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Virginia Section

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

APRIL MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA SECTION
Friday, April 16, 2021
NOTE: This will be a virtual meeting. You may participate via Zoom.
See instructions on Page 2 below.
PROGRAM: Recognition of Outstanding College and
University Students and Undergraduate Student
Research Poster Session
MEETING HOST: Department of Chemistry, University of
Virginia
ZOOM HOST: Dr. James Demas, jnd@virginia.edu
At this meeting, the Virginia Section will recognize senior chemistry majors
at the colleges and universities within the Section and there will be a virtual
poster session featuring research work by undergraduate students.
The virtual meeting via Zoom will begin at 5:00 pm. After the presentation
of the student awards, the poster session will begin, utilizing a series of
Zoom breakout rooms.

SECTION MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO
PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING
YOUR ATTENDANCE WILL RECOGNIZE AND
SUPPORT OUR CHEMISTRY STUDENTS
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ACCESSING THE
APRIL 16 MEETING USING ZOOM
The online presentation of the April 16 meeting will use the Zoom format.
Dr. James Demas is the Zoom meeting host.
Topic: Virginia Section of the American Chemical Society (ACS) - April Meeting 2021
Recognition of chemistry students and undergraduate poster session.
You are invited to a Zoom meeting – April 16, 2021 04:30 PM Eastern Time (US and
Canada)
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://virginia.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkdOysqD8rGNOcyTsTZq8Z2mkxdfFlBJd1

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting.
Warning: Earlier versions of Zoom do not play well with breakout rooms that will
be used for the student talks.
Update your version of Zoom at
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362233-Upgrade-update-to-the-latest-version

If you have problems registering, contact Dr. James Demas - jnd@virginia.edu
PARTICIPATION IN THE UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH POSTER SESSION
The deadline for entering a poster is 9:00 am on Monday, April 12. The information below
should be sent by email to Cindy Knight at csk3a@virginia.edu. There is more information at
http://chemistry.as.virginia.edu/2019-american-chemical-society-poster-session. Here is the
information that is needed for each poster:
!
!
!

the name and school for the student
the name of the student’s mentor
the title for the research poster

!

the discipline under which the research falls (Analytical, Biological, Inorganic,
Organic, or Physical Chemistry)

Page 3

The Bulletin

!

a brief abstract for the work.

Please submit the abstract in the format described in the website and send as an attachment
to the email, in Word or as a .pdf file. The deadline for poster submission is April 12.
More information and a video will be sent to poster presenters.

AWARDS TO COLLEGE SENIORS
Outstanding senior chemistry majors from colleges and universities in the Virginia Section will
be recognized at the April 16 Section meeting, to be held virtually on Zoom. Each school has
been asked to select a student to receive the Virginia Section award for undergraduate
achievement. The awardees will each receive a certificate of recognition, a one-year
membership in the ACS, and a copy of the book, The Disappearing Spoon, by Sam Kean.
Chemistry departments must inform Chair LaChelle Waller of their nominees. If you have not
submitted the name of your outstanding senior chemistry student, please contact Dr. Waller
as soon as possible: (804) 828-5946; lmwaller@vcu.edu.

OPERATION OF THE VIRTUAL POSTER SESSION
The poster session at the April 16 virtual meeting will use breakout rooms for the
presentations. After the awards ceremony, there will be a five minute break to allow everyone
to go to their assigned rooms. The breakout rooms will be running in parallel with four
students per breakout room. In each room, talks will be sequential with each speaker given
five minutes for the talk and five minutes for Q&A. After the assigned talks, everyone is free to
move between rooms. A list of talks and rooms and the order of the presentations will be
provided. The Zoom host will explain the operation of the breakout rooms prior to the start of
the session. Students who wish to present posters should note the procedure given above
and the April 12 deadline for poster submission.

METRO RICHMOND STEM FAIR
The Virginia Section supports the Metro Richmond
STEM Fair (MRSF) by providing judges and giving
cash awards to students who present award-winning
chemistry projects. Dr. Rob Davidson is the Section
liaison for the STEM Fair. This year’s Fair was held
virtually on March 20, 2021.
The chemistry winners were both from Mills E. Godwin High School in Henrico County:
P

Daniel Philip, “The Effect of Type of Catalyst on Efficiency of Water-Splitting with an
Application Towards Solar Energy” (Dana Delano, teacher) - First Place ($100);

P

Thanvi Parupati, “The Effect of the Form of Heat Resistant Product on the Heat
Damage of Hair” (Samantha Cope, teacher) - Second Place ($75).

The MRSF is a two-level juried, competitive fair and serves as Central Virginia’s regional qualifying
event for the Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF). The MSRF fosters
the development of critical thinking and scientific literacy skills needed for students to make sense of
the world, develop new ideas and make informed decisions that will impact their communities.
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WOMEN CHEMISTS COMMITTEE REPORT
On March 16th at noon via Zoom, the Women Chemists Committee (WCC)
of the Virginia Section held an open discussion on how our lives related to
work and the lab changed due to the pandemic and how we think that
these changes will impact women’s careers going forward. Thirteen
people joined the open discussion. Some topics included how to connect
globally and within your group, being a new member/employee, virtual
interviews, challenges faced and how to set boundaries, how to establish
division between work and home, restricted number of lab employees with
rotating schedules, burnout, how to stay engaged if you don’t have
meetings and discussions regarding what happens after Covid.
We look forward to another engaging luncheon Zoom meeting on May 12 at noon. Attendees
are encouraged to share their stories and participate. Contact Stacey Sank, Chair of the
WCC, for more information: stacey.x.sank@gsk.com. The Zoom meeting information and
flyer will be sent out soon.

REPORT ON THE MARCH MEETING OF THE SECTION
The annual Awards Meeting was held virtually on March 19, 2021. Meeting hosts were
LaChelle Waller, Chair of the Section; Vanessa Lopez, Chair Elect; and Kathleen Spangler,
Co-Chair of the Awards Committee. The Zoom meeting was coordinated by Vanessa Lopez.
About 36 persons participated in the meeting.
Dr. LaChelle Waller, Section Chair, opened the Zoom meeting by welcoming everyone and
thanking the Awards Committee for their work in selecting the award recipients and Vanessa
Lopez and Jim Beck, who developed the Pre-Program on Section Awards. She reminded
participants that the Virginia Section has a number of committees that would welcome
additional volunteers.
Ms. Vanessa Lopez welcomed participants and introduced the Pre-Program which consisted
of a PowerPoint presentation on awards given by the Virginia Section. The program described
14 different awards that are presented by the Section to students, teachers, researchers,
speakers, and other members of the Section. Some history of the awards were presented,
along with the names and photos of a number of the past recipients.
Dr. LaChelle Waller introduced Ms. Kathleen Spangler, Co-Chair of the
Awards Committee, who in turn introduced Ms. Stacey Sank, Chair of the
Women Chemists Committee (WCC).
Stacey received the Outreach
Volunteer of the Year Award for 2021. This award is given by the national
ACS, upon the recommendation of the local section. Stacey thanked the
Section for the award and showed the award that she had already received.
She thanked the WCC members for their support and Dr. Julian Bobb for his
help.
Dr. Nicholas Matsumoto of Contraline, Inc. introduced his colleague and
friend Dr. Greg Grover, Chief Technology Officer at Contraline, the recipient of
the Industrial Leadership Award. Dr. Grover thanked the Section for the
award and showed the plaque that he had received. He described some of his
mentoring activities and emphasized the importance of the mentoring of
students and younger chemists.
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The Outstanding Innovator Award was presented to
Dr. Georgios Karles, the Managing Director of Altria Client
Services Engineering in Richmond. Dr. Karles was introduced
by Dr. Yezdi Pithawalla, Co-Chair of the Awards Committee for
the Virginia Section. Yezdi and George have worked togerther
for many years. Dr. Karles showed his plaque for the award and
made some moving remarks on his personal experiences as a
chemist.
Dr. Hani El-Kaderi, Associate Professor of Chemistry at
Virginia Commonwealth University, received the Section’s
Distinguished Research Award. Dr. Kaderi was introduced
by Dr. M. Samy El-Shall, Chair of the Department of
Chemistry at VCU. Dr. El-Shall has known Dr. El-Kaderi for
many years and they have worked together on research
projects. Dr. El-Kaderi described some of his current and past
research work and thanked the Virginia Section for the
Distinguished Research Award.
Dr. M. Samy El-Shall, the Mary Eugenia Kapp Endowed
Chair in Chemistry, Commonwealth Professor, and Chair of
the Department of Chemistry at Virginia Commonwealth
University, received the final award of the program–the
Distinguished Service Award. Dr. El-Shall was introduced
by Dr. Yezdi Pithawalla. Dr. El-Shall was Yezdi’s advisor
when he completed his Ph.D. degree at Virginia
Commonwealth University. Dr. El-Shall showed his award,
then presented an enlightening talk on “ACS & CNN:
Clusters, Nucleation, and Nanoparticles.” He described some highlights of his journey in the
ACS since 1983 and gave several examples of research collaborations. He noted that “ACS
interactions provide excellent opportunities for impactful service and powerful research
collaborations.” He used his research on clusters, nucleation, and nanoparticles to illustrate
those kinds of collaborations. He showed the Jefferson Cup that he had already received
from the Section.
Dr. LaChelle Waller, Section Chair, congratulated all of the award recipients and thanked
everyone for participating. Ms. Vanessa Lopez announced that the next meeting of the
Section will be on Friday, April 16. This will include the annual Undergraduate Research
Poster Session. It will be a virtual meeting.

GRANTS FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION
The Virginia Section provides small grants ($50 - $500) to teachers for projects involving
science teaching. The grants can be used to purchase materials and equipment for activities
in science classrooms and laboratories. No funds are provided for personnel costs. More
information and a proposal form can be found on the Section website: acsva.org. Look for
the Chemical Education tab under “About Us,” or contact Dr. Kristine Smetana at
kristine.smetana@southside.edu.
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JUDGES AND READERS NEEDED FOR JUNIOR ACADEMY
OF SCIENCE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
The Virginia Academy of Science (VAS) is soliciting judges for the Virginia Junior Academy of
Science (VJAS) Research Symposium, to be held virtually on Saturday, May 15. Students
will be presenting their papers live via Zoom conference lines, hosted by the College of
William & Mary, from around 9 am to 4:30 pm. The full recruitment letter for VJAS Judges
and the sign-up link is at http://vjas.org/judges.html. More information can be found on the
VAS website: http://www.vaacadsci.org. Susan Booth is the VJAS Director and Se Jeong is
the VJAS Committee Chair.

YCC “DAY IN THE LIFE” SERIES
The Eastern United States ACS Younger Chemists Committee Partnership is looking forward to
continuing its monthly webinar series with a Day in the Life of a Green Chemical Engineer with
featured speaker, Katelyn Shell, a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Chemical & Life Science
Engineering at Virginia Commonwealth University. This event is scheduled for April 19th, 2021 from
6:00 – 7:00 PM Eastern Time.
What you will learn:
1. About the field of green chemistry
2. How to not feel overwhelmed before and during graduate school
3. How to keep a good work-life balance
Register:
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/meeting/register/tZYqdeGprTIiGNW-8NfxvN82UHMqu4stOZ82

More information: Dr. Julian Bobb - bobbja@vcu.edu
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VIRGINIA YCC HOSTS THIRD ANNUAL CHEMISTRY TRIVIA NIGHT
On Wednesday March 24th, 2021, the ACS Virginia Section Younger Chemists Committee (YCC)
hosted via Zoom its 3rd Annual Chemistry Trivia Night with the theme: “Cooking Chemistry”. The
event began with opening remarks and introductions by Dr. Julian Bobb (YCC Chair) which was
followed by two15-minute networking sessions. At the networking sessions, the ten participants gave
their favorite ice cream flavors and spoke about their favorite meals to cook or desserts to bake. The
networking sessions were followed by the Trivia Game Session (Kahoot platform) which was led by
Erica Thomas (Science Teacher, Science Academy) and Ashely Armstrong (Quality Control at
DuPont). Prizes (Amazon Gift Cards) were given to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners. The event ended
with information about upcoming events.
[YCC information provided by Dr. Julian Bobb, YCC Chair for the Virginia Section]

MARY E. KAPP LECTURE AT VCU
The Chemistry Department at Virginia Commonwealth
University will hold the 44th annual Mary E. Kapp Lecture on
April 13, 2021. The speaker will be Dr. Frances Ligler, the
Lampe Distinguished Professor of Biomedical Engineering in the
Joint Department of Biomedical Engineering at North Carolina
State University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. Dr. Ligler was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of
Fame in 2017 and received the Simon Ramo Founders Award
from the National Academy of Engineering in 2020. Her topic
will be “Optical Biosensors: Past, Present and Future.”
The lecture will be at 4:00 p.m. on April 13. This will be a vitual seminar on Zoom:
https://vcu.zoom.us/j/98471070798. RSVP at chemistry.vcu.edu by April 9, 2021.

CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
April 9 - Dr. Michael Katz, Memorial University of Newfoundland, “Challenges and
Opportunities in Chemical Separations with Porous Materials”
April 23 - Dr. Linda Hsieh-Wilson, CalTech, “Harnessing Chemistry to Understand the Roles
of Glycans in Neuroplasticit:y” (Burger Lecture)
Seminars are now being held virtually. Contact the Department of Chemistry for more
information: (434) 924-3344; chem@virginia.edu.
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CHEMISTRY SEMINARS AT VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY
April 13 - Dr. Frances Ligler, NCSU/UNC Chapel Hill, “Optical Biosensors: Past, Present
and Future” (Mary Kapp Lecture)
April 15 - Dr. Staria Glover, Uppsala University, Sweden
April 20 - Dr. Xiaonon Gao, Shandong Normal University
April 22 - Dr. Xiaojiang Xie, Southern University of Science and
Technology, China
Seminars are held at 4:00 pm via Zoom. Contact the Department of Chemistry for more
information: (804) 828-1298; chemistry@vcu.edu

POSITION AVAILABLE -- BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
Start Date August 2021
The Department of Chemistry at Bridgewater College invites applications from
outstanding teacher-scholars with expertise in biochemistry for a Visiting Assistant
Professor of Chemistry position. The initial appointment will be for one year with the
possibility of an extension for an additional year. The successful candidate will join a
chemistry program at a liberal arts college that offers a two-semester sequence in
biochemistry, including a laboratory. The successful candidate will be expected to
teach the biochemistry sequence and an introductory organic chemistry course for non-majors (with
lab).
QUALIFICATIONS: A PhD in chemistry, with specialization in biochemistry chemistry, is required by
the start of the position in August 2021. Evidence of successful undergraduate teaching experience
preferred.
MISSION: Bridgewater College is a residential liberal arts college of about 1600 students with a
vibrant core curriculum and a growing focus on undergraduate research. The College emphasizes
creativity and innovation in pedagogy and research. Successful faculty members are dedicated to
advising and mentoring students, contributing to campus-wide faculty initiatives, and maintaining an
active research agenda. Bridgewater seeks faculty members eager to engage and support our
commitment to the breadth and depth of learning as well as diversity and inclusion. Therefore,
application materials should address how you might contribute to the College’s liberal arts mission or
ways that this mission informs your vocation as teacher and scholar.
GENERAL INFORMATION: Bridgewater College was founded in 1880 as the first coeducational
college in Virginia. Bridgewater offers bachelor’s degrees in approximately 60 majors and minors,
along with four graduate programs, preprofessional programs such as medicine and law, and teacher
licensure. The College is a member of NCAA Division III and the Old Dominion Athletic Conference,
with 23 intercollegiate athletic teams. The vibrant residential campus is located in the town of
Bridgewater, Virginia, near the city of Harrisonburg in the center of the Shenandoah Valley. An
excellent school system, healthy business environment, numerous arts and cultural events, one of
the state's lowest crime rates, and a variety of outdoor opportunities and historic attractions draw
many to the region.APPLY: Please complete the online application, attaching a cover letter, detailed
curriculum vitae, copies of graduate and post-graduate transcripts. Please send contact information
for three references to humanresources@bridgewater.edu.
DEADLINE: Full consideration will be given to those applicants who submit application materials by
April 23, 2021.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Dr. Ken Overway, Chair, Department of Chemistry at
koverway@bridgewater.edu.
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CHEMISTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
The University of Virginia Department of Chemistry combines outstanding physical facilities with a
close-knit community of scholars. With a faculty size of 36, a graduate student body of 122, and 17
postdoctoral associates, a stimulating atmosphere strongly encouraging interactive association has
been created. Faculty research areas span a wide range offering a varied program of courses and
research problems. Our faculty members include professors who are nationally and internationally
recognized in their fields. The list of recent honors received by faculty members includes the
Distinguished Achievement Award in Proteomics from the Human Proteome Organization, the
American Chemical Society's Award for Creative Work in Synthetic Organic Chemistry; Dreyfus
Teacher-Scholar Awards for excellence in both teaching and research; Virginia Scientist of the Year
awards, a Sloan Foundation Award, Alexander von Humboldt `Research Prizes, an Analytical
Chemistry Award in Chemical Instrumentation, a Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and
Engineers, a Coblentz Award, a MacArthur Genius Award, the Williams F. Meggers Award (from the
Optical Society), and the Charles H. Herty Medal. Recent graduate student national fellowship
awards include the Cognis Corporation Research Fellowship in Colloid and Surface Chemistry, the
ACS Division of Medicinal Chemistry Predoctoral Fellowship Award, The Lilly Foundation Graduate
Fellowship, The Science Application International Corporation Award, the Defense Forensic Science
Center Fellowship, the Jefferson Dissertation Year Fellowship, and the Achievement Reward for
College Scientists (ARCS).
The goal of graduate study in chemistry is to develop outstanding young scientists able to make
significant contributions in their chosen fields. A graduate student can expect to have considerable
input in both the design of his or her own degree program. Emphasis is placed on research that
contributes to our fundamental body of knowledge. Also important is the exceptional opportunity to
interact not only with fellow graduate students, research associates and f aculty, but also with
outstanding scientists from all parts of the country and world. This participation in the forefront of
scientific discovery prepares the student for the role of independent contributor to the scientific
community.
Teaching and research in the Department of Chemistry have been considerably strengthened in
recent years by a number of interdisciplinary centers and programs including Molecular Biophysics,
Structural Genomics, Chemical Physics, Membrane Bound Proteins, Microfluidics, Biomedical
Engineering, Neurosciences, Chemistry of the Universe and Catalysts for New Energy Processes.
Faculty in the Chemistry Department participate in several research centers, including the Center for
Nano-biosystems research, the Center for Molecular,
Optical and Atomic Science, MAXNET Energy, the
Center for Astrochemistry, the Center for Membrane
Biology, the Cardiovascular Research Center and the
UVA Cancer Center. These programs, along with
ongoing research in analytical methods, synthetic
inorganic and organic chemistry, chemical biology,
spectroscopy and other areas of physical chemistry,
provide the student with a choice of strong research
areas over a broad range of the chemical sciences.
The faculty attracts more than $8 million per year in
new outside funding to support these programs, an
indicator of the vigor of research being carried out in
the Department.
The graduate program is further supported by an extensive library system. Alderman Library has
more than 1.6 million books as well as extensive collections of manuscripts, maps, prints, and
microfilms. The Science and Engineering Library, the large library of the Medical School, and the
Physics Library contain numerous additional books and journals in chemistry and allied fields.
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CHEMISTS CELEBRATE EARTH WEEK (CCEW)
The annual ACS celebration of Earth Week (CCEW) is held in
April during the week of Earth Day, April 22 this year. The theme
for 2021 is “Reducing Our Footprint with Chemistry.” The ACS
has been celebrating Earth Day (now Earth Week) since 2003.
As usual, the ACS will provide a wide-range of resources for
members, local sections, students, teachers, and other
organizations and individuals who want to participate in CCEW
activities. There will be publications and teaching materials for
elementary, middle school, and high school students and classes
including a special edition of the ChemMatters magazine. The
ACS is cooperating with the American Association of Chemistry
Teachers (AACT) and the Earth Day Network in providing a wide range of materials and activities for students.
The popular Illustrated Poem Contest will be held again this year. More information on the ACS celebration
and material can be found at https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ccew/. Contact the ACS
Office of Science Outreach at outreach@acs.org to find CCEW-themed resources for college students and
adults.
Although many activities will have to be done virtually this year, the Virginia Section is planning to share in the
CCEW event. Dr. Kristine Smetana, Chair of the Section’s Community Activities Committee, will be
coordinating CCEW activities. If you have suggestions or would like to volunteer to help in this effort, contact
Dr. Smetana at kristine.smetana@southside.edu. Last year, the Virginia Section received a ChemLuminary
Award from the national ACS for its “Outstanding Ongoing Chemists Celebrate Earth Week Event.”
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VIRGINIA SECTION AWARDS
The virtual Awards Meeting of the Section on March 19 included a PowerPoint presentation
on various awards given by the Virginia Section. This included brief descriptions of the
awards, some history, and the names and photos for a selection of award winners. The
program was prepared by Vanessa Lopez and Jim Beck. Joe Pompano has posted the 22
slides on the Virginia Section website, www.acsva.org. Click on the ABOUT US tab on the
home page to get a dropdown menu that includes an AWARDS section. There you will find
the 2021 Award Committee Presentation. Also in the AWARDS section, there are
descriptions of teaching awards, distinguished service awards, industrial and special awards,
and the R. Gerald Bass Award for Exceptional Service. And information on the nominating
process is included. The Awards Committee for the Virginia Section is co-chaired by Yezdi
Pithawalla and Kathleen Spangler. Larry White handles the teaching awards for
elementary, middle school, and high school teachers.

EASTERN U.S. YOUNGER CHEMISTS COMMITTEE PARTNERSHIP
HOSTS A SYMPOSIUM AT THE ACS SPRING NATIONAL MEETING
On Monday April 5th, 2021, the ACS Younger Chemists Committees (YCCs) from the Virginia,
Eastern New York, Northern New York, Rochester, Philadelphia, Nashville, North Carolina,
and St. Louis Sections, along with the Graduate Student Society of the University of Puerto
Rico– Río Piedras, the Universidade Federal de Goiás–Brazil, and Mohammed V
University–Morocco hosted via Zoom a Symposium titled “From Finding Your Future to
Crafting Your Career: Professional Development for Chemists at Every Level” at the ACS
Spring National Meeting. The event organizers were Ashley Tubbs and Dr. Julian Bobb
(Virginia YCC) and Dr. Jennifer Schmitt and Dr. Tejas Shah (National YCC). The events
sponsors were: the National YCC, the ACS Division of Professional Relations, and the ACS
Committee on Technical Affairs. The symposium started with introductory remarks, followed
by two 45-minute Keynote Addresses with a brief Q&A session. The first speaker, Dr. James
Murray (ACS Career Consultant and Professor of Chemistry at Immaculata University) gave a
talk on “Fostering Collaborations and Making the Most of Mentoring for Career Success”. The
second speaker, Dr. Lori Ana Valentín (Chair-Elect of the Eastern New York Section and
Forensic Scientist at the New York State Lab) discussed “Dynamic Skills for Success”. The
symposium ended with a professional development panel discussion session with additional
speakers, Liz Garrett, Luke Roberson, Marisa Sanders, and Kurt Headrick. About 55
people attended this engaging symposium.
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