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                                          The Bulletin
of the

Virginia Section
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

  
          

           Virginia State University  
              Petersburg, Virginia

          Friday, February 8, 2013

SOCIAL HOUR:       6:00 p.m.
                       Gateway Dining Hall

       Gateway Dining Events
                                       Center - Salon C
  
DINNER:  6:30 p.m. 

 Gateway Dining Hall
                                    Gateway Dining Events

                                       Center - Salon C

PROGRAM:   7:30 p.m. 
 Gateway Dining Hall, Gateway Dining Events Center - Salon C

           
MENU: Breaded Chicken Breast Florentine, Cucumber Cup Salad, Sautéed Green

Beans, Red Bliss Mashed Potatoes, Rolls and Butter, Tiramisu, Beverages

PRICE:  ACS Members and Guests - $18.00 
 High School Students, College Students, High School Teachers - $9.00
 Retired ACS Members & Guests; Retired Teachers & Guests - $13.00

DINNER  Please make reservations for the Dinner by NOON on Tuesday, 

RESERVATIONS:  February 5 by calling Mrs. Fran Thomas at (804) 524-5438 or by e-mail 
 to cmtaylor@vsu.edu 
  

HOST:                   Dr. Colleen Taylor, (804) 524-5481; cmtaylor@vsu.edu 

SPEAKER:  Dr. T. Brent Gunnoe, University of Virginia

TOPIC:  “Development of a Domestic Energy Base:
                           Chemistry in the Center for Catalytic
                           Hydrocarbon Functionalization” 
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 Dr. T. Brent Gunnoe

Brent Gunnoe is Professor of Chemistry at the University of Virginia. His
research efforts are focused on fundamental aspects of inorganic and
organometallic chemistry applied to the development of new catalysts,
especially for new processes of relevance to the energy and petrochemical
sectors. Gunnoe began his independent career as an Assistant Professor at
North Carolina State University in 1999, where he was the recipient of a
National Science Foundation CAREER Award, the Sigma Xi Faculty Research
Award, an Alfred P. Sloan Research Fellowship and the LeRoy and Elva
Martin Award for Teaching Excellence. In recent years, he has delivered
invited presentations at the International Conference on Organometallic
Chemistry, the National Science Foundation's Inorganic Workshop and the
Organometallic Gordon Conference. He is currently serving as Director of the
Center for Catalytic Hydrocarbon Functionalization, an Energy Frontier
Research Center funded by the U. S. Department of Energy, and as associate
editor of the journal ACS Catalysis. Gunnoe received a B.A. in Chemistry from
West Virginia University and a Ph. D. from the Department of Chemistry at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

“Development of a Domestic Energy Base:
Chemistry in the Center for Catalytic Hydrocarbon Functionalization”

The increased worldwide demand for energy in developed and particularly in emerging economies
has intensified the competition for fossil fuel resources, which has resulted in substantial domestic
and global economic strain. Access to new energy resources that are clean and inexpensive is
perhaps the world's most pressing need and is a critical issue for national security. Global proven
natural gas reserves are double those of petroleum, and recent estimates of domestic natural gas
reserves suggest sufficient energy to remove dependence on international sources of petroleum.
Brent Gunnoe will discuss potential opportunities and limitations for this resource including research
at the University of Virginia and elsewhere that could impact the utilization of domestic natural gas.
The focal point of this research is a low temperature process for conversion of natural gas to the
liquid fuel methanol, which can be used as a transportation fuel, can be converted to gasoline or
diesel fuel and can be used as a feedstock for the petrochemical industry.

 DIRECTIONS

Virginia State University is located in Chesterfield County, near the town of Ettrick.  The easiest way
to get there from the north or south is to use I-95 to the Colonial Height exit (# 54): 

1.  Take Interstate 95 to Colonial Heights, Exit 54 (Temple Avenue).  Turn left at the traffic light when
     coming off the exit ramp, heading toward Boulevard (US 1-301).

2.  Turn left at the second traffic signal on to U.S. Route 1-301 (Boulevard).

3.  Stay in the right lane to the fourth traffic light.  Turn right (at the WaWa) on to Dupuy Avenue.

4.  The VSU campus is less than a quarter of a mile.  Turn left on to Matthews Jefferson Drive to
     enter the campus.  Park in lot 28 which is on the left just after you pass the softball field.   
     Take the walking bridge from the parking lot to the Gateway Dining Hall.   
 



*** VIRGINIA SECTION NEWS ***
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                                                      Gateway Dining Events Center

FUTURE MEETINGS

DATE:               March 1, 2013             DATE:                April 19, 2013 
LOCATION:      University of Richmond             LOCATION:       University of Virginia
                            Richmond, VA             Charlottesville, VA    
HOST:               Dr. Michelle Hamm       HOST:                Dr. James Demas
PHONE:            (804) 287-6327 PHONE:             (434) 924-3343
E-MAIL:             mhamm@richmond.edu  E-MAIL:              demas@virginia.edu         
SPEAKER:        Dr. Emily A. Carter SPEAKER:         Dr. Clifton Draper    
TOPIC:             “The Role of Science in Moving            TOPIC:               “I Have Never Let My 

     the Planet to Green Energy and                                      Schooling Interfere with
    a Sustainable Future”                                                       My Education”

                          (POWELL LECTURESHIP)                               P    STUDENT POSTER SESSION    
                                                                             

mailto:lgentile@richmond.edu
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THE CHAIR’S CORNER
From the Chair:

In January’s Bulletin, I put forth some areas of activity that we can work on
expanding this year–one area is increasing the number of students taking the
Chemistry Olympiad test this spring.  Another area that I didn’t mention was
recognizing activity of our retired members, so let us see if we can work on this
together. 

As we retire from “active duty,” other chemists are going to come along and
take our places in academia, industry, or government. These future chemists
are already in the pipeline in our schools and only need someone to support
their interest in chemistry.  We have many outstanding teachers, but I’m sure
they would be very willing to accept some help with students in any way we can
provide it.

Our section has many retired members throughout and I’d like to challenge them to get out to the
local schools (all levels) and ask what they can do. Can I act as a tutor, a mentor on a science
project, an aid in giving the Olympiad test at the school, or by doing demonstrations with small groups
of students? There are numerous ways we can still get involved. 

For the high school teachers who have not offered the Olympiad test, these retired chemists could
bring a wealth of information to your students and also work with you in the administration of the test.
The interaction between those of us who have been in this profession for 35 or more years (as I
complete this academic year, I will be completing my 40  year) and those just starting can onlyth

increase the awareness of chemistry in the community and “stoke the fires” in some young mind.

How else can we work in the community? Send me some ideas!

Joe Crockett, Section Chair
jcrocket@bridgewater.edu

            VIRGINIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
                         ANNUAL MEETING

                                Norfolk State University 
                                       May 22-24,  2013

CALL FOR PAPERS

The 91  Annual meeting of the Academy will be held at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg on Mayst

22-24.  Titles for papers should be sent to the Secretary of the Chemistry Section by Friday,
February 11, 2013.  Oral presentations  will be scheduled on May 23.  There will be a Poster
Session for all Sections that will be set up and stay up all day Thursday, May 23.  To submit
an oral presentation or poster, send the title and author(s) to Michael Korn, Chemistry Section
Secretary at  mrkorn@liberty.edu, (434) 592-5456.    Note that the presenting author  must
be registered for the VAS meeting and at least one author must be a member in good standing
of the Academy. Abstracts of papers will be collected electronically in the spring prior to the
Annual Meeting.   Full information about paper submission and about Academy membership
can be found on the Academy’s website: http://www.vacadsci.org.  

mailto:harowe@nsu.edu,
http://www.vacadsci.org.
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SEMINARS AT VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

January 31 - Dr. Joseph Tracy, North Carolina State University

February 21 - Dr. Joe Zhou, Texas A&M University

April 9 - Dr. Mohammad A. Omary, University of North Texas

April 11 - Dr. Adam Hawkridge, Virginia Commonwealth University

April 25 - Dr. Scott Miller, Yale University    (MARY KAPP LECTURE)

The seminars are held at 3:30 p.m. in the  Kapp Lecture Hall, Room 1024, 
in the Physical Science Wing of Oliver Hall, 1001 West Main Street in Richmond.  

         For more information, call (804) 828-1298
                                                                                                                                          

SEMINARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

February 1 - Professor Robert Griffin, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

February 15 - Professor Zachary Ball, Rice University

February 22 - Professor Stephen Craig, Duke University, “Mechanochemistry: From Trapped

                      Transition States to Self-Healing Polymers”

April 12 - Professor Eric Mazur, Harvard University

April 19 - Professor Peter Wipf, University of Pittsburgh   (HECHT LECTURE)

April 26 - Professor Richard Brennan, Duke University, “How Bugs Escape Drugs”

     Chemistry colloquia are held at 4:00 p.m. in Room 304 of the Chemistry Building.  

The complete colloquium schedule is on-line at http://chem.virginia.edu/events-seminars/.

CHEMISTS CELEBRATE EARTH DAY (CCED)

Earth Day has been observed since 1970; this is the 10  year that theth

ACS has participated by sponsoring the Chemists Celebrate Earth Day
(CCED) program.  April 22 is Earth Day 2013. The theme this year is
“Our Earth: Handle with Care!”  The Virginia Section will participate with
special Earth Day activities.  Dr. Kristine Smetana, Chair of the
Committee on Community Activities, will coordinate the CCED program
for our Section.  Contact her for more information and to volunteer your
support and assistance: ksmetana@jtcc.edu; (804) 706-5143.    

http://chem.virginia.edu/events-seminars/.
mailto:ksmetana@jtcc.edu;
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CHEMISTRY AT VSU

Chemistry at Virginia State University means small classes, frequent
contact with instructors, and plenty of individual attention. Classes and
laboratories are taught by faculty members who are dedicated to
excellence in teaching.  Facilities, equipment, and personnel provide
opportunities for undergraduate research and student-originated projects. 
Students are expected not only to master the principles and theory of

chemistry, but to become proficient in laboratory techniques, instrumental methods, computer
applications, and the use of the chemical literature.  Instrumentation includes ICP, NMR, GC, UV/Vis,
FTIR, polarimetry, and a variety of small portable instrumentation. There is a heavy emphasis on
written and oral communication skills. The curriculum has undergone some recent revision and now
offers a BS in Chemistry with a concentration in Forensic Chemistry and a Biochemistry/Pre-
professional curriculum for students interested in professional schools.

Students in the department are involved in a wide variety of research work with projects ranging from
the search for new sources of biofuels to the fabrication of biosensors for applications in imaging and
the detection of toxins. They are supported by the VSU HBCU-UP, LS-AMP and RIMI programs. The
ACS student affiliate is very active, participating annually in National Chemistry Week at the Science
Museum of Virginia, the Fool for the Arts Festival in Chesterfield County, the Christmas Angel Tree,
and the Girls in Science event sponsored by DuPont.  Recently, the students were awarded an
Undergraduate Student Affiliate Grant to sponsor the undergraduate program at SERMACS 2011.
Undergraduates exceeded all other contingencies at the conference with over 30% of the attendees
and 83 student volunteers from universities around Virginia. 

Work is underway on the development of new drugs for treating cancer and other diseases. New
areas of research interests include structure elucidation of glucans and glycoproteins via mass
spectrometry; the development of new analytical methods for drugs and biological molecules; the
development of novel metal/silica particles; and monitoring the concentration of pollutants in local
water bodies, as well as tracing pesticide degradation products in nature and in water treatment
plants.

Dr. Keith Miller, President of Virginia State
University, is shown with some of the
VSU students who attended the Virginia
Section ACS meeting that was held at
VSU on February 17, 2012.
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IN MEMORIAM
Preston H. Leake

1929 - 2012
Preston Hildebrand Leake died on December 10, 2012 at the age of 83.  He was
a member of the American Chemical Society for over 50 years and contributed
greatly to the activities of the Virginia Section.  Preston served as Chair of the
Section in 1970, as an Alternate Councilor from 1971 through 1976, and as a
Councilor from 1977 until 1991.  In 1976, he received the Distinguished Service
Award from the Virginia Section.

Preston was born in Profitt, Virginia.  He attended Broadus Wood School and
graduated from Lane High School in Charlottesville in 1946.  He received a B.S.
degree in chemistry from the University of Virginia and masters and Ph.D.
degrees in organic chemistry from Duke University.  

Dr. Leake worked as a research chemist and an R& D manager at Allied Chemical, Albemarle
Paper, and the American Tobacco Company.  He retired from the position of Vice President of
Research at American Tobacco.  He authored publications in amino acids and polycyclic aromatic
compounds and held patents in amino acid synthesis and tobacco filtration.  Dr. Leake taught
organic chemistry at Virginia Commonwealth University as an adjunct professor.  

The Virginia Section was fortunate to have Preston Leake as an active member.  In addition to his
service as Section Chair, he filled the posts of Treasurer, Secretary, Vice Chair, Chair-Elect,
Alternate Councilor (1971-76) and Councilor (1977-91).  He was the Program Chair for the ACS
Southeastern Regional Meeting, held in Richmond in 1969.  Other service included Chair of the
Radio and Television Committee, Chair of the Awards Committee, Chair of the Nominating
Committee, Chair of the By-Laws Committee, and Science Counselor to U.S. Congressman 
Dan Daniel.  In 1962, he served as President of the Virginia Institute of Chemists.

Preston was active in many organizations, including the ACS, the Virginia Academy of Science, and
Rotary International.  He served as chairman of the Chesterfield Library Board and was active in the
Rotary Club of Hopewell and in the Catfish Club, a speakers’ group in Richmond.  He and his wife
Ann supported many community and scientific activities, including the Virginia Junior Academy of
Science and the Appomattox Regional Library.  They sponsored several scholarships and teaching
awards.

Genealogical research was one of Preston’s passions.  He did
extensive work on his family tree and prepared genealogical studies
for numerous other families.  And he was an early enthusiast of
microcomputers, dating back to the days of the Radio Shack TRS-80. 
In 2001, Preston edited a book, Life Is Very Uncertain and Death Is
Sure, a collection of letters written during the Civil War by two
brothers, Henry Marshall Dunn and Leroy E. Dunn. 

Dr. Leake is survived by his wife of 58 years, Ann Kelly Leake; two
sons, Luther and Lawrence Leake; a foster son, Bruce Jones; and six
granddaughters.  Ann and Preston lived in Hopewell for many years,
moving recently to Westminster Canterbury of the Blue Ridge in
Charlottesville.  Memorial contributions can be made to the
Appomattox Regional Library in Hopewell or to the Westminster
Canterbury of the Blue Ridge Foundation in Charlottesville.  
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2013 CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD 

The Virginia Section will host the 2013 Chemistry Olympiad for all high school chemistry teachers and
students who are interested in participating.  The deadline for registering students for the first and
second year examinations is February 22.  The Virginia Section exams will be administered between
February 25 and March 25.  The students who do well in the local competition will be nominated to
compete in the national competition; that examination will be given on April 13 at  J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College in Richmond.  The 2013 International Chemistry Olympiad will be held
in Moscow in July.  For more information and the application forms, go to the Virginia Section website
at http://virginia.sites.acs.org/.  Click on Activities at the top of the home page, then on Chemistry
Olympiad.  Information is available there on both the 2012 and the 2013 Olympiads, including the
various types of recognition and awards that will be presented to participating students and schools.
Dr. Ann Sullivan is the coordinator for the Chemistry Olympiad in the Virginia Section;
asullivan@reynolds.edu.

QUESTIONS FROM THE PAST

This question was asked in the January Bulletin: Here is a set of officers for the
Virginia Section: Chairman - W. Allan Powell; Chairman-Elect - Henry A. Hoffman;
Vice-Chairman - Russell J. Rowlett, Jr.; Secretary - Oscar R. Rodig, Jr.; Treasurer -
James E. York, Jr.  In what year did these officers serve?  Was it 1952, 1964,
1977, or 1989?  The year was 1964.  Four of the officers from that year later received
Distinguished Service Awards from the Virginia Section: Dr. W. Allan Powell (1977),
Dr. Russell Rowlett (1990), Dr. Oscar Rodig (1974), and Mr. James York (1973).  In
addition, Fred Millhiser, Chair of the Nominating Committee in 1964, and Franklin
Kizer, Chair of the Education and Welfare Committee, went on to receive
Distinguished Service Awards in 1965 and 1978, respectively.  In 1955, Frank Kizer
had received the Distinguished Service Award for High School Chemistry Teaching. Thelma
Heatwole, Chair of the Radio and Television Committee in 1964, had received the Section’s award for
chemistry teaching in 1949, the second year that the Section presented Distinguished Service
awards.  In 1964, Mrs. Heatwole was employed by Philip Morris, Inc. in Richmond. Also, six Section
Councilors and Trustees from 1964 received Distinguished Service Awards: Edward Harlow (1959),
Randolph Gladding (1967), William Trout (1968), Mary Kapp (1969), Loyal Davis (1971), and Alfred
Armstrong (1972).

     

A new question: Dr. Preston Leake passed away in December, 2012.  On January 18, 1980, he
joined two other Councilors of the Virginia Section in discussing “The ACS–Whereto in the 80s?”  The
talk was given by the Councilors at the Section meeting held at Randolph-Macon College in Ashland. 
Who were the other two Councilors who joined Preston in the presentation that night?  

METRO RICHMOND SCIENCE FAIR

The Metro Richmond Science Fair is now the Metro Richmond
STEM Fair!  It is an affiliated regional fair of the Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF).  The STEM Fair is
Central Virginia's qualifying fair for the Intel ISEF and the

Broadcom MASTERS Competition.  It is funded by the MathScience Innovation Center (MSiC) and
the MSiC Foundation. This year’s fair will be held at Hanover High School on March 23, 2013. 

The Virginia Section of the ACS is a supporter of the Metro Richmond STEM Fair. 

http://virginia.sites.acs.org/.
mailto:asullivan@reynolds.edu.
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 The Fair is Central Virginia’s regional qualifying science fair for 7  - 12  grade students. Studentsth th

compete in either the Junior (grades 7 & 8) or Senior (grades 9 - 12) Division.   Past winners at the
Fair have gone on to national and international competitions.  Since 2003, the MRSF has sent 18
students to compete in international competitions, with 14 of them winning either a category or
organizational award.  

Projects are subjected to a two level process.  Submitted papers are read and screened by the
preliminary judges in February.  Top scoring students are invited to present their projects at the Fair
on March 23.  There are cash prizes at both the Junior and Senior Divisions and numerous special
awards.  Top high school students win an all-expense paid trip to the Intel ISEF, to be held May 12-17
in Phoenix, Arizona.  Other top Senior Division winners move on to compete in the Virginia State
Science & Engineering Fair, to be held on April 5 - 6 at Virginia Military Institute in Lexington.  Top
Junior Division competitors are nominated to the Broadcom MASTERS (Math, Applied Science,
Technology, and Engineering for Rising Stars) competition.  The final competition in the Broadcom
MASTERS will be held in Washington, D.C.

The deadline for submitting Junior Division (grades 7-8) papers is Feb. 1; for the Senior Division
(grades 9-12), it is Feb. 8.  Full information can be found on the website:
http://sciencefair.msinnovation.info/index.htm.

  Judges are needed for both the preliminary screening of papers and for the projects that are
presented on March 23.  Contact sciencefair@msinnovation.info to volunteer your assistance. 

The title sponsors for the Metro Richmond STEM Fair are DuPont and Dominion.  Additional
sponsors include FAREVA, Martin's, the Virginia Credit Union, Afton Chemical, Pfizer, and Bon
Secours Children's services.

THE MATHSCIENCE INNOVATION CENTER

Formed in 1966 as the Mathematics & Science Center, the MathScience Innovation Center (MSiC) is
the oldest example of regional partnerships in the metro Richmond area. The MathScience Innovation
Center is comprised of eight school divisions: Chesterfield, Colonial Heights, Hanover, Henrico, King
William, Petersburg, Powhatan and Richmond. Through abbreviated memberships other divisions
also participate: Charles City, Dinwiddie, Goochland, Hopewell, and Prince George. The MathScience
Innovation Center is governed by a nineteen-member Board consisting of a superintendent and
school board member from each consortium division and several at-large members.

The MathScience Innovation Center’s mission is “to be the innovator, incubator and advocate of 21st
Century math and science programs for the Capital region’s  The MSiCK - 1 2  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s . "

services area schools, teachers, students, and communities in a wide variety of ways, with an
emphasis on innovative teaching and learning programs.  They offer workshops, Web-based
programs, videoconferencing, field trips, panels, courses, seminars, and lessons.  Student lessons
are taught at the Center's site, in school division's classrooms, or through the Elluminate Live
videoconferencing system.  The MSiC also scans trends and emerging fields and forecasts
implications for K-12 education.

Dr. Hollee Freeman is the Executive Director of the Center.  She succeeded Dr. Julia Cothron, who
retired in March, 2012 after 22 years leading the Center.  The MSiC is located at 2401 Hartman
Street in Richmond.  Phone (804) 343-6325 or e-mail to center@msinnovation.info.  The Center's
website is http://www.msinnovation.info.

http://www.sciencefair.msinnovation.
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CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS PERSON?

The photograph is from 1988 when the subject was the speaker for the
February  meeting,  held  at  Longwood  College  in  Farmville.  His  topic was 

"A Chemist Looks at the Shroud of Turin."  He has addressed the Section two
other times.  In December, 2004, he joined with Professor John Thoburn to
present "An Evening of Chemical Diversions." And in February, 2011, he
explored the chemistry of foods with a talk (complete with a delicious dinner)
on "What's Cookin'? Chemistry in the Kitchen." He was born in Portland,
Maine and graduated from Bates College in Lewiston, Maine with a major in
chemistry.  He earned his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in physical chemistry from
the University of Illinois/Urbana-Champaign and did postdoctoral research at
the University of California at Riverside.  His teaching experience includes the
University of Hartford, The George Washington University, Oglethorpe
University, and Randolph-Macon College.  He has served the Virginia Section
in many ways and has held several offices in the Section.   

The “mystery person” shown in the January Bulletin was Dr. Joseph V. Formica, who spoke
on wine at the January 16, 2004 meeting of the Virginia Section.  That meeting was held at
Randolph-Macon College in Ashland.

RESOURCES FOR SENIOR CHEMISTS 

The ACS has a new Senior Chemists Committee. On January 1, 2013, the Senior
Chemists Task Force became the Senior Chemists Committee (SCC), a joint Board-
Council committee of the ACS.  The SCC has several subcommittees: Senior
Activities in Local Sections, Consulting & Mentoring, Senior Chemists Newsletter,
and National Meeting Programming.  The new ACS Senior Chemists Committee will
hold its first meeting on April 3, 2013 at the ACS National Meeting in New Orleans.    

The mission of the SCC will be:

e To share with ACS members of all ages a rich variety of personal experiences and
expertise gained over many years of professional service;

e To foster interest and participation in the science of chemistry through community
outreach, especially in grades K-12;

e To act as science advisers/ambassadors for the purpose of cultural exchange at home
and abroad;

e To provide senior ACS members with challenging, diverse, and enjoyable professional

experiences that enable them to contribute to the cultural experiences of their
communities;

e To recommend policies that address issues of interest to senior chemists.

The Senior Chemists Committee has a newsletter that is available on line or on mobile devices. The
December 2012 issue included information on the new committee, an article on Volunteering in Local
High School Chemistry Classes, information on International Activities, and several other articles
written by and for senior chemists.  Contact silvercircle@acs.org  or search on acs.org for more
information on the committee and the newsletter.  

mailto:silvercircle@acs.org
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ACS WEBINARS IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH

Here are some webinars scheduled for the months of February and March:

February 14, 2013 - “A Phytochemical Love Affair: Love Potion Plants”, Dr. Tom Zennie

February 28, 2013 - “SUPERBUG: The Quest for Drug Developers”, Maryn McKenna

March 14, 2013 - “Getting A Head Through Chemistry – Great Beer and a Frothy
                             Foam”, Dr. Charlie Bamforth

All webinars are scheduled for 2:00 - 3:00 pm, EST.  Recordings of the webinars are available online. 
For more information, check the ACS Webinars website: http://.acswebinars.org/.

LYNN HOGUE QUOTED IN C&E NEWS ARTICLE

In celebration of the 25  anniversary of National Chemistry Week (NCW), the December 17, 2012th

issue of C& E News had a feature article titled “NCW’S SILVER ANNIVERSARY.”  NCW began in
1987 as National Chemistry Day (NCD).  The late Dr. George C. Pimentel, past-president of the ACS,
was the main person responsible for the initiative; Dr. Mary L. Good was the ACS president in 1987. 
Local sections, including the Virginia Section, adopted the annual celebration and in 1993 National
Chemistry Day became National Chemistry Week.  NCW is now the ACS’s largest annual outreach
effort, designed to inform the public about the importance of chemistry in everyday life and to inspire
the next generation of scientists. The Virginia Section has participated in every one of the 25 years of
NCD and NCW. 

National Chemistry Week activities are coordinated by the ACS Committee on Community Activities
(CCA), chaired by Lynn M. Hogue.  Ms. Hogue was the speaker at the December 7 meeting of the
Virginia Section, where she demonstrated exciting ways to find chemistry in unexpected places
through the “Joy of Toys.”  She is quoted in the C&E News article as saying “You never know what
spark you may give to a kid that later on causes them to choose a scientific career or gives them an
interest in learning things about science so that they can be more informed.”  And “It’s everybody’s
responsibility to promote a better understanding of what we do.”

Each year, National Chemistry Week is celebrated in October.  Dr. Kristine Smetana, Chair of the
Virginia Section Committee on Community Activities, coordinates NCW activities in the Section.  

If you have ideas on ways to enhance NCW or would like to volunteer your assistance, you can
contact Dr. Smetana at (804) 706-5143; ksmetana@jtcc.edu.

CURRENT CONTACT INFORMATION

Does ACS have your correct contact information?  If you have had a change in address, phone
number, or e-mail address, contact ACS to update your information.  Please include both the old and
new contact information and your membership ID (the 8-digit number in the upper left hand corner of
the C&E News address label).  Telephone (800) 333-9511 or e-mail service@acs.org.

---------------------------

WORDS OF WISDOM FOR FEBRUARY:                        “The FIRST 
        STEP IS ALWAYS THE HARDEST ONE”

http://www.acswebinars.org.
mailto:ksmetana@jtcc.edu.
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