that have already proven to be effective.  Currently, the cost of
producing a wide range of pharmaceutical products is higher than it needs to be. The mission
of Medicines for All (M4ALL) is to transform active pharmaceutical ingredient (API) processes
in order to reduce medication cost and improve patient access. To fulfill this objective, M4ALL
has developed a set of core principles for API process development, which are derived from
fundamental elements of process intensification. These principles are commonly known but
often neglected. We have applied these principles to the preparation of several global health
drugs yielding dramatic improvements in chemical efficiency. The development of novel and
highly efficient heterogeneous catalysts for cross-coupling reactions that support this effort will
also be presented.
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DIRECTIONS

From I-64, take the Glenside Drive South exit (Exit 183A) and go about 1.5 miles to the 4th traffic
light.  Turn left on to Three Chopt Road and go about 0.8 mile.  Follow the signs to the University of
Richmond, turning right on to Boatwright Drive (which continues as College Road at the top of the
map below) then left on to Campus Drive.  Turn right through the main gate on to UR Drive. 
Continue on UR Drive, then turn right on to Westhampton Way.  Continue up the short
Westhampton Way hill to its intersection with Keller Road.  Parking is available in the three lots at
the top of the hill, one immediately to the left before Keller Road, and two immediately to the right at
the intersection with Keller Road.  The Powell Reception and Dinner will be in the Alice Haynes
Room (downstairs) in the Tyler Haynes Commons (# 270 on the map below) which sits on top of
the dam at the south end of Westhampton Lake and directly across the brick-paved University
Forum in front of the Gottwald Science Center (# 138).  The program will be in the basement
auditorium of the Gottwald Science Center (# 138).  Note–there is no parking available in front of
the Science Center.  A more legible map can be found at
http://www.richmond.edu/visit/maps/print/campus.pdf.  

  

  Tyler Haynes           
Commons (#270)      

   Gottwald Science         
   Center (#138) 

   Parking

 

http://www.richmond.edu/visit/maps/print/campus.pdf
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CHEMISTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND

The Chemistry Department at the University of Richmond is located in the
Gottwald Center for the Sciences along with the Departments of Biology
and Physics.  Offering both the B.S. and B.A. degrees in Chemistry and
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology (BMB), the department provides excellent
preparation for work or professional studies in chemistry, biochemistry, the
health sciences, and chemical engineering, as well as for teaching or for
legal careers.  The department meets certification requirements by the
American Chemical Society for the B.S. in Chemistry and in Chemistry/
Biochemistry.

Our students receive a strong background in chemistry in an atmosphere of activity and
support from an able and enthusiastic faculty.  Class sizes are never greater than 40 and
upper level classes and teaching laboratory sections generally have fewer than 20.  Students
enjoy the use of a wide variety of modern instrumentation both in their teaching laboratories
and in research experiences.  Many of our students present the results of their research work
to the scientific community both by presentation at meetings on and off campus and in
publications.  They have the opportunity to grow and learn in an exciting and supportive
setting, and when their undergraduate days are over, they find that they are well prepared for
their next endeavor.

The chemistry major at the University of Richmond provides a strong basic background in the
major sub-disciplines of chemistry (analytical, inorganic, organic, physical and biochemistry). 
Richmond graduates are ready to enter the best chemistry graduate programs in the country,
to enter the work force as chemists in industry and government, to proceed into careers as
secondary school teachers, or to develop careers in sales and marketing for technical
industry.  The major also provides an excellent background for studies in medicine, the allied
health professions, and law.  For several years, UR has graduated 15-22 chemistry majors
and 25-35 BMB majors each year.  The majority of our students participate in research
sometime during their program.  About half of recent graduating chemistry majors entered
graduate programs in chemistry or related fields.     

A $35 million renovation and expansion of Gottwald Center
for the Sciences was completed in 2005.  Upgrading
Gottwald was part of the University’s $50 million plan to
improve science facilities and programs and to place
Richmond among the first-choice colleges of America’s top
high school science students. There are 53 science faculty
(20 in Chemistry), all of whom place a strong emphasis on
research with undergraduate students, on interdisciplinary
studies, and on innovative courses for non-majors.  Our
facility consists of 190,000 square feet dedicated to
teaching and research in chemistry, biology, and physics,
including renovated teaching and research laboratories as
well as an attractive atrium space for formal and informal
gathering, a green house, and an auditorium. The
laboratories are equipped with cutting edge technology and
scientific instrumentation. 



*** VIRGINIA SECTION NEWS ***
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FUTURE MEETINGS

               DATE: March 13, 2020
LOCATION: Randolph-Macon College

                Ashland, Virginia
HOST:            Dr. April Marchetti
PHONE:          (804) 752-7319                     
EMAIL:            amarchetti@rmc.edu
SPEAKER: Dr. Lucien Lameijer, Randolph-Macon College
TOPIC: “Combating Disease with Light” 

DATE:                 April 17, 2020
LOCATION: University of Virginia

                                                     Charlottesville, Virginia
HOST:                Dr. James Demas
PHONE:              (434) 924-3343
EMAIL:                demas@virginia.edu
SPEAKER:          Dr. James Demas, University of Virginia
TOPIC: “A Random Walk Through 60 Years of Chemistry””

                                           Undergraduate Research Poster Session

R. GERALD BASS AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

      Dr. Ann Marie  Sullivan, Professor of Chemistry and
      Program Chair of Chemistry, Geology, and Physics at
      Reynolds Community College, will receive the R. Gerald
      Bass Award for Exceptional Service  at the March 13 
      meeting of the Virginia Section.  Dr. Sullivan has been an
      active member of the Virginia Section for over 30 years,
      serving as chair of the section in 2002 and receiving  the
      Distinguished Service Award in 2005.  Dr. Sullivan has also
      been active in the national ACS,  serving as a Section
      Councilor for 13 years.  

The R. Gerald Bass Award for Exceptional Service is named for Dr. R. Gerald Bass,
who received the first Bass award, given to him by the Virginia Section on October 24,
2015 at its 100  Anniversary Gala.  th
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CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

February 14 - Dr. Hien Nguyen, Wayne State University, “Specific Inhibition of Heparanase by            
                      Glycopolymers for Cancer and Diabetic Therapeutics”

February 19 - Dr. Eric Rivard, University of Alberta

February 21 - Dr. Aaron Dinner, University of Chicago

February 28 - Dr. Mitch Antsey, Davidson College, “Electrochemical Energy Storage through             
                       Ligand-Based Charge Manipulation”

March 6 - Dr. Ray Schaak, Penn State University

March 18 - Dr. Bhavya Sharma, University of Tennessee

March 20 - Dr. Yugang Sun, Temple University

March 25 - Professor Piotr Zelenay, Los Alamos National Laboratory

March 27 - Dr. Ying Wang, University of North Carolina-Wilmington, “Taming Protein Condensation”

April 10 - Dr. Frank Bennett, Ionis Pharmaceuticals     (Hecht Lecture)  

April 15 - Dr. Julie Kovacs, University of Washington

April 17 - Dr. Frieder Jaekle, Rutgers University, Newark

April 24 - Dr. Jill Millstone, University of Pittsburgh

Chemistry colloquia are held at 3:30 p.m. in Room 205 of the 
Mechanical Engineering Building (MEC).

Full seminar schedule at chemistry.as.virginia.edu/seminars.        

More information at chem@virginia.edu; (434) 924-3344.

SEMINARS AT VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

February 13 - Dr. A.A.G.M. Tielens, Leiden University, Netherlands, “the Aromatic Universe”

March 17 - Dr. Soma Dhakal, Virginia Commonwealth University

April 9 - Dr. Jeremy Morgan, University of North Carolina

April 14 - Dr. Frances Ligler, NCSU/UNC Chapel Hill (Mary Kapp Lecture) 

April 30 - Dr. Barry Trost, Stanford University 

Seminars are held at 4:00 p.m. in Room 1024, in the Physical Science   
Wing of Oliver Hall, 1001 West Main Street, Richmond.                            
For more information, call (804) 828-1298.

 

mailto:chem@virginia.edu;
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SIDNEY HARRIS CHEMISTRY CARTOON

Here is this month’s chemistry cartoon by Sidney Harris.  These cartoons are provided to ACS Local
Sections as part of an ACS Technical Division Innovative Project Grant Program awarded to the
Division of History and Chemistry (HIST).  Commentary for this month’s cartoon is provided by Jean-
Marie Lehn, 1987 Nobel Prize winner from the Université de Strasbourg in France, who is renowned
for his work with cryptands and supramolecular chemistry.

The Pasteur cartoon can be commented in a
humoristic way with the help of a French
popular poet, Jacques Prévert.  In this cartoon,
Pasteur recites a nonsensical/humorous series
of items.  This is also what a French popular
poet Jacques Prévert did in his poem Inventaire
(Inventory), where at the end of each
incongruous list of entities, Prévert adds “un
raton laveur", "a raccoon!”  When someone
utters a nonsensical list of unrelated items, one
may add ironically (and may not be so kindly)
“et un raton laveur,” “and a raccoon!”  So, I
would have added to Pasteur’s (and cartoonist
Sidney Harris’s) list: “and a raccoon!”  You can
hear Prévert at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cU2JEC_e-
mc 

                                        --- Jean-Marie Lehn,
Université de Strasbourg (1987 Nobel Prize)

 

Inventaire by Jacques Prévert Inventory by Jacques Prévert

Une pierre A stone
deux maisons two houses
trois ruines three ruins
quatre fossoyeurs four gravediggers
un jardin a garden
des fleurs flowers
un raton laveur a raccoon
une douzaine d’huîtres un citron un pain a dozen oysters a lemon a loaf 
un rayon de soleil a ray of sunshine
une lame de fond a bottom slide
six musiciens six musicians
une porte avec son paillasson a door with his doormat

un monsieur décoré de la légion d’honneur a gentleman decorated with the legion of honor

un autre raton laveur another raccoon

Etc. etc……. Etc, etc……

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cU2JEC_e-mc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cU2JEC_e-mc
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YCC HOSTS MENTORSHIP PROGRAM SOCIAL

On Saturday, February 1, 2020, The ACS Virginia Section
Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) hosted a
Networking Social for some of the participants of its
current Mentorship Program. The main aim of this event
was to provide a means for current mentors and mentees to connect and
revitalize their mentoring relationships.  The attendees enjoyed a great meal,
and they shared with each other their cultural, educational, and career
experiences. The event ended with a poem-writing contest with the theme:
"Mentoring". The attendees were well engaged and new chemical bonds

were formed. In order to promote engagements and enhance attendance for future similar type
events, the YCC plans to implement workshops to sustain mentoring & professional developments.
Here are some mentoring “spotlights.”   

YCC MENTOR-MENTEE SPOTLIGHT # 1

Mentor: Dr. Kathryn Deibler (Principal Scientist, GSK Consumer Healthcare)

1. What types of activities/discussions did you participate in with your mentee?

      We’ve met twice and I gave her a tour of GSK. 

2. How has the relationship impacted you as a mentor thus far?

I’m inspired by the enthusiasm and interest Sydney has shown.  I feel like I can have a real impact
     on her growth. 

3. What have you gained thus far from mentoring?

      I feel good about giving back,  having benefitted from so many others’ support.  

Mentee: Sydney Weber (Senior, Forensic Science Major, Virginia Commonwealth University)

1. What goals did you set with your mentor? How have you progressed with your goals?

   My mentor and I set goals towards getting me a job and the steps needed to            
succeed. We have reworked my resume and are almost complete with that and           
have talked about what else I need to do.

2. What types of activities/discussions did you participate in with your mentor?

    We attended the luncheon in the spring, have had two dinners to discuss things,     
    and I went on a tour of GSK with her and some other mentees.

3. How has the relationship impacted you as a mentee thus far?

      I really enjoy my dinners with Dr. Deibler and she has helped me to feel more confident in my job   
      search.

YCC MENTOR-MENTEE SPOTLIGHT # 2

Mentor: Dr. Michael Glasgow (Advisor, Afton Chemical Corporation)

1.  What types of activities/discussions did you participate in with your mentee?

     Various:  research wrap-up, dissertation writing, presentations / technical meetings, career search  
     – jobs, personal items – “how are you doing?”
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2.  How has the relationship impacted you as a mentor thus far?

     It’s been gratifying to see the depth of knowledge of project, intelligent        
     experimental design, and I’ve enjoyed getting to know Chanaka so far very 
     much.

3.  What have you gained thus far from mentoring?

     More understanding of current-year graduate ABD life, and how I can         
      support this young man with the difficulties of university research                
      community life. 

Mentee: Chanaka Amarasekarage (5  Year Chemistry Ph.D. Candidate, Virginiath

Commonwealth University)

1.    What goals did you set with your mentor? How have you progressed with your goals?

      In the beginning, rather than setting up goals, we planned to inform the timeline of my research goals,  
     career goals and then discuss their progress or obstacles in the following up meeting sessions.              
     Dr. Glasgow listened carefully and provided good feedback. Also, I sought help in polishing up my         
     resume/CV, he provided help in this process too.

2.    What types of activities/discussions did you participate in with your mentor?

      We usually meet every 2 weeks on Wednesdays, at a coffee shop.  Our discussions are mainly about  
      my research goals, research timeline, the progress of research, issues in the lab, and job search.  And 
      further, we do have casual discussions about handling difficult situations in professional settings,           
      personal trips, and adventures.  And according to his invitation, I attended an STLE VA section             
      meeting at Afton Chemical.

 3.    How has the relationship impacted you as a mentee thus far?

      Dr. Glasgow is a patient listener and always tried to provide good feedback. Though his background is 
      not from organic/biochemical research areas as mine, he listened to my research progress and tried to 
      provide general advice, and encouraging words. I could share my progress and struggle in research     
      with him, it feels better and encouraging to share the experience with someone who is well-                   
      experienced and in a higher achieved position in the chemistry field. 

WCC SCIENCE CAFÉ

On February 19, Stacey Sank, Chair of the Women Chemists Committee (WCC)

for the Virginia Section, will hold a WCC Science Café.  This will be an

opportunity for ACS members and others to meet informally to network, share

information and ideas, and foster a sense of community.  The Café will be held

from 7:30 until 8:30 am at Panera Bread, 810 West Grace Street in Richmond.

For more information on the Women Chemists Committee (WCC) or on the

meetings listed above, contact Stacey Sank, Chair of the WCC, at

stacey.x.sank@gsk.com. 

mailto:staceysank@gsk.com.
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REPORT ON THE JANUARY AWARDS MEETING

The annual Awards Meeting of the Virginia Section was
held on Friday, January 24 at Enthalpy Laboratories in
Henrico, Virginia.  Dr. Joseph Pompano served as host.
He introduced Alexandra Martin, the Technical Director of
Chemistry at Enthalpy, who welcomed the ACS members
and guests. Dr. Samy El-Shall, Chair of the Virginia
Section, introduced  Dr. Rob Davidson and presented him
with the Section’s Distinguished Service Award for 2019. 
Dr. Davidson is a Senior Research Scientist with Afton
Chemical in Richmond and has been an active member of
the Virginia Section for 25 years.  He gave an entertaining
talk on his “ACS Journey,” describing his 43 years of
involvement in the American Chemical Society.                
Dr. El-Shall presented him with the traditional Jefferson Cup that is given to speakers at Section
meetings.

Dr. Rebecca Rose Pompano of the University of Virginia
(UVA) introduced Dr. B. Jill Venton, her colleague in the
Department of Chemistry at UVA.  Dr. El-Shall presented    
Dr. Venton, who is a Professor and Chair of the Department
of Chemistry at the University of Virginia, with the
Distinguished Research Award from the Virginia Section. 
She gave an enlightening presentation on some of her
research work, entitled “Analytical Neurochemistry: New
Techniques Uncover Rapid Neurochemical Signaling.”       
Dr. LaChelle Waller, Chair Elect of the Virginia Section,
presented her with the engraved Jefferson Cup.  

Prior to the Awards Program, meeting participants enjoyed dinner and were given tours of the
chemistry facilities at Enthalpy Laboratories.  The Section thanks Alexandra Martin and her
colleagues at Enthalpy Laboratories for hosting this meeting.  Special thanks to Joe Pompano for
his help in organizing the event.

                    
    

                  
                  
            

        

                     Joe Pompano,  Jill Venton,                            Jill Venton and Samy El-Shall

            Samy El-Shall, and Rob Davidson
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           Alexandra Martin                           M. Samy El-Shall         Laura and Rob Davidson

  

             Jill Venton and                                Rob Davidson and                              Jill Venton and members 

            LaChelle Waller                                  Samy El-Shall                                of her UVA research team                    

            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
   

             VIRGINIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
                         ANNUAL MEETING

                                  James Madison University 
                    Harrisonburg, Virginia

                                       May 28-30, 2020

The 98  Annual meeting of the Academy will be held at James Madison Universityth

in Harrisonburg on May 28-30.  Chemistry presentations will be scheduled for
Friday, May 29.  There will be a Poster Session for all Sections that will be set up
and stay up all day Friday, May 29.  For more information on the chemistry program,
contact Tom DeVore, Chemistry Section Secretary, at devoretc@jmu.edu.  Full
information about the annual meeting and about Academy membership can be found
on the Academy’s website: http://www.vacadsci.org.  

The Bulletin is published nine times a year 
by the Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society

Editor: James Beck, 1977 Vesonder Road, Petersburg, VA 23805;
 (804) 733-5286; beckjd1977@comcast.net

Publisher: Will Lewis, (804) 586-5492; wlewis8669@aol.com

Chair of the Virginia Section: M. Samy El-Shall, (804) 828-2753;
mselshal@vcu.edu

mailto:devore@jmu.edu.
http://www.vacadsci.org.
mailto:beckjd1977@comcast.net
mailto:wlewis866@aol.com
mailto:mselshal@vcu.edu
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For more information on the Evonik Tour and Information Session, contact Dr. Julian Bobb, 
Chair of the Younger Chemists Committee (YCC), at vayoungerchemistscommittee@gmail.com.

NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK 2019

The 2019 National Chemistry Week (NCW) celebration in the Virginia Section was held on Sunday,
October 20.  It was an amazing event that focused on a walk around the periodic table where children of
all ages could look at and touch real elements and experiment with them.  The event was a huge success
given that Sunday is typically not a busy day at the Science Museum.  This was a jam-packed event
including a teacher program where teachers who attended ranged from grades pre-K through high school. 
Six teachers were given activities for their classes based on the periodic table.  Each teacher received a
set of periodic tables, their own element kit, slime, super balls, separation mixtures, prism glasses,
dolomite rock growing sets, and many other really cool things.  Teachers helped out when the stations
were very busy.  They also walked around the event to see all the activities and how they could use the
ideas for their classrooms to make them more interactive on a low budget. 
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Activities included making spooky slime and learning how boron was an essential element for that; looking
at some of the noble gases like neon and argon, using really cool prism glasses (kids could take them
home) and learning about and drawing line spectra; becoming an alchemist and turning copper into silver
and gold; learning how calcium is essential to bones while exploring owl pellets; human x-rays and
searching for sharks teeth; matching elements on a periodic table and learning about some of their
physical properties including density determinations; learning how we can produce oxygen and learn
about the properties of gases; learning about iron, magnetism and magnetic fields; learning about
conductivity and electrolytes; exploring how elements and rocks are related to household items; exploring
the element carbon and making a buckyball; and many other fun activities. There were over 30 tables of
activities for children of all ages to enjoy!

[report and photos from Dr. Kristine Smetana]

                                 JUDGES NEEDED FOR SCIENCE FAIRS

Volunteers are needed to judge projects at regional and state science fairs:

P Metro Richmond STEM FAIR  - Virginia State University on Saturday, March 28.  An
affiliated regional fair for the Intel International Science & Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF),
About 600 students from the greater Richmond area will submit research papers.  Readers
are needed for the screening process.  Approximately 275 papers will compete in the Fair
with at least 200 judges reviewing them.  To participate as a judge or screener, go to the  
Z-fairs site at mrsf.zfairs.com and select the Judges Main tab.  Sponsored by the
MathScience Innovation Center.  More information at https://myMSiC.org/stemfair. 

P Virginia Junior Academy of Science - James Madison University, May 28.  Statewide
competition with about 750 students in grades seven through twelve.  Students make oral
presentations.  Written papers are available for reading prior to the presentations.  Sign up
forms are online at vjas.org/judges.html.  For more information, contact Susan Booth, VJAS
Director, at susan.science@gmail.com.

CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD

The Virginia Section will be participating in the 2020 U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad (USNCO).  The
primary goals of this program are to stimulate interest and achievement in chemistry among high school
students throughout the United States and to provide recognition of outstanding young chemistry students,
teachers, and schools. Schools that wish to participate should follow these procedures:

   ! Teachers submit registration forms to participate in the Local Examination. The local examinations are
designed for first year and for more advanced second year high school students who are taking or have
taken chemistry at their high schools.

   ! Each teacher administers the local examination at his or her school.  The names and contact information
for the participating students must be submitted at least one week before the examination day.

   More information is available on the Section website: http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org/ or from 
Ann Sullivan, Chair of the Chemistry Olympiad Committee: asullivan@reynolds.edu.

mailto:susan.science@gmail.com.
http://www.virginia.sites.acs.org
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MICHAEL HUNNICUTT NAMED OUTREACH VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Dr. Mike Hunnicutt, Chair of the Project SEED
Committee for the Virginia Section, has been named the
Outreach Volunteer of the Year for the Virginia Section. 
The designation comes from the Committee of
Community Activities of the national ACS.  Each local
section can recognize one individual for demonstrating
extraordinary outreach volunteer service within the
section.  Previous winners in the Virginia Section include Julian Bobb
(2019), Heather Lourenco (2018), Stephanie Mabry (2017), and Colleen
Taylor (2016).  Dr. Hunnicutt is an Assistant Professor of Chemistry at
Virginia Commonwealth University.  He has coordinated the Project SEED
program at VCU for the past three years.  His goal for 2020 is to increase
awareness and participation in Project SEED at the colleges and
universities in the Virginia Section.  

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee of the Virginia Section met on Saturday,
January 25 at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond.  Reports
were presented by the Section officers, councilors, and trustees, and by
the chairs of various committees.  The 2020 budget was discussed in
detail and approved as amended.  During the meeting, Joe Pompano,
the 2019 Section Chair, presented the official Virginia Section gavel to
the new Chair, M. Samy El-Shall.  

GRANTS FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION 

The Virginia Section provides small grants ($50 - $500) to teachers for projects involving science
teaching.  The grants can be used to purchase materials and equipment for specific activities in
science classrooms and laboratories.  No funds are provided for personnel costs. More infor-
mation and a proposal form can be found on the Virginia Section website: acsva.org.  Look for the
Chemical Education tab under “About Us.” Or contact Ryan Warren at rwarren@st.catherines.org.

REPORT ON THE WCC/YCC NETWORKING SOCIAL 

On Tuesday, February 4, 2020, the ACS Virginia Section Women &
Younger Chemists Committees hosted a Networking Social to kick off
the New Year at Jasper in Carytown, Richmond. This event was aimed
at building local networking and enhancing collaboration.  About
fourteen (including eight ACS members) local college chemistry
students  and industry professionals attended this event.  The industry
and  academic chemists represented these organizations:  Evonik
Corporation, GSK Consumer Healthcare, Pharmaceutical Product
Development, Altria Client Services, Eurofin Lancaster Laboratories,
JEOL, USA Inc. and the University of Mary Washington.  Attendees
were well-engaged and they enjoyed each other’s company while
sharing their professional experiences. This event provided a great

opportunity to engage local section members who are not heavily involved within the section. 
Consequently, the WCC & YCC are looking forward to sponsoring more networking events. 

[article and photo by Dr. Julian Bobb]



  Page 15                                                                                                                                     The Bulletin

CCEW - 2020

Join in the 50  anniversary of Earth Day by participating in the ACS Chemists Celebrate Earth Weekth

(CCEW 2020) scheduled for April 19 through 25.  See www.acs.org/ccew for more information on
activities and materials.  The Science Museum of Virginia will be holding a special Earth Week event on
Saturday, April 25.  More information will be in the March and April issues of The Bulletin.  Contact        
Dr. Kristine Smetana (kristine-chris@msn.com) or Dr. Denise Walters (denise.l.walters@gsk.com) for
more information on CCEW in the Virginia Section.    

VISITING PROFESSOR POSITION

The Chemistry Department at the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg is looking for a Visiting
Assistant Professor (one year) for 2020-2021.  The teaching responsibilities will be Organic and General
Chemistry.  For more information and application materials, see https://careers.umw.edu/postings/9828.  

WOMEN CHEMISTS COMMITTEE NEWS

The Women Chemists Committee (WCC) held its first bimonthly meeting   
of 2020 on January 31 at the Fat Dragon in Richmond.  Nine persons
attended.  Upcoming events were discussed, including the Up and Atom
Women’s Leadership Breakfast.  The conversation focused on the
challenges that women face in the scientific community and ways to meet
those challenges.  There was great engagement and enthusiasm all
around.   Future events will include a WCC Science Café on February 19
and the Women’s Leadership Breakfast on March 4.  Contact WCC Chair
Stacey Sank for more information on WCC and its activities:
stacey.x.sank@gsk.com.   

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 19 - Evonik Tour and Information Session - Evonik, Richmond 

February 19 - WCC Science Café - Panera Bread, Richmond

February 28 - Virginia Section Meeting - University of Richmond (Powell Lectureship)

March 4 - Up & Atom Women’s Leadership Breakfast - Science Museum of Virginia, Richmond

March 13 - Virginia Section Meeting - Randolph-Macon College, Ashland

April 17 - Virginia Section Meeting - University of Virginia, Charlottesville (Student Poster Session)

April 25 - Chemists Celebrate Earth Week (CCEW) - Science Museum of Virginia, Richmond

May 28-30 - Virginia Academy of Science Meeting - James Madison University, Harrisonburg

http://www.acs.org/ccew
mailto:kristine-chris@msn.com
mailto:denise.l.walters@gsk.com
mailto:stacey.x.sank@gsk.com.

